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I must admit that I was disappointed and 
disheartened: It was Sunday morning, June 
10th, 11 am worship...VBS Celebration Sun-
day! It was the service where we support 
our youth and celebrate all the things that 
the children and young people of our 
church have done and learned during the 

past week of Vacation Bible School. There was wonderful music, enthusi-
astic youth and staff, an outstanding message delivered by Alan Clark.  

There were also 48 people there… the smallest turnout I can remember 
for our 11:00 worship service. Actually, of those 48 people, 31 were partic-
ipants and staff from VBS, 3 were visitors, and only 14 other congregation 
members shared their ministry of presence with our youth that Sunday. 

 

Now, I know that there were congregation members who were sick, on 
vacation, traveling etc. But that Sunday was a reminder to me just how 
much our ministry of presence can mean to those around us and, on that 
Sunday, especially the children and youth of the congregation. 

 

Walter Wangerin, a Lutheran pastor, teacher and author, wrote an essay 
in The Lutheran magazine a number of years ago entitled, “Edification or 
Demolition?”. It is a powerful reminder to us that our words and action 
matter. That they can make a powerful difference in the lives of those 
around us. I re-read this essay from time to time to remind myself of this 
and I print it now here on page 2 for you all to read: not as an admonish-
ment, but simply as a reminder. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor Andy 
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Two gas stations attendants. One I met at a self-service pump; the other at her desk. The first in rain on a chilly 
night. The second in the afternoon, but there was no sun in that building.  

What caused their differing attitudes, I won’t pretend to know. There may be a host of reasons why the latter 
attendant was so bitter, and much sympathy spilled on her. But that isn’t the point right now. Edification is the 
point, a Latin way of saying “building up.” The power to build up other human beings, or else to tear them 
down, no matter how menial the circumstance or how quick the meeting—that is the power possessed by each 
member of the body of Christ, and a mighty power indeed.  

I had my collar up against the rain. I hunched at the rear of the Nova, had screwed the gas cap off and was run-
ning gas into the tank. My hand was numb. Beside me, suddenly, stood the attendant, his hands in his pockets. 
His presence was not rushing me because it was at peace. He said, “hello,” and a smile flicked across his face. 
Nor was he some chill stranger, though I did not know him. When he spoke he looked directly into my eyes—
without fear, without embarrassment, with neither judgment nor haughtiness nor threat. I, whoever I hap-
pened to be; I, whatever my family or my profession; I was there for him in that moment. 

He was lean. Dark hair streaked his forehead with the rain. He shook his head slowly when he saw the brown 
face of my kid looking out the window, and raindrops flew off his chin. I think he laughed. The fill-up seemed to 
take a long time. I hit $20 on the penny, capped the pipe, handed him the bills and watched while he folded 
them into his roll. He did not solve some terrible trouble of mine. Nor did he save me from disaster or fix some-
thing I couldn’t fix. Nevertheless, this attendant did the extraordinary. 

He shook my hand. He smiled one more time, and to me he said, “Thank you.” I admit it: This is a minor and 
nearly forgettable incident. And it should be unworthy of a column. Except that when I slid back into the Nova, 
I stopped a moment before turning the key and Thanne said, “Why are you smiling?” Drip, drip and a slowly 
spreading smile. The fellow had built me up. He had edified me. 

I never saw him again.  

Neither did I ever see the other attendant again. But I remember her too. She kept her separated seat while I 
filled my thirsty car. No matter to that. Most attendants don’t pop out of the station for every person that jerks 
the handle. But when I entered the building, still she kept the seat, her eyes downward, gazing at the top of her 
desk. No book to read. Just staring. 

I held out my money. “Whadda-ya want me to do with that?" she said. “Well, to take it,” I said. “I’m  
paying for the gas.” “So how much was it?” “Twenty.” 

There were lines from her nose to the corners of her mouth. Sullen lines. Anger, for some reason or other. And 
I was, it seemed, an intrusion in her life. She snapped the bills from my hand and bedded them in the slots of 
her register. She was chewing gum. It cracked like biddy-whips. She was whirling her hair with a forefinger. 

I stood there too long, I think. She said, still without looking at me, “Your car stuck? You waiting for some-
thing?” “No.” I slid disquieted into the car and sat awhile. Demolition. Sadness had made me sad. The day had 
been torn down utterly. 

You say: “But how can I serve the Lord? I’m not important. What I do is so common and of little consequence. 
Anyone can do what I do.” But I say to you: “Every time you meet another human being you have the oppor-
tunity. It’s a chance at holiness. For you will do one of two things. Either you will build him up, or you will tear 
him down. Either you will acknowledge that she is, or you will make her sorry that she is —sorry, at least, that 
she is there, with you. You will create, or you will destroy. And the things you dignify or deny are God’s. They 
are made, each one of them, in God’s own image.” 

