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Sometimes, when things get torn apart, good can still come from it.   

At last January’s annual meeting it was announced that the land between our 
CLC property and Mundy Mill Road, the property with all the trees that 
blocks passersby from seeing the church, had been very generously donated 
to CLC.  For over 20 years we had been wishing, hoping and praying to ob-
tain that property so that we could take down those trees and enable people 
to see that there really is a church at the corner of Old Oakwood Road and 
Mundy Mill Road!   

At our September Church Council meeting, the Council agreed to enter into 
a contract with Georgia Brush and Mowing to remove most of the trees 
along Mundy Mill as well as clearing the detention pond on the left side of 
our driveway.   For 20 years we’ve waited!  The time has finally come!! And 
yet, as I pulled into the church and looked over at those trees one morning 
this week,  it struck me that they will soon be gone and things will look dif-
ferent.  I had a brief sense of loss, grieving the change a bit.  That surprised 
me.  CLC being visible from the road was something I’d wanted for a long 
time. I know something good, brighter and newer is coming….. and yet,  it’s 
hard getting there. 

I wonder if Jesus disciples felt that way at all?  As he came and taught them a 
“new” way and direction and boundary and reach and grace of God, how did 
they feel about this change?   

We hear from Peter time after time that he’s stuck in his old ways.  And 
yet each time Peter clings to the old, Jesus gently redirects him to “follow 
him” and learn this new way.  Something good and newer and different is 
coming.   

I’ve felt this way many times during this pandemic with all the changes we 
have been forced to go through.  I grieve the loss of so many things that we 
aren’t able to do now and might not be able to go back to.  But as with Peter, 
I have to believe that God is about to show us a new, better thing.  As with 
these trees coming down, I look forward to the new, brighter and better thing 
coming.   

       Continued on page 2 
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Jeremiah reminded the people: “For surely I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord “plans to prosper you 
and not harm you, plans to give you a future with hope.” 

As we continue to transition through these challenging times with changes in church, school, and family routines, 
don’t forget to name the grief/loss that is involved in these changes.  It’s ok to do that!  It’s important to do 
that.  With our health situations, family traditions and relationships, what parts are important to let go of and what 
parts are important to hang onto?  What changes are we in the middle of that could be a blessing?  And what parts 
of these “pandemic renovations” can we take, change and repurpose to bless our lives in new ways in the future? 

We may not be named Peter, but how is Jesus inviting you and me to “follow him” and more deeply trust him 
during these times of change? 

Lord, help us through the traditions and redirect us toward the blessings coming.  Amen 

Pastor Andy 

1992 CLC sign from Mundy Mill Road Current view from Mundy Mill Road 

Now you see them….soon you won’t! 
Take a good look at the trees between the church and Mundy Mill Road, as well as the trees in the 
detention area on the left side of  the church driveway, as most of  them will soon be gone.   

 

The CLC Church Council has contracted with Georgia Brush Mowing and Land Clearing to remove 
the trees in order to give the church greater visibility from the road.  We are able to do this because 
of  the generous donation of  the property between the church and Mundy Mill Road by Mr. Dub 
Bagwell to the ministry of  CLC.  Clearing is expected to take place in late October or November. 
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Family Promise Updates 

In this year of  2020 so much has changed.  This includes Family Promise.   Currently Family prom-

ise is not housing families in churches. The homestead on McEver Rd is not ready, so we are using 

Stepping Stone house in Flowery Branch and motels. At this time, each church is assigned a week to 

provide grocery gift cards (usually Kroger) or gas cards.   It is most likely that once the homestead 

opens for housing families, we will supply meals by using these cards as well.  We are not permitted 

by the health department to bring food into the facility that has not been prepared in a commercially 

certified kitchen. Soooo here is the plan. 

We will collect money in an account ear marked for Family Promise.   When our week approaches, 

we will purchase gift cards for gas and groceries for the families.  When you feel touched by the 

plight of  homelessness, please donate to family promise. You can indicate on your offering envelope 

any money that you want to have go to family promise.  Our next week to act as hosts is December 

6. 

 I know I will miss working with you all in the kitchen, making beds, and sweeping floors, but this is 

a new and different time we live in. 

Please make checks out to Christ Lutheran and indicate in note line FAMILY PROMISE or mark 

on outside of  envelope. 

