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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
770-535-9938
officeadmin@clcga.net

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2020 Church Council
Alan Clark……President/Christian Education
770-778-6423
adclark924@gmail.com
Ken Hayden…………………….V.P./Finance
770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis………………………….Treasurer
770-967-4178
JohnATravis@outlook.com
Toni Zavadil………………….Scribe/Outreach
770-519-3346
tjzavadil@gmail.com
Jan Clark ……………………...Administration
770-965-1573
JanMRClark@gmail.com
Karin Bowman………………………...Nurture
770-614-0967
kjbowman812@yahoo.com
Joel Parmer ………………………….Property
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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: officeadmin@clcga.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

Thank you all so much for your faithfulness and patience these past 6 months.
These times have been anything but easy.
We all hope very much to get back to corporate worship, preferably sooner rather
than later. We continue to monitor the
number of positive Covid cases in Hall
County, the rate of positivity amongst
those tested, how many cases are in the Northeast Georgia Hospitals, and the
14 day trend in cases. Our objective is to welcome people back to corporate
worship when it is safe enough to do so. Believe me when I say, no one
wants to get back to worship more than I. However, this is not a matter of
what I want. Rather, this is a matter of living out our call to love and care for
our neighbor by not exposing them to this virus. That being said, please
know that I share your frustration with all this uncertainty. I also long for
things to “get back to normal.”
There’s a verse from the prophet Joel that’s been coming to mind
lately. Israel has suffered through a horrible and devastating infestation of
locusts followed by drought. The people call out to God for mercy. God responds. God makes his presence known to them and declares that relief is on
the way. He promises that the land will be green and bountiful again. Not
only does God promise a turnaround in their circumstances, he makes this
straightforward promise: God says, through Joel, “I will repay you for the years
the locusts have eaten” (Joel 2:25).
“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten.”
It’s not just that the future will be better. It’s that God is going to …
what? … tack on years to their lives to make up for the years of suffering?
Or make the next few years so spectacular that Israel will feel they came out
even? We don’t know precisely what God had in mind with these words. But
they’re a powerful reminder of just who we’re dealing with when we’re dealing with our God. Or, it’s probably better to say, we’re reminded just who’s
dealing with us.
This is the God who created and continues to create the world. This
is the author of time. This is God who is limitless in compassion as well as in
power. This is our God who holds our years in his loving hands.
Which leads me to ask … How’s this particular year going for you?
Are you one of the many, many people who find themselves saying they just
want 2020 to end? Does it feel like a lost year, not much more than one disaster after another? Have the events of this year—pandemic, economic freefall, schools closing, weather events, lost loved ones and lost time with loved
ones—felt like an inescapable horde of locusts eating their way through your
days and nights, leaving nothing green behind?

404-202-1761
parmerjoel@yahoo.com
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Well, God is going to more than make up for the limitations of this year, its griefs and its losses. God is going
to repay us for this year the “locusts ” have eaten.
God is going to bless us with life, joyful and fulfilling life, that will make what we’ve lost look like a speck in
the rearview mirror. We’ve seen it in Jesus Christ and we’re given it in Jesus Christ. Life abundant and eternal. Life
in the presence of God.
Remember these words from John’s vision in Revelation, a glimpse of what’s to come:
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” (Revelation 21:3-5)
My brothers and sisters in Christ, these words are trustworthy and true. Our hope at all times is in the trustworthy and true promises of God. Our reliance on God is just more obvious during some times than others. This is
one of those times when our hope gets a chance to shine. May your hope and trust in God be strong and shining.
May it light up not just your own life but also the lives of everyone around you.
In Christ,
Pastor Andy

UPDATED FELLOWSHIP HALL

Our fellowship hall has been upgraded with sound reduction panels on our walls. These
panels will absorb and reduce noise while controlling sound in our open space. When
we are able to return in person, it will make hearing each other in the room more comfortable. We are excited to see everyone when we are able to return!
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CLC Offering Holy Communion via ZOOM
Are you hungry for the sacrament? Several members have asked about receiving Holy Communion while in-person worship is suspended. With this in mind, I invite you to join us for Holy
Communion on Sunday morning, September 6, 2020, @ 10 am via ZOOM.
To prepare, set up a sacred space in your home with elements of bread or cracker and wine or
grape juice. Invite Jesus to be present as you hear the words "The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you"
Below is the ZOOM link to connect. If you have any questions or concerns, either about getting
on ZOOM or about Holy Communion via ZOOM, please feel free to contact Pastor Andy @
770-403-1194.
Topic: CLC Holy Communion via ZOOM
Time: September 6, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81215821510?
pwd=dkN2a25OT21IREtqd3FkMGNMNzQ0QT09
Meeting ID: 812 1582 1510
Passcode: 127285

