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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org
CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
pastor@clcga.net
Office Administrator:
770-535-9938
officeadmin@clcga.net

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
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dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Youth Director: Sarah Caruso
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770-617-2276

2018 Church Council
Alan Clark (President)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com
Jan Clark (Education)………. 770-965-1573
JanMRClark@gmail.com
Cheryl Neller (Nurture)……..678-517-4750
cherylrafot@aol.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178
JohnATravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com
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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: officeadmin@clcga.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other...” (I Thess. 5:11a)
This past summer, I shared with you an article
from “The Lutheran” magazine by Pastor Walter Wangrin entitled “Edification or demolition.”
The article spoke to the topic of ministry in daily life: How with every person
we come into contact with (either at home, work, school, or play) we have the
opportunity to either build them up or tear them down. Pastor Wangrin wrote,
“Every time you meet another human being you have the opportunity. It’s a chance at holiness. For you will do one of two things. Either you will build him up, or you will tear him
down. Either you will acknowledge that she is, or you will make her sorry that she is - sorry,
at least, that she is there with you. You will create, or you will destroy. And the things that
you dignify or deny are God’s. They are made, each one of them, in God’s own image.”
Stewardship is about how we use what God has given us in thankful response
for all that God has given us: our time, our talents, and our possessions. My
prayer for 2019 is that you will commit to further God’s work through Christ
Lutheran and beyond. As you seek to be faithful in the use of your time, your
talents, your possessions, all that God has given you, you have an opportunity…the opportunity to either tear down...or build up.
Will you commit for 2019? Will you commit to a Ministry of Presence at Sunday morning worship; to being generous in the use of your time and abilities
and resources to help build up the body of Christ; to committing to help this
church family reach out as the Body of Christ?
You can begin by filling out a Pledge of Commitment and a Time & Talent
sheet and returning them during our Commitment Sunday Worship services on
November 18th? As in previous years, you will be asked to bring these commitments forward as part of our services on that Sunday. Pledges of Commitment
are to be put in sealed, self-addressed envelopes, as these are commitments between you and God. Pledges of Commitment will be mailed back to you at a
later date as a reminder of that commitment. Time & Talent sheets will be used
to help you use the gifts and abilities God has given you through Christ Lutheran and beyond.
Pledge of Commitment forms and Time & Talent Sheets will be passed out
during worship services in November. Extra sheets will be available on the ushers table in the narthex.
God gives us all opportunities…to tear down…or to help build up. How will
you use yours?
Thank you “builder-uppers!”,
Pastor Andy
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MAINTENANCE OR MISSION CONGREGATION?
Maintenance Congregation:
1. The maintenance congregation asks, “How many pastoral visits are being made?
2. When contemplating some form of change, the maintenance congregation says, “If this proves upsetting to any
of our members, we won’t do it.”
3. When thinking about change, the majority of members in a maintenance congregation ask, “How will this affect
me?”
4. When thinking of its vision for ministry, the maintenance congregation says, “We have to be faithful to our past.”
5. The pastor in the maintenance congregation says to the newcomer, “I’d like to introduce you to some of our
members.”
6. When confronted with a legitimate pastoral concern, the pastor in the maintenance congregation asks, “How can
I meet this need?”
7. The maintenance congregation seeks to avoid conflict at any cost (but rarely succeeds).
8. The leadership style in the maintenance congregation is primarily managerial, where leaders try to keep everything
in order and running smoothly.
9. The maintenance congregation is concerned with their congregation, its organizations and structure, its constitutions and committees.
10. When thinking about growth, the maintenance congregations asks, “How many Lutherans live within a twentyminute drive of this church?”
11. The maintenance congregation looks at the community and asks, “How can we get these people to support our
congregation?”
12. The maintenance congregation thinks about how to save their congregation.

Mission Congregation:
1. The mission congregation asks, “How many disciples are being made?”
2. The mission congregation says, “If this will help us reach someone on the outside, we will take the risk and do
it.”
3. The majority of members in the mission congregation ask, “Will this increase our ability to reach and welcome
and serve those outside?”
4. The mission congregation says, “We have to be faithful to our future.”
5. In the mission congregation the members say, “We’d like to introduce you to our pastor.”
6. The pastor in the mission congregation asks, “How can this need be met?”
7. The mission congregation understands that conflict is the price of progress, and is willing to pay the price. It understands that it cannot take everyone with it. This causes some grief, but it does not keep it from doing what needs
to be done.
8. The leadership style in a mission congregation is primarily transformational, casting a vision of
what can be, and marching off the map in order to bring the vision into reality.
9. The mission congregation is concerned with the culture, with understanding how non-churchgoing people think
and what makes them tick. It tries to determine their needs and their points of accessibility to the Gospel.
10. The mission congregation asks, “How many unchurched people live within a twenty-minute drive of this
church?”
11. The mission congregation asks, “How can the Church support these people?”
12. The mission congregation thinks about how to reach and serve the world.