Cathy Freeman 

Family Promise Thank You! 

Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran, 

On behalf  of  the board, children and families of  Family Promise, I thank you 

for your monetary support and your faithful housing of  families for so long!  

Your congregation has stood in the gap for THE FAMILY, you have served as 

the Lord’s hands and feet and you are REALIZING the vision of  the beautiful 

HOMESTEAD.  It is beautiful to witness so many of  our congregations coming 

together to support a  SOLUTION that makes sense and will show Love in ac-

tion to so, so many. 

 

In deep appreciation, 

Barbara Griffeth 

Board member 
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It is that time of year again when we traditionally participate 
in Operation Christmas Child.  Perhaps more than ever the 
gift of a box to a child is needed.  After consideration by the 
council, it has been decided that we will go ahead and take 
part in 2020.  

 

To simplify things we will offer two options 

 

1.    A donation of $20 per box can be made - boxes will be 
filled by church volunteers and this fee would INCLUDE 
the shipping charges.  Cash or check made to CLC with line item OCC. 

 

2.  Fill your own box(s) as you have in the past.  For this option you would need to include /add the $9 shipping 
fees for each box. Please make (1) check out to Operation Christmas Child for the total amount. ($9/per box) 

 

Please DO NOT ADD any of the following to the boxes: 

Candy 

Gum 

Toothpaste 

Seeds 

Nuts 

No food items of any kind 

liquids 

lotions 

vitamins 

Breakable items 

glass containers 

aerosol cans of any kind 

 

As usual boxes would be returned to our church by no later than Sunday, November 8, 2020. 

 

We ask that you prayerfully consider supporting this effort.  If you have any questions please contact Ann McDivitt 
678-960-4091 or Sharon Stevens 470-429-3322. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
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In-Person Worship 

We thank everyone for signing up for worship each Sunday.  It really makes a difference as we plan and try to social 

distance during worship. Each week you may either call the church office on Wednesday or Thursday during office 

hours at 770-535-9938 to make a reservation OR you may go online through SIGN-UP GENIUS.  I will send a new 

link out each Wednesday morning for the following Sunday.  You must sign-up each week for the service you would 

like to attend (8:30 or 11 am). 

 

If you sign-up online, first click on the sign-up genius link.  It will give you the option to select 

either 8:30 am or 11 am.  Click the slot time you will attend. Then click sign-up and submit but-

ton at bottom of page.  It will take you to the sign up page.  ONLY select (1) for QUANTITY.  

This is reserving the “slot” space– a slot can be an individual, couple or family.  We only have 25 

slots available for each service.  First come, first serve. 

There is a line before quantity box that says “Please enter number of people attending here”. This is 

where you will enter the number of people who are in your party.  It is a large box, but just enter a number of people 

who are coming with you. You will then fill in your name and email. At bottom left, click button 

 

That is it!  You are now reserved for service on Sunday.  If you have any questions, please contact Dawn in office or 

see Pastor. 

SIGN UP NOW 

WELCA BROWN BAG LUNCH MEETING 

The ladies of  the church will meet on Monday, October 12th at 11:30 am, 
for a Brown Bag Lunch, Bible Study, and meeting.   

Please bring your own lunch, beverage, and utensils.  Please wear a 
mask, except when eating.  We will socially distance by sitting four to a ta-
ble with tables appropriately separated.  All ladies are invited.  Looking for-
ward to seeing you all again! 

Christ Lutheran’s own Phyllis Solgere has been appointed to the ELCA Southeastern Synod Council as the Lay-
Person Representative for Conference 4, the Magi Conference.  Conference 4 consists of :  Christ Lutheran, 
Oakwood; Holy Cross, Athens; Christ The Lord, Lawrenceville; Amazing Grace, Lawrenceville; Nativity, Bethle-
hem; Community of Grace, Grayson; Trinity, Lilburn; All Saints, Lilburn; Holy Trinity, Elberton; Living Grace, 
Tucker; and Epiphany, Conyers.  The Synod Council is made up of the Bishop and elected  pastors and lay repre-
sentatives from throughout the Southeastern Synod’s 4 state area of Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Mississip-
pi.  Congratulations Phyllis and thank you for your service! 

