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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: officeadmin@clcga.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

Not According to Plans
CLC STAFF

With COVID-19 putting a crimp in so many of our plans for
Christ-mas and the holidays, maybe this is a good time to
remember how the arrival of Jesus did not fit into the plans
and expectations of his family and beyond….

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
770-535-9938
officeadmin@clcga.net

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net

+ Mary and Joseph were planning to have children in the traditional way, after they were
officially married.
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+ They were probably planning to have this child closer to home rather than in Bethlehem.
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+ They planned for the delivery to take place in a guesthouse or inn rather than a stable.
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+ Joseph, a carpenter, probably had plans of laying this child in a cradle of his own making rather than the feeding trough of cows and sheep.

Custodian: Scottye Sisk
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+ The shepherds expected to spend a quiet night with their sheep rather than being overwhelmed with the songs of angels.
+ Mary and Joseph anticipated a peaceful night of bonding with their newly-born child
rather than a noisy night of shepherds telling their stories of angels singing to them.
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+The Wisemen did not expect to be taking a trip west in order to see a baby.
+ Herod was not expecting a challenge to his reign coming in the form of an infant.
+ Mary and Joseph did not plan to take a trip to Egypt with their newborn child.
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All these plans and expectations were wrecked, and yet Jesus, the Prince of Peace, shows
up in the middle of it, and we wouldn’t want it any other way.
Three “mask-wearing, socially-distanced, reservation-only services” or worshiping and
singing “Silent Night” in your home via YouTube is not how we expected to spend Christmas Eve this year, as well as being separated from many of our family mem-bers. We did
not expect fear to be so prevalent at a time so sacred to us, but this hap-pens in life, as
the story of Jesus’ birth clearly shows us. These difficulties and disap-pointments are a
part of life, and what we see in the birth of Jesus is the fact that God does not stay at a
distance from these setbacks but is right there in the midst of them bringing blessings
beyond our wildest imaginations.
We have an advantage that Mary and Joseph and the others did not. We can see that this
is how God operates and because of it, we can journey into these disappointing new experiences with eyes wide open, expecting to see God somehow, some-where in the midst
of it. Maybe this year, with all of its challenges and grief, we may be par-ticularly open to
witnessing Emmanuel, “God with us”, in ways we never could have imagined before.

Blessings to you,
Pastor Andy
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
It is that time of year again where Outreach has so many opportunities to reach out to
those in need. By the time you read this our Operation Shoebox will have wrapped up
and even with the difficulties of these times, our response has been better than I anticipated. Thanks to all who either filled boxes, donated cash, and provided the labor to get
things ready to go. A special thank you to Ann McDivitt and her team of Santa's helpers
who make this possible.
We have had good response for the food pantry and the numbers they serve have been
growing. Ann had a great suggestion for helping the local people in need that are served
by our pantry and details are included in this Vine. The idea comes from the old fashioned
Advent calendars where you opened a little door in the calendar each day for a surprise. Well this involves giving. Many of us are
missing our Christmas traditions and are looking for a way to feel the holiday spirit and this idea may appeal to you. I will provide our
Food Pantry helping hands bags that were done by our youth for you to put your food items in. There will be extra lists available and
you can easily fill it all at once, or do it in little bits if you prefer. Look for these in the narthex by our giving tree.
Also this year we will again have the ornaments that you may take off the tree to give to the Lutheran World Relief. You can either
donate online or put your donation with the ornament in the offering plate. I use these as gifts for people who really don't want or
need anything. Several friends have joined this tradition of giving in the name of a friend. If you do it online, there is an option to
print out a Christmas card. You really can do any amount as they will use the money where most needed. People who receive the
animals do so knowing they need to pass the first offspring on to others in need. It is a very good program and a safe donation. While farm animals are dear to my heart, they have many other things they do with the money such as safe water, education
and providing tools to help lift communities out of poverty.
Please prayerfully consider helping out our neighbors, both near and far, however you feel called to do. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me.
Toni Zavadil
Outreach