(Adapted from Harold Percy, Good News People: An Introduction to Evangelism for Tongue-Tied Christians)
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Military Care Boxes

Recently, our Adult Forum group (Sharon Stevens, Gerry Travis, Toni Zavadil, Bill Stevens, Cheryl
Neller, Ken Hayden, Diana Stroup, Bill Wonnacott & John Travis, pictured)sent out 3 military care
boxes to Deeter Rincon in Pakistan, Jacob Whitlock, undisclosed, and James Gilligan, undisclosed. Thank
you to all our military and their families!
Dear Friends in Christ,
As we approach the end of another year, we have the
opportunity to reflect on the many blessings that have been
given to us. It is a season of thankfulness for those who are a
part of our life.
At Christ Lutheran, there are many who make our
worship and fellowship a special event, Pastor Andy, Diane
Mulkey, Dawn Johnson, Sarah Caruso and Skylar
Trulove. They give of their time and talents each week
throughout the year.
Our congregation will be giving each of these special people a Christmas gift. Special envelopes will be placed in the bulletins on December 2nd, 9th, and 16th, if you would like to contribute
please use these envelopes and place them in the offering plate. You can also give on-line, all you
have to do it designate "staff gifts" on your donation.
Your Mutual Ministry Committee
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Thank you to everyone who brought in laundry soap and disinfecting wipes
to support Gateway Domestic Violence Center. CLC members donated 16
containers of laundry soap and 10 disinfecting wipes. Your donations are
gratefully appreciated!
Please join us on Monday, November 12th at 9:45 am for our last formal
meeting of the year when we will start to plan for 2019. Cheryl Neller and
Karline Best will host the brunch which will be followed by a brief meeting and a bible study led
by Edna Jackson.

Thankoffering Sunday
Sunday, November 11 is

Thankoffering Sunday when the
women of the church will lead the
worship services.
Thankoffering Sunday is based on a tradition that goes back to the 1800's or even earlier. Then, when it seemed that there was not enough money to carry out the work of
the church, the women would act together as "cent" or "mite" societies. Each woman
would set aside offerings at home throughout the year in thanksgiving for blessings
received. And on occasion, the women would come together as we do today, joining
their offerings together to support ministry of many kinds.
When Women of the ELCA was formed in 1987, we committed to continue this tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings. Each year, in thousands of congregations,
Thankofferings are given to support the life-changing ministries of Women of the
ELCA. Together, we do more than we could ever do apart. Please plan on making a
special Thankoffering in gratitude for all God has given us, and with hope for all that
is to come.
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Church Computer Services
We use computers and service companies for many things at Christ Lutheran. Probably the one used the most is
our Church Windows software. It is the mainstay of our church records and bookkeeping. Recently, Jan Clark
volunteered to take on the Payroll processing which I’ve been doing for several years. Of course, I was preceded
by Freda Bair who set up many of these records.
Today, we divide the work as follows:





Dawn Johnson – Membership
Cathy Freeman – Donations
John Travis – Accounting
Jan Clark - Payroll

We also use several service companies to meet our needs. We recently changed our internet and email to Spectrum Communications. You may have noticed Dawn & Pastor have new email addresses as a result of that change
(officeadmin@clcga.net & pastor@clcga.net). Another important service provider is VANCO Payment Solutions
for our secure online giving service. VANCO runs the secure website where you set up your profile and deposit
your checking account and credit card donations in our church bank account.

