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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
pastor@clcga.net
Office Administrator:
770-535-9938
officeadmin@clcga.net

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2019 Church Council
Alan Clark (President)…….…770-778-6423
adclark924@gmail.com
Jan Clark (Administration)….. 770-965-1573
JanMRClark@gmail.com
Cheryl Neller (Scribe)……..678-517-4750
cherylrafot@aol.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178
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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: officeadmin@clcga.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

“And as the lepers went (where
Jesus directed them), they were
made clean. Then one of them,
when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a
loud voice. He prostrated himself
at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.” –
Luke 17
10 healed. 1 returned to give thanks. That’s a pretty bad ratio.
1 for 10 doesn’t get you into the playoffs. 1 for 10 doesn’t make you a very
good cook. 1 for 10 doesn’t get you a passing grade. 1 for 10 doesn’t help
you keep your job in sales.
And probably 1 for 10 isn’t where God wants us on our Thankfulness Scale.
How often are you returning to say thanks? How often am I? I can speak for
myself clearly here with the results: not enough. I seem to be pretty good at
the easy stuff, the blatant “this is super good and easy to see” stuff. But what
about the hard stuff?
What about the days when the healing is harder to find? The place where we
are supposed to go, as Jesus directed us, isn’t attainable? Isn’t safe? Isn’t
convenient? Isn’t lasting? What about the days when we feel stuck on the
diagnosis? The bad news? The loss and death? The transition with endless
waiting? In those moments too, God is still working. Healing is still coming. Presence and community are still standing. A future with hope is still
being prepared for us.
How often do we return to say thanks during the hard stuff?

JohnATravis@outlook.com
Karin Bowman (Nurture)....….770-614-0967
kjbowman812@yahoo.co

Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-519-3346
tjzavadil@gmail.com

.

As I was thinking on this, a colleague of mine sent me an e-mail. It was about
thankfulness. Thankfulness in and through the hard stuff. It was a copy of
something his mother had written . In it, his mother shared her thanksgiving
for what God is doing in her life:
Then I heard the voice of Lord saying ” Whom shall I send? And who will go
for us”? Isaiah 6:8
Every three minutes some where in the U.S. a woman hears the words- You
have breast cancer” I heard these same words , October, 2005. I was terrified
Continued on page 2
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(continued from page 1)
and angry. I had just retired from the Chicago Public School after 38 years; my
daughters were college age. I was experiencing a new sense of freedom; ready to
begin to live My life. ”Why God ,I asked, why now? God answered “You have retired from your job, and have raised your daughters; but now you are on Assignment for me.” I answered; “Here I am Lord, Send me”
Amazing. Thanksgiving in, during and after the hard stuff. Returning. Again and again to the One who
healed. Heals. Returning, thanking and saying: Send Me! in the midst of the hardest of hards.
My hope and prayer for you today is that you will recognize God’s presence and power and healing and love
and grace in your now. Your awesome. And your hard. And that you will allow yourself to return, again and
again to the One who walks with you through it all. May we recognize the healing done and the healing in progress and with a thankful heart respond “Here I Am Lord, send me!”

Soli Deo Gloria, Pastor Andy

Congratulations to
Jeremy Lopez
on
receiving his
First Communion

A Giant Thank you to all who supported our efforts to house a family from family promise. As always when I
needed help, someone was there holding out a hand to balance me. We will be hosting again the week
of January 5. Mark your calendars.
Cathy Freeman
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What if you can’t make it to church?
This past Sunday I was reminded some of us can’t always make it to the church service. Often, but not always,
it’s due to health reasons or travel. These same people still want to support our Ministry Plan. This is especially
important now as we are running behind on our donations. So, when you can’t make the service, here are my
thoughts:
Mail Your Check – This is the most common way to make your donation. Include your envelope number if
you have one. Unless otherwise stated, it will go to our Ministry Plan.
Join our Online Giving – This is used by almost 20% of us to make either weekly or monthly donations from
our checking account or credit/debit card. You receive a reminder email for each donation, and we believe this is both easy and secure. It sure is convenient. Read about it on our church website:
www.clcga.org
Use our Phone app – It’s called the Give + Mobile app. You can use it to make or change an Online Giving
donation or just use the app to make your contribution, no need to register.
I was also reminded this week we are sometimes beneficiaries in a member’s will. Typically, our church is listed as an heir just like family members. Funds usually go into a memorial to be used when needed. This is a great way to count your blessings and share
them with your church. So, remember Christ Lutheran Church in your will!