Family Promise. We are scheduled to host the week of December 6. Hosting means providing grocery cards to
Kroger and gas cards as well. Due to the generosity of our members, we have enough money to cover this
for four families currently in hotels for the empowerment program.
It is possible that we will host again in January. I am working on clarifying this. If we cannot supply a place to
shelter we can at least make sure these families are fed and can get to work.
Thank you to all who have donated to our family promise account.
Envelopes for 2021
The envelopes will be available for pickup on December the 6 at our congregational
meeting. After the meeting they will be available in the hall way near to the outside
door to the fellowship hall. You can stop by the office and pick yours up.
If you do not pick up your envelopes by January 15, I will not order for you for next year.
Many of you have moved to online giving. This makes my job easier.
You can always donate by placing money in a plain envelope with your name inside and an indication of where
you want the money to go.
Cathy Freeman
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Once Upon A (Christmas) Time With WELCA
Christmas greetings from WELCA! The ladies of the church are invited
to an exciting event planned for our December meeting on Monday,
December 14th, at noon. We will have a delicious sandwich or salad
lunch catered by The Honey Baked Ham Co. and a fun time sharing
Christmas stories. Ladies, here's your chance to tell your favorite holiday stories, whether they're memories, legends, myths, or fairy tales they'll all be fun to share and a joy to hear.
We must preorder our lunches by December 7th. Prices range from $9.29 - $9.99, plus
tax. Please RSVP to Phyllis Solgere (psolgere@aol.com) by December 6th and I will send you
the details for you to place your order.
Looking forward to seeing many of you on the 14th. Don't forget your face coverings! There
will be a prize for the most festive!
WELCA Christmas Collection
Each year, WELCA supports a local program that serves the needs of the community for our
Christmas collection. This year, we will collect items for My Sister's
House, a shelter located in Gainesville that serves single women and
mothers with children. They provide a nurturing home, transportation assistance, nutritious meals, and other basic necessities. Their
goal is to provide a fresh start for these women and their children and
to shower all they serve with God's love.
We are collecting the following items that are critically needed right
now and invite the congregation to help in anyway you can. There will be a box in the narthex
on December 6th and 13th to receive your donations. Thank you in advance for your generous
response.
Gift cards (Aldi, Kroger, Walmart)
Disinfectant wipes and spray
Laundry soap
Toilet and shower cleaner
Food Pantry
Many of you have continued to donate to the food pantry. We appreciate this so much. On
Saturday Nov. 21 volunteers from CLC served 32 families. This month the food pantry has
distributed over 12,000 lbs of food. This is a wonderful ministry.
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Christmas Eve Worship Plans
Many people have been asking about Christmas Eve in the midst of Covid-19. What are the plans?
Christ Lutheran is planning to offer 3 in-person worship services at 7:00 PM, 9:00 PM and 11:00 PM on Christmas
Eve. Each of these services will be mask-only, socially-distanced, and reservation-required, just like our Sunday services are now. Reservation sign-up will begin on Monday, December 14th and you will be able to sign up either online or by calling the church office. If all three services fill-up and still more wish to attend, we have the option of
offering a 5:00 PM service.
For those not comfortable with in-person worship, we will be offering a
Christmas Eve service on-line. This service will include all the traditional
carols, including “Silent Night” by candlelight. If anyone would like to
light a candle and sing along at home, we will gladly deliver candles to
your home. Simply call the church office and make a request.
Thank you all for your patience and flexibility during this time of Covid-19 and we appreciate your support as we
seek to offer a meaningful and safe worship experience this Christmas Season.

Annual Church Meeting
We have scheduled the Congregational Meeting for
Sunday, December 6 between services from
9:45 am to 10:45 am.
We are hoping for an outdoor meeting, weather permitting. If it rains on December 6, we will move the meeting to the following Sunday, December 13. If it rains on December 13, we will hold the meeting indoors in the fellowship hall. Hopefully we will be able to
get this accomplished without additional delay.
Prayers for Russell Goodwin. He is ending the first 21 day cycle of a drug test
at Emory for reoccurrence of Gliosarcoma. It is a try-ing time, but we are
hopeful the benefits will be worth the side effects. We are blessed to have
such amazing opportunities for treatment. Thank you, Peggy

Operation Christmas Child
79 total boxes were taken to the collection center. Of those, 20 were packed by individuals, and the remainder were
packed using donations from the congregation.
Many thanks to everyone who was so generous!
Thanks also to Sharon Stevens who went with me to buy items and to Lucy Terry who helped me load my car when I
transported the boxes. Thanks! Ann McDivitt
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GIVING BACK
We received many blessings this past year. As we enter the Christmas Season, many of us will celebrate the
birth of Jesus in a different way. As people aren't seeing family as much or unable to travel for the holidays
because of COVID-19, a gift just might hold a different weight in someone’s heart. Some of us are still attending church while many of us can now use technology to share God’s word. Both are important.
We are very close to making our Ministry Plan for 2020. Please consider making contributions to ensure we
‘make plan’. As you are aware, we also have many funds to support special interests. Of note, we had a $5,000
contribution to our Mundy Mill Sign Fund which we plan to use next year after the trees are removed.