For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and save
money on your taxes.
A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from an IRA owned
by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified
charity. Sometimes this is done to satisfy all or part of a required minimum distribution
(RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact the financial institution that maintains your
IRA. When you make this contact, they will need this information when they do the transfer. Stock transfers go
to our Schwab account. Checks go to:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
Notify Dawn if you want your donation going to something other than the General Fund.
Faithfully yours, John Travis, Treasurer
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Important Family Promise meeting—Sunday, November 4
Greetings!!! As many of you are aware Kat Hartman is taking a hiatus from Family Promise. Toni
Zavadil and I have decided that we are no Kat. This
means that we will be using a team approach. We
want to look at the tasks before us for the rest of
this year and next year.
We are asking that you join us for a planning meeting and brunch between services on November
4, 2018. We will have the volunteer board up for the week of November 25 and discuss how we
see this ministry moving forward. If you have a friend or neighbor who might be interested in
participating in this very rewarding ministry, please bring them to this meeting. This ministry is a
wonderful way to show the love that is Christ Jesus.
See you on the 4th.
Cathy Freeman

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

OUTREACH

The chill in the air makes me thankful every day for all the blessings I have as I think
on those who have so little this holiday season. There are so many little things one
can do to ease other people’s struggle I hope you will prayerfully consider taking on
one or two of them. Family Promise is coming around again and with it being the
holidays some of our regular helpers may be out of town or unavailable. Please consider helping out. Filling our
need for overnight helpers has been the greatest problem, so please consider signing up and bring a friend. They
don’t have to be a member. What a great way to bring someone new to CLC. Other needs are the South Hall
Food Pantry. Take a bag from the Narthex and take it to the store the next time you go and put a few items in.
Our Shoe box drive ends on November 4th so if you’ve taken a box, please get it back to us. Or it you would rather donate, please participate in the quilt raffle or drop some money in the jar. We will see it goes where it is
needed. Many thanks to Marilyn Johnson for making another beautiful quilt. And finally look for the giving tree
soon to appear in the narthex where we will be collecting for the ELCA. You can either take an ornament and put
it and your check (made out to ELCA) or go online to ELCA.org/goodgifts . Wondering what to get that person
who has everything? Want to make the holidays less stressful and avoid the shopping crowds? Make a gift in a
loved one’s name. Start a tradition and watch it spread.
This time of year is one of my favorites. I love participating in the choir and enjoying our advent services.
Cooking and gathering with family and loved ones are happy times that bring a smile to my heart. I look forward
to an excuse to snuggling on the couch with a critter or few and enjoy the fire in the woodstove. November
means baking and cooking and that satisfied feeling of a barn full of feed, wood cut and stacked, and gardening
done for the year. The occasional snow (and yeah no school!) are things I enjoy and look forward to. Having so
many different opportunities to share some of my joy with others, be they friends at church or a stranger I will
never meet, only increases the joy and appreciation of the good gifts god has blessed me with. Thank you CLC for
all you are doing.
Toni Zavadil, Outreach
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Building Expansion Design Committee Update
When applying to the City of Oakwood for the building permit, our architect found out that the requirements for
how close our building can come to our property line were changed in 2018 to 15 feet. Our new addition requires
25 feet. After discussions with the city planners, we found that the correct path for us is to apply for a variance,
which the architect is now doing. He is reasonably confident we will receive the variance but that will not be
known until the city council votes on it at their December 10th meeting.
If the variance is approved, we should be able to begin construction in early January, assuming the congregation
votes to move forward with the project. With church council approval, we will discuss and vote on the project at
our usual Ministry Plan congregation meeting in early December.
If the variance is not approved, we will ask the architect to redesign the new addition to make it narrower and
deeper to meet the setback requirements. This may delay the project approximately one month.
The committee wants you to be clear on our work. If you have any questions on what we are doing, please feel
free to contact any member of the committee (Bill Stevens, Russ Goodwin, Eric Bowman, John Travis, Alan
Clark, Joe Vinson, and Alan Overcash) to discuss your thoughts or concerns and let us know you continue to support what we are doing.
Thank you,
Building Design Committee

Finance Committee
The Ministry Plan development for 2019 began with a September 30 meeting with the Mutual Ministry Committee.
We heard their recommended adjustments for Pastor and Staff. These were discussed with the Mutual Ministry
team so we could make sure we understood the process and guidelines they used. Their recommendations as submitted are in the first draft of the plan.
Each member of the Finance Committee has done their due diligence and submitted their recommendations for
each budget line they are responsible for. We met on October 30 to discuss the draft plan line by line. We came
to agreement on the numbers and finalized the committee’s proposed 2019 Ministry Plan for presentation to
Council. That will be accomplished at the November Council Meeting on November 12.
The Ministry Plan that is approved by Council will then be presented to the Congregation at Q&A sessions between services on Sunday, November 25th and December 2nd. Finance Committee members will be in attendance
to answer any questions that may arise.
Finally, the 2019 Ministry Plan will be voted on at a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 9 between services. The Finance Committee is honored to serve the congregation to develop and complete this important annual endeavor.
Again, if anyone wishes to have input into the Plan in advance of the Q&A sessions, please contact one of the Finance Committee members. These members are: Phyllis Solgere, Alan Overcash, Eric Bowman (ex-officio), John
Travis, and Ken Hayden.
Ken Hayden, For the Finance Committee
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Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Our mission is to provide local partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with
small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to children in their
own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. We ship these simple gifts outside
the United States to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease;
and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S.
CLC will be collecting shoeboxes until Sunday, November 4th. Please pick up a box and instructions on
what to pack in the box in the narthex.