CLC Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join us each Wednesday morning at 10 am for our weekly Bible study
with Pastor Andy. The weekly scriptures studied will be sent out the
week before via email.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89427155850?
pwd=MElEc2tnZEJBOUtTQjJkMjdWa0ZYdz09
Meeting ID: 894 2715 5850
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“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble”
(Psalm 46:1).
Friends,
Hurricane Laura, a powerful Category 4 storm, has hit Louisiana and parts of Texas with devastating
force, causing at least three deaths, major damage and leaving hundreds of thousands without power. With extremely dangerous storm surge and winds of at least 150 mph, it’s one of the most powerful storms to hit the area in a century, and it left widespread destruction in its wake. Given the complexities caused by COVID-19, sheltering those impacted will be a challenge.
Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response (Upbring)
and the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast and Southwestern Texas
synods, which are assessing the immediate needs and initiating a response. While the extent of the
damage is not yet known, we will accompany devastated communities from immediate relief through
long-term recovery. This is an important part of Christ’s call to our church.
Please give today. Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for
those whose lives have been devastated by Hurricane Laura. Gifts designated for “Hurricane
Response” will be used entirely (100%) for hurricane response efforts until they are complete.
Together, we can help provide immediate and long-lasting support for those whose lives have been
impacted by hurricanes. Please join me in prayer and partnership, and stay connected to the latest
events and our response to this and other disasters through our Facebook page.
In Christ’s service,

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Funding
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Sundays @ 1:00PM

God in Our Lives Today…..

Staying Connected with Zoom… All are Welcome!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89201790501?pwd=REd5Q0NYNlFhTlp5cE5CT2UydHFzdz09
Meeting ID: 892 0179 0501
Password: 766723

Some formats we use
“The Wired Word”, Current Headline News Stories, discussion &
Conversation. Connecting todays Christian Living with supporting
Scripture Readings.
ELCA Daily Discipleship or Daily Faith……..discussing and exploring
readings of current Sunday’s Lectionary.
Lutheran Hour Devotions, followed by discussion.
“Lutheran Hour Ministries” bringing the changeless Christ
to a changing world, each week reaching millions.
Please continue to Contribute to our “Cow Fund”, Sending Support to
Family Promise, Lutheran Disaster Relief, LWR and other Special Needs.

We look forward to seeing you……Sharon and Bill

YOUTH UPDATE
CLC Kid’s Worship will resume meeting via ZOOM starting on
September 13, 2020. The links will be sent out to the parents
soon by Ms. Sarah.
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FAMILY PROMISE UPDATES
August 19, 2020
Dear Friends of Family Promise,
I hope you will be as excited by this message as I am. I am happy to report that
our capital campaign -- The Homestead, Empowerment Lives Here -- has raised
$1,603,962.46 surpassing our goal of $1.3 million by almost 24 percent. In different times, we would get together to toast this success, but we will do that another time. You, and other campaign donors, have created The Homestead, a centralized campus of housing, programs, and services, which in the years to come
will greatly expand our ability to help children and their families who are experiencing homelessness.
When we started the campaign in January 2019, $1.3 million looked like a monumental task to me. Your generosity, coupled with the campaign leadership of
Hank Goble, chair, and the board of directors, helped make the task easier for me
as I balanced fundraising calls and meetings with the day-to-day responsibilities
of being executive director. I am grateful for all of you and what we have accomplished together.
Throughout it all, nothing would have been possible without you. Without the support of our donors and supporters, none of what we have done and will do would even be possible. It's hard to believe now our country is in a
pandemic but the timing is unbelievable because the needs in our community are so great. Already with a campus
and space this size we have been able to adapt our resources and move into serving families in so many ways
than we had ever dreamed of doing.
Within months of moving to The Homestead we were able to serve more individuals in two community events than
we have ever been able to do in all of our existence. We served 463 children through The Christmas Promise Store
and 950 families though our Promise to Feed school meal distribution. That is something we could have never
done in our old space. The potential we have here is so great as already seen through those two events.
Stay in touch for more details because we are confident we will be able to host a ribbon cutting event upon completion of phase one.

Promise to Feed
With the help of our wonderful volunteers, our Promise to Feed program
has begun to take on a different look. We have always envisioned a food
pantry where families can shop and pick what they want, much like a
grocery store. After meeting with the GA Mountain Food Bank, we realized this is referred to as a client choice pantry and currently there is not
one in Hall County. Details are still being worked out, but this will be
open certain hours and days a week for shopping. We have a detailed
list on our website for what our shelves will be stocked with. We have
been working closely with a volunteer from Eagle Ranch who helps them
with their store. We will still purchase what we can from the food bank,
but we cannot always get what we need, so will supplement with food
from donations.

Continued on page 4
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Birthdays are always fun at Little Steps!
Little Steps Community Daycare
Daycare is moving along quite well and all the children are keeping the staff on
their toes. It is so fun to walk through the building and hear the laughs, squeals
and sometimes cries knowing these children are in a place where they are being
loved. With all that is going on with COVID within the schools and their hybrid
and virtual teaching, we are trying to implement our own school “Pandemic”
pod. We will start small and I am meeting tomorrow with the Hall County counselors to see how this might work as we partner with the schools to keep kids
from falling behind. We already have a few siblings in the daycare that could
utilize this service, so we will continue to explore options.
We would love for you to stop by The Homestead (just bring a mask) so we can
show you all the transformations that are happening on our campus. This includes a new sign at the road, a large tree clearing, prepping and painting,
rooms organized and the basement renovation.
Thank you so much for your support,

Bathroom #1- Check out the beautiful Mincey Marble shower.

Laundry room
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WELCA VIRTUAL MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER 14th
I know we all miss seeing each other! Since in-person meetings still aren't on the agenda, let's plan on having another
virtual get-together on our next regularly scheduled meeting
date and time: Monday, September 14th at 9:45 am.
Ladies who are already on the WELCA distribution list will
automatically get a Zoom invite. If you do not normally get WELCA emails, and would like to be
included, please let me know. Just drop an email to Phyllis Solgere at psolgere@aol.com. All ladies are welcome. Plan to bring your coffee or favorite beverage to spend some time catching up
and checking in with each other.
See you then!

OUTREACH
Greetings everyone! I sure miss seeing all my church friends, but
maybe we will be able to meet again soon.
Some upcoming projects that we can keep going (hopefully) besides our food pantry and it's needs which are always ongoing, are
sending masks in bundles of 25 to Lutheran World Relief:
Lutheran World Relief,
601 Main Street,
PO Box 188,
New Windsor, MD 21776
ph: 410-635-8795
Another outreach program that is still moving forward behind the scenes, is our quilting efforts
and our knitters. If you need supplies please let me know and we will work out how to get
things to you.
Thanks to everyone who brought supplies to the back to school backpack program. Stay healthy
and stay safe.
Toni Zavadil
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9/5 Ethan King
9/5 Julie Ehlers-King
9/5 Karen Legg
9/5 Aiden Mattingly
9/6 Don Finfrock
9/7 Mary Moore
9/8 Dr. Hank Lewis
9/9 Kevin Bohn
9/10 Bob Terry
9/11 Jack Slough
9/13 Arnie McCleese
9/19 Janet Meyers
9/21 Jeff Freeman
9/21 John Travis
9/28 Russ Goodwin
9/30 Susan Cordial
9/30 Jim Joninas

9/11 Ken & Signy Uyl
9/14 Don & Carol Woosley
9/18 Terry & Cindy Schmidt
9/22 Joel & Melinda Parmer
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Sun
Christ
Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

7

1 pm Zoom
Bible+

8 pm Fourth

8

4-6 pm South
Hall Community
Food Pantry

Fri

Sat
5

Via Zoom

4
10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry
8 pm Fourth
5:00pm CLC
Covid-19 ReopenDimension AA
ing Team

9

10

12

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

10 am Bible Study

6
Online Worship
10 am Zoom Holy
Communion

2020

Via Zoom

11

10 am— 12 noon
South Hall Community Food Pantry
8 pm Fourth

Dimension AA

Dimension AA

13
Online Worship
9:45 am Kids
Worship ZOOM
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

14

15

16

17

9:45 am

10 am Bible Study

Zoom WELCA

Via Zoom

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

18

19
8:00am –3:30 pm
Newborns in Need

5:00 pm Church
Council Meeting

8 pm Fourth

8 pm Fourth

Dimension AA

Dimension AA

20
Online Worship

21

22

23

24

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

Via Zoom

9:45 am Kids
Worship ZOOM
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

8 pm Fourth

27
Online Worship

28

8 pm Fourth
Dimension AA

Dimension AA

29

30
10 am Bible Study
Via Zoom

9:45 am Kids
Worship ZOOM
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

8 pm Fourth
Dimension AA

25

26

