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“I Love to Tell THE Story – Or Do I?” 
 
          One of the “Golden Oldies” hymns of the Church is “I 
Love to Tell the Story.” Its refrain is: 
 

I love to tell the story; 
‘twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and his love. 

          Yet, what is the story of Jesus and his love? In Holy Week 
and on Easter we hear again in visceral detail the magnitude of 
Jesus’ sacrificial love and resurrection glory. It is the story of 
Jesus’ death on the cross because his love for humanity, for all 
people, for the outcast, the sick, the marginalized, and those 
considered a threat by those in power was so great the powers 
that be put him to death on a cross.     

         Yet, death did not have the last word that Friday. The God 
of life raised Jesus from the dead on Easter morning and from 
that point on all creation longs for the hope of new life the Res-
urrection offers. The Easter story is THE story of Jesus and his 
love that Christian disciples long to tell over and over again be-
cause it is a story of hope in the midst of despair, life in the 
face of death, and joy in the valley of sorrow.   
           
 

 

 

      Continued on page 2 
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         This is THE Easter story. It is not the only Easter story. You have one too. What is it? 
When have you experienced new life on the other side of death? When have you experi-
enced a new beginning when you thought all had ended? I know you have one. What is it? 
Here’s the bigger question. How often do you tell it? Maybe you tell it at times, but do you 
make the connection between your Easter story of new life and THE story of Jesus’ Resurrec-
tion for those who are listening? The hope of the Resurrection is the crux of the Christian 
faith and when we experience it in our lives it only bears witness to the truth of the story we 
tell at Holy Week and Easter all the more. Our Easter new life story echoes the story of Jesus 
and his love and glory in his crucifixion and resurrection. And it needs to become a story we 
love to tell because we know it is true, because it has been true for us too. 

 I know people may be hesitant to talk about their faith with other people. But we do tell the 
stories of our life, some of which are Easter new life stories. The challenge for us is when we 
tell those stories to also connect them to THE Easter story of Jesus and his love. Don’t be 
afraid to bear witness to the hope of new life the Resurrection offers in connecting your 
Easter story to that of Jesus’. In doing so, others may be drawn to hear not only your story, 
but the one told every week as we gather to celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord and the 
hope of new life he offers through baptism and faith.

Happy Easter! 
Pastor Andy Seibert 

 Continued 

 

Diane Mulkey has resigned from her position as Director of Music at Christ Lu-
theran effective April 30, 2022.  We give thanks for Diane’s faithfulness, dedica-
tion and service to God through her work with the choir(s), the cantatas, and 
the children’s musicals for the past 27+ years.  Diane will continue to serve God 
through her service as organist here at Christ Lutheran.  A team has been put 
together and a search is underway to fill the Director of Music position.  Please 
offer God prayers of thanks for Diane’s service and for discernment for the 
search team. 

Thank You Diane Mulkey 



Page #3  Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             

                     DISCIPLESHIP
                              “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations...  

                           Matthew 28:19a, NRSV 

 

Bible scholars call this the Great Commission, Jesus instructs his disciples to go and do.  We, the members of 
Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA are included in that commissioning.  As students of Jesus, we are called 
to follow our Savior and bring others with us.  As a congregation, we provide for the Christian education of not 
only the children but adults also, yet it is not limited to the confines of our building.  Our collective and indi-
vidual discipleship is at the heart of our mission, to know, grow, live and share the love of God that is Christ 
Jesus.   

 

Following someone or thing can be easy at first blush.  We may do it without realizing.  Following Jesus means 
learning from him and doing our best to stay on course.   However, as Martin Luther says in the Small Cate-
chism, Third Article of the Creed, “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus 
Christ my Lord, or come to him…”.  For Luther, it is the Holy Spirit that “calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes 
holy…” us, the disciples of Jesus.  We are called to follow Jesus because Jesus leads us to God.  In as much as 
Pastor works to teach and shepherd us on the journey of faith in following Jesus and bringing others with us, 
the Holy Spirit is at work also, ushering us on the way, pulling, prodding, pushing, dragging, encouraging, com-
forting, exposing false temptations, strengthening and filling us with God’s gift of grace.  We, on the other 
hand, may act like a herd of cats from time to time. 

 

A number of years ago, Pastor provided us a study for Discernment during Lent, which had the following 
opening prayer: 

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, 

Together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, 

Together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, 

And together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us to guide us 

as we seek your will for the mission opportunities that are before us. 

 

Help us to be honest about the challenges and creative in meeting them. 

Draw us into a unity of purpose, and grant us energy and grace 

To carry out the work of the gospel; 

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

I ask you to consider including this prayer in your daily life.  First, because it asks God to help us, which never 
hurts and is needed (see above) and secondly, it teaches us about our collective and individual discipleship. 