For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and save money on your taxes.
A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from an IRA owned
by an individual who is age 70½ or over and is paid directly from your IRA to a qualified charity, like our church. Sometimes this is done to satisfy all or part of a required minimum distribution
(RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact the financial institution that maintains your
IRA. They will probably send you a form to specify the amount and where to send the donation. You decide
how much of your distribution to donate with the remainder going to you. Stock transfers go to our Schwab account. Checks (the most common way to donate) go to:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
Notify Cathy Freeman if you want your donation going to something other than the General Fund. If needed,
the church Federal ID is 58-1754954 and the Georgia ID is 3118256-BJ.
When I sit down in my pew, I give thanks for this opportunity. I feel good about being here and enjoying the friendship of my fellow worshipers. Like you, I love God and enjoy worshiping in our
church.
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Sundays @ 9:45 All are Welcome

God in Our Lives Today

Upcoming Topics for November………
November 3rd at 9:45

“Plan-in-a-Can “Presented by: Libby Dunahoo, North Georgia Health Systems Program Manager for Advanced Care Planning. Hear options and importance of planning Future Healthcare Choices for Advanced Care Planning and resource for emergency caregivers.

INVITE A FRIEND TO HEAR ABOUT THIS LIFE SAVING INFORMATION
November 17th at 9:45

Melanie Johnson Director of Community Engagement for Inspiritus
(formerly Lutheran Services of Georgia)
Inspiritus, guides individuals and families, Foster Care, Disaster Response, Refugee Services, Family Intervention Services

INVITE A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR

** Thank you! Dr. Hank Lewis leading us through the growing problem of suicides in the
US (Over 47,000 last year)
Lutheran Daily Devotions, followed by discussion will be continue on
some Sundays. For nearly 100 years, God has used “Lutheran Hour Ministries” to bring the changeless Christ to a changing world, each week
reaching millions of listeners.
Current Headline News Stories will continue with Discussion & Conversation. Connecting todays Christian Living with supporting Scripture Readings.

Our Cow Fund Contributions Support Disaster Relief in our World and areas for
Special Needs.

Military Care Boxes……begin Christmas planning of special items for overseas men
and women in our Military Services

Stop by for 45 minutes of sharing and fellowship. Looking forward to seeing
you……Sharon Stevens & Bill Wonnacott
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November 17th at 9:45

Melanie Johnson

Director of Community Engagement
for Inspiritus
(formerly Lutheran Services of Georgia)
Inspiritus, guides individuals and families whose lives have been
disrupted on a path from surviving to thriving. Name is derived
from the word inspirit, which means to fill with strength or courage, Inspiritus helps individuals and families discover their inner
strength and resilience, leading to a more fulfilling life. We inspirit.

What we do
Inspiritus empowers those who face challenges and disruptions: children who have been
abused or neglect, people with developmental disabilities, refugees and immigrants, individuals affected by natural disaster, and people in low- income communities.

Who We Serve
Refugee Services
Foster Care
Disaster Response
Family Intervention Services
Disabilities Services

How you can help
Inspiritus relies on our supporters, volunteers and community and corporate
partners. We invite you to join with us and help increase our impact in the
communities in which we serve.

Invite a Friend or Neighbor
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Outreach
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It has been a busy month and there have been several opportunities to invite a friend or neighbor to come join in
the goings on at Christ Lutheran. Some new faces were seen and welcomed at Octoberfest and the Trick or Treat activities and a good time was had by all. Please be encouraged to invite a friend to church this holiday season. You
never know who may be hungry for a chance to be part of our church family.
Our Christmas box drive is winding up and much thanks to Ann McDivitt and Sharon Stevens for
taking it in hand. We ran out of boxes! How wonderful. We will be sure to order a generous
amount for next year. Meanwhile I personally will take advantage of donating cash for postage or a
box. While I enjoy shopping and stuffing boxes, there is a program for when you get too busy
where you can sponsor a box, either on line or by giving our holiday elves a check. The stories of
box recipients on line is heart warming and touching.
Other opportunities to give to the community will be coming up. We will have the tree soon
with ornaments so one can sponsor agricultural support around the world. This program buys
farm animals to donate to recipients who then pass on offspring to their neighbors. A program
near and dear to my heart! The Food pantry needs increase this time of year and if you have
been looking for it, the box to donate is where the office used to be. The bags are still available
too, and will be in the same general area. Family Promise will be doing their store again as it
was so successful last year. Even though they are trying to get moved into their new home, they
are committed to making the store even more successful than last year. Please donate new
items. The participants purchase what they feel best meets their needs at a reduced price, fostering self respect and
pride at being able to provide for their children at this time of ear despite their financial difficulties. Please figure in to
your shopping trips some food or gift items to donate. It is so appreciated and what this time of year is all about!
Thanks for reading all this and helping make Christ Lutheran the most caring place that it is.
God bless you and your family!
Toni Zavadil