Edification or Demolition?  

— Walter Wangerin, Jr. 
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Christ Lutheran will be giving out composition books and fiskars scissors  at the fair.  We need donations!  

Please bring your donations to the church and place them in the labeled containers in the narthex by July 15, 

2018.  Thanks for all that you do to support this ministry!  If you have any questions, please contact Cathy 

Freeman. 

Dear CLC family, 

Summer can be a busy time with people traveling and families with kids enjoying time together, but please 
spare a moment to think of those less fortunate.  I know I am grateful for my church family and glad I signed 
up for on line giving so that is one detail less to worry about this time of year.   

Remember this can be a tough time for some families when school is out due to added expenses and no free 
school meals so please remember our South Hall Food Pantry and take a helping hands bag to the grocery 
store to pick up a few items. July 21st the SHFP holds an event that really makes a difference to our commu-
nity.   

They will be holding a Back to School fair where those in need can come collect school supplies from partici-
pating churches and our task is to collect Fiskar scissors and composition notebooks by 7/15.  If you can pick 
up a few of these to help, (or would rather just make a cash donation and let others 

do the shopping) this will be a great help.  There will 
be a blue tub in the narthex, or you can put your do-
nation in the offering or on line towards this worth 
cause.  Please contact myself or Elaine Key if you 
would like to volunteer that day to pass things out.   

Have a great summer.   

Yours in Christ - Toni Zavadil - Outreach 

Back to School Fair at SHCFP 

OUTREACH 

Women of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran Church Association 
Monday, July 9th, is the WELCA Christmas in July lunch.  Please join us at 11:30 am 
at the Houndstooth Grill, located at 6323 Grand Hickory Dr, Braselton, 30517.  Hus-
bands who attend also enjoy fellowship together in a different section of the restau-
rant.  Please bring donations of peanut butter and jelly for South Hall Community 
Food Pantry.   

 

August preview: We will assemble Lutheran World Relief personal care and school kits on Monday, August 
13th.  We will also pack the soap donations.  If this is a project that is near and dear to your heart, mark you 
calendars now so you'll be sure to be there.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. 
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Is Online Giving Right For YOU?? 

This is a question a few of us have asked ourselves.  After all, you have been supporting the church for many 

years and you put your donation into the collection plate each Sunday.  So, why change? 

As the Treasurer, I believe it is good for any of the following: 

For all of us that have a computer or phone to receive emails. 

Can’t always make it to church every Sunday 

You want the option of using your checking account or your credit/debit card. 

Want to simplify your life 

Want to make sure we help the church by giving on a regular basis 

Our Secure Online Giving program at Christ Lutheran has already been a great success!  Pastor Andy asked 

me to look into setting this up soon after I became Treasurer.  I’m sure he thought it would be a Win – Win 

situation. 

You win by making it easy to give and our church wins by receiving donations on a regular basis. 

Using online giving is really simple!  Just go to our 

church website, www.clcga.org, select ONLINE GIV-

ING and follow the instructions.  While most of us 

make our donations to the General Fund, which is 

used for our day-to-day operation, you can also se-

lect from our other funds.  I have my donation de-

ducted from our checking account each week, but 

could have used my Credit card instead.  My dona-

tion is split between the General Fund and our Building Fund. 

When each donation is processed, you receive an email to remind you this was done and thank you for your 

thoughtfulness.   

 

Now it’s your turn.  Give our Secure Online Giving a try!  So far everyone has liked it. And, pick up one of 

those colorful cards to put in the collection plate! 

John Travis, Treasurer 

Volunteers needed 

We are in need of additional readers for the late service 
(11 am).  If you would be interested in serving as a read-
er, please contact Sharon Stevens at 470-429-3322 or e-
mail stevenssharon220@gmail com. 

 

We also need volunteers to sign up for Coffee Fellowship 
for 11 am service. I will start assigning shifts again starting 
in September.  If you are interested in helping out, please 
send Dawn an email at clcga@bellsouth.net. 

http://www.clcga.org
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Youth Summer News 

  Teen Girls Bible Study 

Teen girls ages 12-18 are welcome to join this 

unique bible study. We will be reading the 

book Grit and Grace while studying some of 

the bible. 

For more information please contact Sarah at clcy-
outhdirector@gmail.com 

As we are on a summer break from kids worship we are actively 
seeking volunteers for the next school year (starting August). Kids 
worship cannot be offered without volunteer help. The rotation 
should be around every two months or so. Please pray about this 
and sign up if you can. This is a great way to connect with our youth. 

 

Youth Committee Meeting to discuss the upcom-

ing year will be held July 22, 2018 after the 11 am 

service.  