 

Eugene Ferg 
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Holy Week and Easter Worship – Both In Person and 
Livestreamed on YouTube 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 14 at 7:00pm:                                                   
This service has three foci and we encourage you 
to participate with the following suggestions: 

     Absolution by Laying on of Hands: Whether you are in the church or at home you are invit-
ed at the time of absolution to place your hands on your head, as Pastor Andy proclaims the 

absolution in worship. This may seem weird but you are encouraged to imagine you are feeling 
the hands of Jesus on your head, offering forgiveness. 

     Foot Washing: For most of those in the sanctuary this will be more of an observation than 
participation part of worship. However, for those participating by live stream you might consid-

er placing your feet in a basin of warm water during the foot washing portion of the service. 
Have a towel handy to dry off as well. 

     Holy Communion: For those participating by live stream we invite you to have some bread 
and wine/grape juice available to share and eat when Holy Communion is celebrated in wor-
ship so you might feel connected to the Lord’s Supper being shared by the body of Christ on 

this day. 

     This service concludes with the stripping of the altar while Psalm 22 is read. 

 
Good Friday Tenebrae, April 15 at 7:30pm: We will hold the service of shadows on Good Fri-
day that includes the reading of John’s Passion narrative as well as the Bidding Prayer.  While 
those in the sanctuary will have kneelers to use we invite livestream participants to create a 
way for you to kneel during the Bidding Prayer so you might experience the physical peniten-
tial aspect of this worship. You may also choose to light some candles in your home and dark-
en the room where you are watching the livestream. The service ends with the Slamming of 
the Bible to indicate the closing of Jesus’ Tomb and the whispering of the Lord’s Prayer in the 
dark. 

 
Resurrection of Our Lord, April 17 at 7:00, 8:30, and 11:00am: The livestream worship will be 
at 8:30 for those celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord from home, and you are encour-
aged to prepare for Holy Communion worship with elements of bread and wine (or grape 
juice) for the Meal portion of worship. 
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We invite you to study, pray, reflect and give with us during ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of 
Giving — for our families, our neighbors and communities around the world.  

As the world has reeled from the effects of a deadly pandemic, we have seen the number of 
hungry people around the world rise, watched as food pantries and soup kitchens expanded to 
serve an ever-growing number of guests, and longed together for the time when we “will hun-

ger no more, and thirst no more ... and God will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes” (Revelation 7:16-17). 
This very yearning is at the heart of who we are as church together. Yet our longing has never led to inertia or 
despair, despite the discouraging forecasts. We are an Easter people, ever journeying toward the cross but 
trusting in faith that God’s story does not end on that hill.  

Lenten Resources - Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)  

Highlights: 

• Sunday, April 3rd, Toni Zavadil finishes up our Study, “A Way in the Wilderness.” Focus will 
be on the promise in Isaiah 43:19, “I am about to do a new thing.” 

 For Luther, to “always have the poor among you” meant to be confronted always by God’s 
call to respond to human suffering 

 The Work of the (DCPI) Defense of Children International – Palestine, supported by ELCA 
World Hunger 

Beginning April 10th, a return to our usual sources for weekly topics…… 

 Current Headline News Stories 

 Lutheran Daily Devotions from the Lutheran      
Hour” 

 ELCA Daily Discipleship or Daily Faith 

 

If you would like Bible + to send a CLC Note to someone, please let 
us know (Sharon Stevens or Bill Wonnacott).  

 Thank you for your Contributions, helping People in Need! Called to do God’s 
work in the world, the Cow Fund contributes to Lutheran Disaster Relief, Family 
Promise and Lutheran World Relief. Hunger Relief to those in need.  

Looking forward to sharing fellowship with you……  

Sharon Stevens & Bill Wonnacott  

  Bible +   God in Our Lives Today 

All are Welcome…Join the Conversation! Sundays @ 9:45  

https://elca.org/40days
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All women of CLC are invited to join together for a Spring Gathering on Monday, April 11th at 
11:30 a.m.  The Luncheon will be hosted by Cheryl Fuller and Ritva Wisenall.  Phyllis Solgere 
will lead the Bible study based on the wonders of the kingdom of God.  What do we know, 
and how do we know it?  The study encourages us to use our imaginations as we explore 
these mysteries.  It will be a fun and inspirational time.   

 On Saturday, April 9th at 9:00 a.m. we will have the opportunity to join with the wom-
en of the MAGI Cluster for their First Quarter Gathering. The theme this year is Together at 
the Table “Tasting Grace.” The Bible verse is 1 Peter 5:10 - "And after you have suffered for a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you." 