Thanksgiving Songs
Lord, we come together here to worship You with song,
To praise with heart and soul, for praise to You belongs.
To praise for fruitful harvest, for life and health You give.
Our voices sing Your praise; in gratitude we live.
Lord, we come together here with voices raised as one.
Our thanks belongs to You for all that You have done.
We praise for fruitful harvest, for life and health You give.
Our voices sing Your praise; in gratitude we live.

The people, the youth, the choir at Christ Lutheran have much to be thankful for this year and we will be singing hymns and anthems of Thanksgiving in November. Lift your voice with ours! The Women’s Choir will be singing
“Lord, Let Me Serve” on WELCA Thankoffering service on November 10th. All ladies are invited to sing in the treble
choir. We’ll rehearse before each service. The month will end with our congregational Thanksgiving dinner in our large
fellowship hall so plan for this potluck feast on November 24th. In gratitude we live!
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CLC RECYCLING TEAM NEWS
There is now a blue recycling container in the kitchen beside the sink. Cans, plastic,
and glass are all acceptable. Please rinse items prior to putting them in the container, and empty the kitchen bin into the outside recycling bin whenever possible. Lynn will take the recyclables away on Sunday afternoon (call her at 678-9430610 if the outside bin needs attention). Remember that newspapers still go to the
Humane Society and they are very thankful for our contributions each week.
Please try to use our silverware and dishes before we use disposable kitchen ware when ever possible. We
are switching to paper plates and cups in our efforts to remain as green as possible. If you have any ideas or
want to be a part of the green team please contact either Lynn or Toni.

Belk Charity tickets for sale, the sale day is Nov. 9th and
ticket sales support Family Promise. Tickets are $5
each and can be used for $5 off a purchase. Please contact
Diana Stroup via e-mail dlandkkstroup@outlook.com or
770 365-9395, text is best.

PLAN IN A CAN
Mark your calendars: everyone who missed the first Respecting Choices/Plan in a Can
presentation will have an opportunity to see it (or see it again) on November 3rd at
9:45. The program is presented by Libby Dunahoo, Respecting Choices Program Manager, Advanced Care Planning, North Georgia Health System; and Phyllis Solgere, Wisdom Project 2030. Libby will help you understand your options and the importance of
planning in advance for future healthcare choices.
Everyone who attends will be given a free Plan in a Can: a simple, inexpensive, do-it-yourself information resource that emergency caregivers will use to provide immediate care. Recycled tennis ball cans are used for
this project. The can contents include: medical information, emergency contacts, medications, and critical
info necessary to start medical care.
Hall County emergency responders are being trained to look for a Plan in a Can in the home when they respond to emergencies. Do your part by being prepared.
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Ladies of all ages are invited to join us for our monthly WELCA meeting on Monday, November 11th at 9:45 am. We will start with brunch, hosted this month by
Cheryl Neller and Karline Best. Edna Jackson will lead the Bible study, which will
be based on the Gather magazine when we will take a deep dive into the gift and
stewardship of joy. What a great way to kick off the Holiday Season! During our
business meeting, we will consider plans for 2020. Please join us for great food
and stimulating conversation!

Thankoffering Sunday - November 10th
On November 10th, the women of the church will serve as worship
assistants throughout the services. Thankoffering Sunday was
formed in 1987 when Women of the ELCA committed to continue
the tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings. Thankofferings are
given to support the life-changing ministries of Women of the ELCA.
The Thankoffering tradition goes back to the 1800's when women of the church would set aside offerings at
home throughout the year in thanksgiving for blessings received. If you would like to make a special donation
in gratitude for all God has given you, special envelopes will be in the pews on November 10th; or, if you donate online, please designate that your offering is for WELCA Thankoffering.