We have new email addresses here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Dawn– officeadmin@clcga.net
Pastor Andy– pastor@clcga.net
Please make a note of it and change in your address book

Volunteers (still) Needed
Would you like to help out during our services? Do
you have a calling to do something, but aren’t sure
where you can help? We have plenty of volunteer opportunities here at Christ Lutheran Church. Do you
like to read? We are in need of readers, especially at
the 11 am service. If you feel comfortable standing at
the podium to read scripture, please email Sharon Stevens to volunteer at stevenssharon220@gmail.com.
Would you like to help Pastor with Sunday service? Would you like to learn to be an Assisting Minister? Would
you like to hand out bulletins and help people find a seat? Would you rather put together fellowship after service?
Do you like to count money? Do you like working with children? If any of these sound interesting to you, please
contact Dawn in the church office at officeadmin@clcga.net for more information or to sign up to volunteer. We
need each of you to help our services running smoothly each week.

CLC Lending Library
The carpets at CLC were cleaned on October 29th. As part of the cleaning effort, the CLC Lending Library has been moved to Pastor Andy’s
office. Please feel free to stop in and take a look, browse, and borrow:
Bring books you wish to share.
Borrow books you wish to read.
Return books for others to enjoy.
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November Youth News

Join each Wednesday for CLC Kids youth group!
Dinner is provided each week along with games,
prizes and of course fellowship.
Want reminders? Text “@clckids” to 81010

Teens 6th- 12th grade please join us each Wednesday
night from 6-7:30 pm for food, games, prizes and discussions.

No Youth Group
10/31
11/21
Kids Worship Volunteer Schedule

November Kids Worship
11/4 Janet Cboski
11/11Denise Simpson
11/18 Josh King
11/25 Alan Clark

December Kids Worship
12/2 Karen Legg
12/9 NO KIDS WORSHIP
12/16 NO KIDS WORSHIP
12/23 Janel Brooks
12/30 Emma Seibert
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Upcoming Youth Christmas Play

Sunday December 16th at the 8:30 & 11am services.
Please come support our youth.

Thank you to all the folks who came to our annual chili cook off / Trunk or Treat.
What a wonderful time we had. This was our highest participation count to date
with over 80 adults and kids in attendance! Your support and fellowship is truly a
blessing! Thank you!
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Our annual Thanksgiving Potluck will be on Sunday, November 18th after the 11
am service. Please bring your favorite dish or dessert to share. Join your CLC family
for a festive potluck and share food, fun, and fellowship! There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. We also need volunteers to help set-up and cleanup. Please sign up on
the sheet for that as well. Thanks!

Commitment Sunday, November 18th, is our opportunity to gather together once again – in the spirit of the Reformation – in order to Give
Thanks with a Grateful Heart.

Music Notes for November
“Let Us Give Jubilant Thanks to the Lord!” Choir will sing this anthem of praise and thanksgiving this month. We give thanks for
many blessings including restored health of many of our members
and spouses and of others in our congregation’s circles.
Calling all Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America!
We will have a walk-up women’s choir on WELCA Sunday, Nov.
11th. You are all invited to walk up to the choir and sing, “For the
Fruit of All Creation” as a women’s choir. Please join with your Lutheran sisters (Women of Action, Answering the Call) and sing, “In
our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, in the harvests we are sharing, God’s
will is done.”
More than twenty singers continue to prepare our Christmas Proclamation of Hope, “The Promise of a King.” We hope you, your family, and your
friends will be present December 9th for our Christmas cantata services.
“The silence of darkness has been broken by the joyous news of a great
Light!”
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11/1 Ted Best
11/3 Lisa Sage
11/6 Jan Slough
11/7 Marie Umberger
11/8 Nolan Kangas
11/10 Doris Walsh
11/20 Philip Clark
11/21 Jan Clark
11/23 Elke Trimboli
11/29 Cindy Schmidt
11/30 Walter Piekarczyk

11/13 Gary & Marie Umberger
11/29 Ray & Ginger Huddleston
School Project– Supplies requested
For my school again, we are asking for bottle lids and caps. Plastic or metal, it's for
an art project at school after Christmas. We will need a couple thousand or so. Milk
jugs, peanut butter jars, pickle jars, etc. would be great! There will be a basket on the
counter in the narthex to collect them in. If you have any questions, please see Diana
Stroup.
Thanx,
Diana Stroup

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2018
Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry
7 pm Pub Theology

4

6

5

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Confirmation
class

Election Day

4-7 pm HANDS

8 pm AA

7

8

9

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission Prayer Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

Family Promise meeting
11am Worship

Left Nut Brewing Co.