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS & CAMPERSTHANK YOU VOLUNTEERS & CAMPERS  

VBS 2018 Recap: 

39 Campers 

10 Teen Crew Leaders 

18 Station Volunteers 

2 Design/Décor volunteers 

1 Crazy Director 

1 Island Pastor 

= One amazing VBS filling the hearts of many with pure joy! 

mailto:clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
mailto:clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
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Youth Summer News 

We are so happy we were able to send 6 kids to 
camp this year with your donations!!!! THANK 
YOU!!!  
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7/1 Dale Osterloh 

7/2 Sarah Bowman 

7/2 Denise Simpson 

7/5 Sue Joninas 

7/11 Dee Grimshaw 

7/12 Gary Umberger 

7/13 Bill Kangas 

7/16 Darrell Crews 

7/19 Eric Bowman 

 

 

7/7 Bob & Janet Falcey 
 

7/20 Jim & Sue Joninas 

7/20 Joshua King 

7/20 Bonnie Nichols 

7/23 Joyce Wonnacott 

7/24 Connie Coupal 

7/24 Rick Hartman 

7/25 Eli King 

7/28 Clyde Harris 

7/28 Derek Johnson 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship  

1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

2 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

 

 

3 4  

Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

6 

 

 

8 pm AA 

7 

8 

 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship  

1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

 

 

9 

11:00 am WELCA 
Christmas in July 
party 

Houndstooth Grill 

8 pm AA 

 

 

 

Pastor vacation 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor vacation 

11 

10 am Bible Study 

6 pm Teen Girl Bible 
Study 

6:45 pm Choir practice 

 

 

 

 

Pastor vacation 

12 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor vacation 

13 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA 

 

 

Pastor vacation 

14 

 

15 

Hunger Relief Sunday 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship 

1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

 

16 

 

 

6:30 pm Church 
Council 

8 pm AA 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

10 am Bible Study 

6 pm Teen Girl Bible 
study 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

19 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

7 pm Pub Theology 

Left Nut Brewing Co. 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

21 

SHCFP Back to 
School Fair 

 

22 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship  

12 noon Youth Commit-
tee Meeting 

1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

23 

 

 

  8pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

10 am Bible Study 

6 pm Teen Girl Bible 
study 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

 

7 pm Pub Theology 

Left Nut Brewing Co. 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship  

1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

4-6 pm SHCFP 

 

 

8pm AA 

   

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Christ Lutheran Church                  2018 
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READERS 
 
7/1 Jan Clark 

7/8 - Mindy Ellis 

7/15 - Edna Jackson 

7/22 - Toni Zavadil 

7/29 - Cathy Freeman 

 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

7/1 Kay Knight 

7/8 Sue & Jim Joninas 

7/15 Beth Marien 

7/22 Gerry & John Travis 

7/29 Lisa Sage 

COMMUNION BREAD 
7/1 Kay Knight 
7/8 Ginger Huddleston 
7/15 Diane Bohn 
7/22 Gerry Travis 
7/29m Freda Bair 
    
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

7/1 Diane Mulkey 
 
 
 

** For summer 
months, if you 
would like to help 
out with fellowship, 
please sign up on 

the board in the narthex. 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

7/1 Kay Knight 

7/8 Alan Clark 

7/15 Kat Hartman 

7/22 Jim Trimboli 

7/29 Alan Clark 

 

USHERS  

7/1 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby 

7/8 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas 

7/15 Gene Ferg & Cathy Freeman 

7/22 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock 

7/29 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby 

Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for July 

8:30 am Worship Service  

READERS   

7/1 Pat Freeman 

7/8 - Phyllis Solgere 

7/15 - Cindy Grastat 

7/22 - Sharon Stevens 

7/29 - Jeff Winiesdorffer 

 
 
Kid’s Worship 
No Kid’s worship during 
June and July 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

7/1 Cindy Grastat 

7/8 Karin Bowman  

7/15 Jenny Goodwin 

7/22 Derek Johnson 

7/29 Cindy Grastat 

 

 

 
  
USHERS 

7/1 Phyllis Solgere & Carol Farrell 

7/8 Janet & Austin Seibert 

7/15 Ted Best & Hank Lewis 

7/22 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman 

7/29 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl 

 

COUNTERS 

7/1 Melinda Parmer & Marilyn Johnson 

7/8 Don Finfrock & Eric Bowman 

7/15 Jeff Winiesdorffer & Jeanne Lewis 

7/22 Jan & Dane Clark 

7/29 Betty & Scott McKevitt & Janet 
Goetz 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

7/1 Elaine Key 

7/8 Diane Morhard 

7/15 Karen Legg 

7/22 Marie Umberger 

7/29 Marilyn Johnson 

 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 

11:00 am Worship Service 