This matted and framed piece is a page from the gospel of John in
Latin. It was personally printed this April 2019, at the Gutenberg
Museum in Mainz, Germany, by the donor on the same type of
press invented and used by Gutenberg to print the Bible. The
museum houses four copies of intact Gutenberg Bibles.
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Our Newest Members...
Kathie Wilson
Here is the story of my life:
Seven years ago my husband, Wayne, and I retired from University of Michigan and moved to Flowery Branch, Georgia to be closer to family and enjoy
the warmer weather. We have greatly enjoyed both. We were members of
an ELCA church in Ann Arbor, so we were happy that my sister, Karen, and
her award-winning husband, Joe, belonged to Christ Lutheran. We visited
the church here and it's been a good fit.
Thank you for welcoming us to your community!
Dianna MacDonald
Hi. I am Dianna MacDonald and my husband Dan and I moved to Flowery
Branch in May. We are originally from Toledo Ohio. I retired about 2 1/2 years
ago after 34 years as a Pediatric Physical Therapist. My husband retired 2 years
ago from Pharmaceutical Sales. We have 2 grown children. Our daughter, Liz,
lives in Marietta, GA and our son, DJ, lives in Cleveland, OH. After retiring we
moved to Hilton Head Island for 18 months before deciding to move here to be
closer to our daughter.

Jodie Massar
I am a native Atlantan who grew up in the Home Park/Atlantic Station area.
I was baptized and confirmed at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in
midtown Atlanta. I graduated from the University of Georgia with a degree
in secondary education, but I accepted an entry-level civilian position with
the Department of the Army when I could not find a teaching position in
the Atlanta area. That led to a 35-year career with the Army as a civilian
and assignments at Fort McPherson, Frankfurt Germany, and Redstone Arsenal, AL. I retired as a civilian human resources manager and moved back
to Georgia 2 1/2 years ago after living for 27 years in the Huntsville, AL area.
Judith Janis
Born in Chicago, married an Army aviator. We had four wonderful children
together. We lived in many different places, Panama, Europe, and a lot of
time in the south. We retired after 32 years of active duty. Moved here
from AL. and now live in Cresswind. So happy I found Christ Lutheran, Pastor Andy, and the church members have been so warm and welcoming.

November, 2019
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11/1 Ted Best

11/10 Doris Walsh

11/3 Elizabeth Sage

11/20 Philip Clark

11/4 James Kelley

11/21 Jan Clark

11/4 Kris Miklos

11/23 Elke Trimboli

11/6 Jan Slough

11/29 Cindy Schmidt

11/7 Marie Umberger

11/30 Walter Piekaraczyk IV

11/8 Nolan Kangas

11/13 Gary & Marie Umberger

Sunday
November 3, 2019
Daylight Savings Time
Ends
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November 2019

Saturday November 2nd
Relentless Teens will be volunteering at the South Hall Food
Bank from 10 am-12 pm.
Please drop teens off and pick up at the food pantry.

Tickets will be on
sale November 3
after both
services.

Kids Worship Volunteer Schedule:
November:

December:

11/3- Janet Cboski
11/10- Corey Bryson
11/17- Karen Legg
11/24- Eli King

12/1- Ricky Simpson
12/8- Nordys Lopez
12/15- Maddie Caruso
12/22- Emma Seibert
12/29- Ethan King
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Upcoming Events:

“Why is the new Kid’s Room door locked?”
This is a question that I’ve been getting quite often. The new Kid’s Room is locked for both safety and liability issues. For CLC to be covered, an adult must be present when kid’s are using the space. With all the
outside groups who use our facility, we cannot be sure that this policy is being adhered to. Thus, the
locked door. If anyone needs to get something out of the room, or would like to be present as kids use
the room, the keys can be found in the Administrator’s (Dawn’s) Office in the key box behind the door. If
anyone has any further questions or concerns, please talk to me.
Pastor Andy
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Our annual Thanksgiving Potluck will be on Sunday, November 24th after the 11
am service. Please bring your favorite dish or dessert to share. Join your CLC family
for a festive potluck and share food, fun, and fellowship! There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. We also need volunteers to help set-up and cleanup. Please sign up on
the sheet for that as well. Thanks!