10

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

6:00 pm Youth Group

8 pm AA

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

6:45 pm Adult Choir

7 pm Pub Theology

8 pm AA

Left Nut Brewing Co.

11

12

8:30am WELCA
ThankofferingWorship

9:45 am WELCA

9:45 am Adult Forum

4-6 pm SHCFP

Confirmation class
11am WELCA
Thankoffering Worship
w/ Kid’s worship

13

6:30 pm Church
Council

10 am—12 noon

12 noon Good News
6 pm Youth Group

8 pm AA

Hunger Relief Sunday

15

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission Prayer Breakfast

10 am Bible Study

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

18

14

19

16

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

7 pm Pub Theology
Left Nut Brewing Co.

8pm AA

6:45 pm Adult Choir

20

8:30am Worship

21

22

23

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission Prayer Breakfast

9:45 am Adult Forum
Confirmation class

10 am Bible Study

11am Worship w/ kid’s
worship

No Youth Group

12 noon

6:45 pm Adult Choir

Church office closed

8pm AA

8pm AA
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship
26

25

27

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum
Confirmation class
11am Worship w/ kid’s
worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship
3 pm Set-up Family
Promise

28

29

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission Prayer Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study
5 pm Family Promise

17

5 pm Family Promise

5 pm Family Promise
6 pm Youth Group
6:45 pm Adult Choir

30

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry
5 pm Family Promise

7 pm Pub Theology
Left Nut Brewing Co.

5 pm Family
Promise

24
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for November

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

COMMUNION BREAD

11/4 Mindy Ellis
11/11 Toni Zavadil, Diana
Stroup, Sue Joninas
11/18 Jim Trimboli
11/25 Cathy Freeman

11/4 Kay Knight
11/11 Ginger Huddleston
11/18 Diane Bohn
11/25 Gerry Travis

ALTAR GUILD

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/4
11/11 Gerry & Diane
11/18 Thanksgiving Potluck 11
am
11/25 Sue Joninas

11/4 Kay Knight
11/11 Mindy & Jim Ellis
11/18 Edna Jackson
11/25 Gerry & John Travis

ASSISTING MINISTERS

11/4 Jim Trimboli
11/11 Thankoffering– Donna Doughty
11/18 Alan Clark
11/25 Kay Knight

USHERS

11/4 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas
11/11 Gerry Travis & Jill Meehan
11/18 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
11/25 Alan & Jan Clark

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS

11/4 Karen Legg
11/11 Peggy Goodwin,
Michelle Bair, Phyllis Solgere
11/18 Bill Wonnacott
11/25 Vicki Lewis
Kid’s Worship

11/4 Janet Cboski
11/11 Denise Simpson
11/18 Josh King
11/25 Alan Clark

ASSISTING MINISTERS

11/4 Don Woosley
11/11 Jenny Goodwin
Ruth Goodwin– acolyte
11/18 Karin Bowman
11/25 Cindy Grastat
USHERS

11/4 Janet & Austin Seibert
11/11 Cheryl Fuller & Diane
Morhard
11/18 Ted Best & Dr. Hank Lewis
11/25 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman

COUNTERS

11/4 Don Finfrock & Eric Bowman
11/11 Phyllis Solgere & Michelle Bair
11/18 Jan & Dane Clark
11/25 Cheryl Neller & Ken Hayden
ALTAR GUILD

11/4 Diane Morhard
11/11 Denise Simpson
11/18 Karen Legg
11/25 Marie Umberger
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/4 Cheryl Fuller & Peggy Goodwin
11/11 WELCA ladies– Susan Cordial, Carol
Farrell, Marilyn Johnson
11/18 Thanksgiving Potluck
11/25 Denise Simpson & Paul Egan
12/2 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger
12/9 Janet Seibert & Dixie Bryson
12/16 Kathie Wilson & Karen Vinson
12/23 Cookie potluck
12/30 Nancy Garland & Karin Bowman