 A zoom link will be provided closer to the meeting time.  If you are not already on the 
CLC WELCA distribution list and would like to participate, please let Phyllis Solgere or Karline 
Best know.  

Youth News  
April 2022 

 
Youth Group Changes for Lent 

Relentless Teens are encouraged to attend Wednesday Services 
 

CLC Kids will have special craft time during let services on the following Wednesday:  
April 13th 

 
**Please remember we have to be flexible with Covid outbreaks and may cancel at the last 

minute. Please join our “text group” to have up to the minute information.** 
 

Join our Remind by texting  
@clckids to 81010  

Or  
@clcteens to 81010 

 
 

                                                 Continued on page 7 
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EASTER BREAKFAST 

Sunday April 17th  
9:30 am 

      Donations will go to our camp fund to 
send the teens to AFFIRM Lutheran Camp 2022 

 
 
 

 

 

 

See Sarah for more information! 
 

CLC Kids Easter Egg Hunt 2022 
Sunday April 17th 

After 11:00 am service 

Parents please attend with your child 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

May 7th: Congregation Mother’s Day Tea 
(ALL are Welcome) 

 
May 11th: End of School Party 

(During youth group) 
 

June 3rd-5th: Vacation Bible School 
 

July TBD: Teen Camping Retreat 
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Winter Jam 2022 
Teens and pre-teens enjoyed a night out worshiping and singing with thousands 

of other students across the state.  
 

 

Our kids felt so moved by the Holy Spirit they decided to adopt a child from East Indonesia. 
With the help of our kids and congregation we can make a  

difference in Ataya’s life. 

 

Her birthday is coming up so if you would like to send her a card please give it to Sarah be-
fore May 1st. 

 

We will be collecting donations to sponsor her each month. Her care cost is $39.00 per 
month. 
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    Christ Lutheran has been blessed with the instrumental music of two fine young men at our 
Lenten services.  Lucas Legg has played trumpet, and Ricky Simpson is our tenor saxopho-
nist.  Their beautiful playing of "Were You There," "More Precious than Silver," and "Amazing 
Grace" has enhanced our devotion time on Wednesdays.  Let's get to know Lucas and Ricky. 

 

      Lucas is 14 years old and the grandson of Karen and Les 
Legg.  He is an eighth grader at West Hall Middle 
School.  He has been playing the trumpet since sixth 
grade.  A devoted Tae Kwon Do student at The Edge studio, 
Lucas has attained first degree black belt level.  He is also 
on the studio's demo team that will perform and compete 
in Arkansas soon.   His other favorite hobbies are playing 
video games, studying paleontology, and going to the 
beach.  Lucas participates in CLC youth activities and Con-
firmation classes.  We hope our high-energy Lucas will play 
trumpet in our services for years to come.   

 

     

 

Ricky, the son of Denise Simpson and Paul Egan, is 16 years old 
and is a sophomore at Mill Creek High School.  He has been 
playing alto and tenor saxophone for five years.  He is a mem-
ber of the marching band, concert band, jazz band, and will be 
in the wind ensemble next year.  He recently honored his 
grandmother by playing "Amazing Grace" at her memorial ser-
vice.  Ricky, a Braves fan, plays baseball and is also learning 
guitar and piano.  Ricky enjoys trips to Michigan.  He would 
someday like to own his own business.  We are glad the 6 ft. 
tall, curly-haired Ricky is active in our CLC youth group and 
playing inspirational music for our services. 

 

     

Thank you, Lucas and Ricky, for sharing your talents with our congregation. 
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Jeanne Lewis has been in training as our new Treasurer while I start picking up projects 

around the house for my wife, Gerry.  In looking back, I enjoyed doing the treasurer 

work.  When I started, I did not have any experience so the first year was a challenge.  

But with God’s blessing, I figured it out and spent about 7 years doing the work.  The 

past couple of years, Cathy Freeman has taken charge of donations and Jan Clark is do-

ing payroll. 

 

Most of our church projects are either complete or well underway.  The last two are the landscaping in 

front of the church and installation of the kids playground.  We have a contract to install fencing around the 

playground in early April and some additional landscaping. 

 

 
For those of us 70 ½ or over, a change 
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and save 
money on your taxes.   
A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from an IRA 
owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from your IRA 
to a qualified charity, like our church.  Sometimes this is done to satisfy all or part of 

a required minimum distribution (RMD) which has been returned to the tax code.  Please note, to qualify, 
the contribution must be paid directly to the church. 
 
 

Estate Gifts – Safe and Simple 
Please consider including your church in your estate plan.  It can be very simple as 
“I leave $Amount to Christ Lutheran Church”.  You can designate a particular use for 
your gift otherwise it will go into a Memorial Fund under your name.  When need-
ed, we will contact your family to get approval of its use. 
Even if you do not have a will or trust, many people are now using the newer 
“payable-on-death” (POD) plan to avoid probate.  You sign up for this free plan with 

your bank or brokerage firm and upon your death the proceeds are distributed directly to your named ben-
eficiaries without cost or delay.  
For both IRA and Estate gifts, stock transfers go to our Schwab account.  Checks (the most common way to 
donate) go to: 
 
Christ Lutheran Church 
PO Box 1298 
Oakwood, GA 30566 
(Federal ID is 58-1754954) 
 
Faithfully yours, John Travis, Past Treasurer 

April Treasurer’s Report 
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4/4 Kimberly Overcash 

4/6 Brittlyn Caruso 

4/6 Brooklyn Caruso 

4/6 Cathy Freeman 

4/6 George Moore 

4/11 Cheryl Fuller 

4/14 Greg Kaczorowski 

4/15 Vicki Lewis 

4/16 Nancy Garland 

4/17 Anthony Caruso 

4/21 Carol Kern 

4/22 Mike Marien 

4/23 Marian Harrison 

4/24 Paul Evans 

4/26 Lynn Boland 

4/30 Terry Schmidt 

 

4/26 Paul & Linda Evans 

4/28 Antonio & Nordys Lopez 



 

Sun 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
 

1 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

4 

 

 

 

 

Spring Break 

Dawn out of  

office 

 

8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 

5 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

 

 

 

Spring Break 

Dawn out of  

office 

 

 

 

6 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
6 pm Lenten sup-
per 
7 pm Lent service 
7:30 pm Adult 
choir 
Spring Break 

Dawn out of  

office 

7 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 
 
 
 
Spring Break 

Dawn out of  

office 

 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

9 
 
 
10:30 am 
Kalani Knight  
Memorial service 
 

10 Palm/Passion 
Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 Bible + 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

11 
 
11:30 am WELCA 

6 pm Church 
Council 

8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 
 
 

12 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

13 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
1-4 pm CLC Quilt-
ers 
 
 

14 
 
 Maundy  
Thursday 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South  
Hall Food Pantry 
 
7PM Service 
 
 

15 
Good Friday 
 
 
 
 

7:30 pm  
Tenebrae service 

16 
 
 
8:00am –3:30 pm 
Newborns in Need 

17  
 
7:00 am Sunrise 
service 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 
 

18 
 
4-6 pm CLC staffs 
South Hall Food 
Pantry 

 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

19 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

 

 

Dawn out of office 

20 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
 
 

21 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

22 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

23 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

24 
8:30am Worship 
9:45 am Bible+ 
11 am Worship 
w/Kid’s worship 
 
Online service avail-
able via YouTube 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

26 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

27 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Bible Study 
Via Zoom 
 
6:45 pm Adult 
Choir 
 
 

28 
 
9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 
 
10 am—12 noon 
CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

29 
 
 
 
 
8 pm Fourth  
Dimension AA 

30 

Christ Lutheran Church                                    2022 
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for April 

8:30 am Worship Service  

11:00 am Worship Service 

READERS 

4/3 Cathy Freeman 

4/10 List will be sent out to those who signed up 

4/17 Lisa Sage 

4/24 Jenna Abney 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
4/3 Edna Jackson & Eugene Ferg 
4/10 Beth Marien 
4/17 Sue Joninas 
4/24 Lisa Sage 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

4/3 Cathy Freeman 

4/10 Cathy Freeman 

4/17 Alan Clark 

4/24 Cathy Freeman 

 

 

USHERS 

4/3 Toni Zavadil & Ana Mouthaan 

4/10 Dale Osterloh & Cheryl Neller 

4/17 Richard Scott & Paul Evans 

4/24 Gerry Travis & Lisa Sage 

 

     

READERS   
4/3 Derek Johnson 
4/10 List will be sent to those who 

signed up 
4/17 Jeff Winiesdorffer 
4/24 Joel Parmer 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

4/3 Marilyn Johnson 
4/10 Marie Umberger 
4/17 Zona Buchen 
4/24 Dee Grimshaw 
 

BREAD 
4/3 Gerry Travis 
4/10 Diane Bohn 
4/17 Jill Young 
4/27 Karin Bowman 
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

4/3 Karin Bowman 
4/10 Jenny Goodwin 
4/17 Cindy Grastat 
4/24 Dr. Hank Lewis 
 
 
USHERS 

4/3 Alan & Kimberly Overcash 
4/10 Phyllis Solgere & Janet Seibert 
4/17 Ted Best & Dr. Hank Lewis 
4/24 Don Finfrock & David Tate 
 
11 am Kid’s Worship– Sarah Caruso 
 
 
 