Congratulations Phyllis! 
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Let’s Keep up the Good Work 

 

Understanding where your giving goes is important to you and our church.  Your Regular Giving 
needs to go toward our Ministry Plan (i.e. General Fund or General Ministries).  This is what we 
use to operate the church.  Additionally, you may elect to do Extra Giving to support some of  the 
items needed for other church projects. Both are important! 

 

Currently, we are right on target to make our Ministry Plan at 99% year-to-date. That’s absolutely 
great!!!  Our plan was approved at $309,800.  Today, our donations are $229,600 with 3 months to 
go. 

Besides our Ministry Plan, giving has also been great for several of  our funds.  The latest one it the 
Sign Fund which received a  $6,000 donation.  Plans are for a large sign on Mundy Mill Road after 
the trees are removed. 

Another fund receiving attention is the Mortgage Reduction Fund with over $7,200 this year, plus 
$4,200 last year.  As we also budget another $1,000 per month, we have paid over $28,000 toward 
our mortgage so far this year. 

Many other funds have also received donations with the largest being the Adult Forum (also called 
Bible +), Building Fund, Food Pantry and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

 



Page #7  Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             October,  2020  

Bible +     Sundays @ 1:00PM        
God in Our Lives Today….. 

Staying Connected with Zoom… All are Welcome 

Join the Conversation! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87871118554?pwd=dXN0R3M4aTJaV0FZL1lYcU1LbENwdz09 

 
Meeting ID: 878 7111 8554 

Passcode: 875273 

Some formats we use 

 

 
“The Wired Word”, Current Headline News Stories, discussion & 
Conversation. Connecting todays Christian Living with supporting 
Scripture Readings. 

 
ELCA Daily Discipleship or Daily Faith……..discussing and exploring 
readings of current Sunday’s Lectionary. 

 

Lutheran Hour Devotions, followed by discussion. “Lutheran 
Hour Ministries” bringing the changeless Christ to a changing 
world. 

 

Please continue to Contribute to our “Cow Fund”, Sending Support to 
Family Promise, Lutheran Disaster Relief, LWR and other Special 
Needs. 
 

Current project is developing mailer card for those who are 
homebound 

 

We look forward to seeing you……Sharon and Bill  
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10/12 Herb & Cindy Grastat 

10/1 Dixie Bryson  

10/3 Sandy Fuller 

 10/4 Ken Uyl  

10/7 Mike Freeman 

10/10 Bob Falcey  

10/13 Mindy Ellis  

10/15 Allison Miklos  

10/15 Chris Seeke  

10/16 Ken Hayden 

10/17 Betty McKevitt 

10/18 George Mulkey 

10/20 Lynn Thomas 

10/24 Robert Falcey 

10/24 Tyler Truelove 

10/24 Cathy Piekarczyk 

10/25 Al Ringer 

10/25 Gwyneth Thomas 

10/29 Amanda Seibert 

10/29 David Tate 

10/30 Corey Bryson 

10/30 Lynn Whitener 



 

Sun 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South  

Hall Food Pantry 

 

2 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

3 

4 Online Worship 
8:30 am In person 
worship 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
11 am In person 
worship 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

5 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

8 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

10 

 

11 Online Worship 
8:30 am In person 
worship 
9:45 am Kids Wor-
ship ZOOM 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
11 am In person 
worship 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

12 

9:45 am 

Zoom WELCA 

4-6 pm South 
Hall Community 
Food Pantry 

5:00 pm  Church 

Council Meeting 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

13 

 

14 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

15 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

16 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

17 

10 am— 12 noon 

 South Hall Com-
munity Food Pan-
try 

 

8:00am –3:30 pm 

Newborns in Need 

18 Online Worship 
8:30 am In person 
worship 
9:45 am Kids Wor-
ship ZOOM 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
11 am In person 
worship 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

20 21 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

22 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

23 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

24 

 

25 Online Worship 
8:30 am In person 
worship 
9:45 am Kids Wor-
ship ZOOM 
10 am Zoom Holy 
Communion 
11 am In person 
worship 
1 pm Zoom  
Bible+ 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

10 am Bible Study 

Via Zoom 

 

 

 

29 

9 am Morning 
Miracles AA 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South 
Hall Food Pantry 

30 

 

8 pm Fourth  

Dimension AA 

31 
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