Charitable Gifts from your IRA.
Several tax changes have been made to gifts from your IRA. For many, the most important one is no Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) for 2020. You can still give the
church a gift from your IRA, but the RMD is not required this year. Also, there are several
other changes which you should discuss with the financial institution that manages your
IRA.
Estate Gifts – Safe and Simple
Please consider including your church in your estate plan. It can be very simple as “I
leave $Amount to Christ Lutheran Church”. You can designate a particular use for your
gift otherwise it will go into a Memorial Fund under your name. When need-ed, we will
contact your family to get approval of its use.
Even if you do not have a will or trust, many people are now using the newer “payableon-death” (POD) plan to avoid probate. You sign up for this free plan with your bank or
brokerage firm and upon your death the proceeds are distributed directly to your
named beneficiaries without cost or delay.
For both IRA and Estate gifts, stock transfers go to our Schwab account. Checks (the most common way to donate)
go to:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
(Federal ID is 58-1754954)
John Travis, Treasurer
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Sundays @ 1:00PM

God in Our Lives Today…..
Join us in our Advent discussion series on Zoom
The Christmas story is the good news of God entering into our darkness. In
this four-session series by Pastor J. D. Greear, we will take a deeper look at
Jesus as Emmanuel, our Wonderful Counselor, the Everlasting Father, and the
great I Am. As we know Jesus, we will better see how the arrival of Jesus
changes every-thing.
For discussion outline, please click on:
https://reader.rightnowmedia.org/1278/461467

Dec. 6th Session 2: “Wonderful Counselor”
Dec. 13th Session 3: “Everlasting Father”
Dec. 20th Session 4: “I AM
Time: Sundays @ 1:00 PM

Zoom link, ID and Password
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86005147102?pwd=dmV1a3hNWEtEQklzTHoyYVRGTGIwdz09
Meeting ID: 860 0514 7102

Please continue to Contribute to our “Cow Fund”, Sending Support to Family Promise, Lutheran Dis-aster Relief, LWR and other Special Needs.
Current project is developing mailer card for those who are homebound. Last month, we mailed about 20
which exhausted our supply. We are working to update the note with the NEW image of our church building.
If you would be interested in working on adding to the rendering of the church mailer by adding color, etc.
please contact Dawn in the office. I will send you a copy of the drawing to work with. It will need to be sized
to fit on a 4.5x5” stock card to send out to people in our church.

We look forward to seeing you……Sharon and Bill
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12/1 Denise Kelly
12/2 Jaina Johnson
12/6 Gene Ferg
12/8 Diane Morhard
12/10 Jim Trimboli
12/13 Doreen Krumenacher
12/13 Diane Mulkey
12/15 Joel Parmer
12/17 Maddie Caruso
12/17 Kay Knight
12/21 Don Woosley
12/22 Greg Thomas
12/26 Bev Alley
12/30 Diana Stroup
12/31 Elise King

12/6 Karen & Les Legg
12/21 Clyde & Betty Harris
12/22 Al & Mary Ringer
12/24 Jack & Jan Slough
12/28 Kline & Patricia Pugh

Sun
Christ
Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

9 am Morning
Miracles AA

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

Via Zoom

6

7

8:30 am In person worship
9:45 am Annual
Church Meeting
11 am In person worship
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

8 pm Fourth

13

14

8:30 am In person worship
10 am Zoom Holy Communion
11 am In person worship
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

2020

8

Dimension AA

9

10

8 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast

9 am Morning
Miracles AA

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

Via Zoom

16

17

8 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

9 am Morning
Miracles AA

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

Via Zoom

5:00 pm Church
Council Meeting

6 pm Kid’s

Dimension AA

worship

21

27

28

22

23
8 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

4-6 pm South
Hall Community

Via Zoom

30

31

8 pm Fourth
Dimension AA

29

24
Christmas Eve
Services
7p
9 pm
11 pm
By reservation
only

10 am Bible Study

Food Pantry

8:30 am In person worship
10 am Zoom Holy Communion
8 pm Fourth
11 am In person worDimension AA
ship
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

12

18

19
8:00am –3:30 pm
Newborns in Need

8 pm Fourth
Dimension AA

8 pm Fourth

20
8:30 am In person worship
10 am Zoom Holy Communion
11 am In person worship
1 pm Zoom
Bible+

11

Dimension AA

worship

12 noon WELCA
Christmas Lunch

Dimension AA

8 pm Fourth

6 pm Kid’s

15

8 pm Fourth

8 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10 am Bible Study
Via Zoom

25

26
10 am— 12 noon
South Hall Community Food Pantry