Recent Events at
Christ Lutheran
Church
OKTOBERFEST
October 12, 2019
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Recent Events at Christ Lutheran Church
Trunk or Treat/Chili Cook-Off
October 26, 2019

November, 2019
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Congrats to our Chili Cook-Off Winners–
1st place-Dixie Bryson
2nd place– Mitch & Cathy Schueler
3rd place– Diane Morhard

November, 2019

Sun
Christ
Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2019
Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

10 am-noon
SHCFP
CLC Youth
8 pm AA

3 All Saints Sunday

8:30am Worship service

4

5

2 pm Quilting Project

6

7

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon

6 pm Youth Group

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

6:30 pm Confirmation
Class

9:45 am Bible +

8

9
Youth Affirm Dinner
Fundraiser
6 pm

11am Worship service
w/ Kid’s worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

8 pm AA

10 WELCA
Thankoffering Sunday
8:30am Worship
9:45 am Bible +
11am Worship w/kid’s
worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

11

12

9:45 am WELCA
6:30 pm Church
Council

13

14

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

15

16

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

12 noon Good News
6 pm Youth Group

8pm AA

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8 pm AA

18

19

20

21

10 am—12 noon

9:45 am Bible +

6:30 am Men’s
Breakfast

11am Worship w/kid’s
worship

10 am Bible Study

17 Hunger Relief Sunday
8:30am Worship

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

22

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

8pm AA

28 Church Office
closed

29

23

6 pm Youth Group

8pm AA

6:30 pm Confirmation
Class
6:45 pm Adult Choir

24

25

8:30am Worship

26

27
10 am Bible Study

9:45 am Bible +

6:45 pm Adult Choir

11am Worship w/kid’s
worship
12 noon

8pm AA
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

8pm AA

30
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for November

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS
11/3 Toni Zavadil
11/10 - Edna Jackson
Cathy Schueler
Mindy Ellis– Psalm leader
11/17 - Judy Kaczorowski
11/24 - Kay Knight

ALTAR GUILD

COMMUNION BREAD
11/3 Kay Knight
11/10 Diane Bohn
11/17 Melinda Parmer
11/24 Gerry Travis
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/3 Mindy Ellis
11/10 Sue Joninas
11/17
11/24

ASSISTING MINISTERS
11/3 Alan Clark
11/10 Kay Knight
11/17 Ann McDivitt
11/24 Jim Trimboli
USHERS
11/3 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
11/10 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby
11/17 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas

11/3 Kay Knight
11/10 Beth Marien
11/17 Edna Jackson
11/24 Gerry & John Travis

11/24 Cathy Freeman & Gene Ferg

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS
11/3 - Karen Legg
11/ 10 - Sharon Stevens
Karen Legg
Jill Young– Psalm leader
11/17 - David Tate
11/24 - Bill Wonnacott

ALTAR GUILD
11/3 Denise Simpson
11/10 Diane Morhard
11/17 Marilyn Johnson
11/24 Marie Umberger

ASSISTING MINISTERS

11/3 Don Woosley
11/10 Cindy Grastat/ Emma acolyte
11/17 Melanie Johnson
(Inspiritus)
11/24 Karin Bowman
USHERS
11/3 Janet & Austin Seibert
11/10 Diane Morhard & Cheryl
Fuller
11/17 Eric Bowman & Alan Overcash
11/24 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl
KIDS WORSHIP
11/3 Janet Cboski
11/10 Corey Bryson
11/17 Karen Legg
11/24 Eli King

COUNTERS
11/3 Betty & Scott McKevitt
11/10 Phyllis Solgere & Michelle Bair
11/17 Ron Goetzke, Barbara Tiszai (Jan
Clark)
11/24 Jan & Dane Clark

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/3 Karin Bowman & Nancy Garland
11/10 Melinda Parmer & Lynn Whitener
11/17 Karen Vinson & Kathie Wilson
11/24 Thanksgiving Potluck
12/8 Janet Seibert & Dixie Bryson
12/15 Marilyn Johnson & Diane Morhard
12/22 Cookie Potluck
12/29 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger

