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If you stare at the picture here long
enough, you’ll see the name of Jesus. Give it a shot. Stare maybe….30…45….50 minutes. I’m sure it
will turn up! (Kidding…you’ll hurt
your head too much after 6 minutes
and fall off the chair)

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net

U

Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
pastor@clcga.net
Office Administrator:
770-535-9938
officeadmin@clcga.net

H

Ever looked at one of these things
and tried to figure out what mystery
word or image will reveal itself after we stare long enough and rock our brain into complete
confusion?

Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2018 Church Council
Alan Clark (President)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com
Jan Clark (Education)………. 770-965-1573
JanMRClark@gmail.com
Cheryl Neller (Nurture)……..678-517-4750
cherylrafot@aol.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178
JohnATravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com

I am jealous of the people that look right at them and immediately see the intended target
while I twist my eyes around in 100 different ways and still usually can’t find it. Or that person who looks at the cloud and says: “Look at that one! Can you see Winston Churchill?” Or your every-three-year piece of toast that looks to have the Virgin Mary’s image
burnt into it.
Some can see them easily and some have a hard time.
Can you see Jesus? Can you figure him out? Can you look at the world around you…your
own life…the news…your church…and make out who Jesus is? What he’s done, doing and
about to do?
It’s tricky. But we’re not the first to struggle. Luke’s 7th chapter, which can be found directly after the 6th chapter and under “L” in the New Testament, has a lot of people trying
to figure out who he is. “Who is this that he even forgives sins?” they ask.
But in each case, he answers. Sometimes through a miracle. Sometimes through a healing. Sometimes through a story. Sometimes in his tears. Sometimes through feeding.
I wish when people asked me how they should move through some situation faithfully or
what Jesus would do in a certain situation, that I had a clear, easy answer that fit every occasion. There’s no one size fits all. Sometimes it’s tricky. And sometimes it takes some
patience to stare at Jesus and listen and watch and see.
What I do know is that when we do, when we look at the maze that is our faith in God long
enough, there is often clarity. When we focus on the love, grace and forgiveness that God
has shown to us, that image reflected into the world is usually right on.
If you are staring at or trapped in a maze today, may you find clarify in Jesus. May it be
abundantly clear and fast. But if it’s not, keep looking. Keep watching Jesus who offers
grace and peace which is truly hard to understand and believe sometimes. And let that lead
you through the maze.
Lord, thanks for showing us. Amen
Pastor Andy
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Family Promise: Host week Sept 9 – 16, 2018
I am reminded every day that I have so many blessings in my life,
even more so when I volunteer with our guests of Family Promise.
Their lives are in such an upheaval, that we simply cannot imagine.
Every day, these families wake up in a new environment, with new
people around them, new structures, etc. Which is OK if you are
an adult, but not so much if you are a child.
To take myself out of my day to day routine and step in and see what these families go through daily puts
things in perspective for me. They have such a busy time while in this program: parenting, job hunting, life
skills classes, and top that all off with life itself; bills, car troubles, etc. I am humbled each and every time we
host these families. Ours is not to judge, but to help and empower these families, and sometimes, that means
stepping in and helping the children with something as small as getting their dinner plate ready. These moms
and dads have so many things on their minds that it’s nice for us to be able to give them just a few minutes of
respite while they are here with us, and believe me, it is a blessing to be able to do it.
I am hoping to see many of you serve as volunteers during this week of hosting our families. If you have not
had the opportunity to help us, I strongly urge you to do so, even if you just want to stop by for an evening to
see what it’s all about. I am more than happy to guide you through this – it is a wonderful way for us to live
out our faith: After all, our faith is not just coming to church on Sundays, it’s how we live and share the good
news!!!
Our guests of Family Promise will be arriving at our church on Sunday Sept 9 th. Sign up sheets will be on the
bulletin board soon. There are a number of ways in which to volunteer to share the Love of God during this
time. We will need dinners for all nights. If you do sign up to cook or host a dinner, please get in touch with
any other people that may have signed up for the same night, so you can share the duties. Our families love
the Home Cooked meals they receive, and it also gives them ideas of things to prepare once they are out on
their own
Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are:
Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so you can attend
to your daily activities).
Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and returned at some point before the next time we host.
Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some help in putting the classrooms
back in order. Many hands make light work.
Please continue to pray for this ministry and how you can step out of your comfort zone and give a hand.
Yours in Ministry – Kat Hartman (770-965-9759)
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All ladies are invited to the WELCA meeting on Monday, September 10th, at 9:45 a.m. The
meeting will start with brunch, which will be hosted by Carol Farrell and Peggy Goodwin. Then we will have a presentation by a representative from Gateway Domestic Violence
Center. We pray for them every week, but now we will have an opportunity to learn exactly
how they help women and children who are victims of domestic violence. Because of this
presentation, we will not have Bible Study on the 10th.
CLC will be sending two representatives to the 31st Annual Convention of the Southeastern
Synod Women of the ELCA September 14-16. There are a number of ways we, as a congregation, can support WELCA
programs. If you would like to help in any way, there is a collection box in the narthex to receive your gifts. Please
drop them off no later than 9/9. Thank you! Phyllis Solgere
$10 Wal-Mart gift cards

Flannel material

Individually wrapped snacks

100% cotton material

Large boxes of breakfast cereal

Wash cloths, preferably not white

Small bars of soap

Gallon freezer Ziplock bags

Size 12 girls' panties

Music Notes
Thank you so much to all of you who participated in “Walk-Up Choir” this August. It was delightful to sing with you and was a blessing to our worshippers. We hope you enjoyed it, too.
The fall brings new planning for our upcoming church services—Reformation, Advent, Christmas
seasons. Our choir has seen lower attendance due to members’ and spouses’ health issues.
We pray for restored well-being and also for new members to sing with us. Were you in your
high school or college choir? Did you sing in a previous church choir? Can you commit a little
more than an hour a week? We need you to become part of our group to sing God’s praises.
You may be able to contribute to special music in our church in some other way. If you would like to play your instrument, sing a solo, sing in a small group, whatever, please contact me and let me help facilitate your presentation. Let’s

Property Update
To start things off, I would like to thank the people who made our church look wonderful because of their hard
work:
I want to thank Alan Overcash, Eugene Ferg, Edna Jackson, Ted Best, Jeff Winiesdorffer, Cheryl Neller, and my
son Bobby, and my wife Janet. They all did a great job trimming bushes, cutting and spraying weeds, raking,
installing pine straw and cleaning up. These people all deserve a thank you for their hard work on a hot muggy
day.
I have replaced missing door handles on cabinets in fellowship hall and replaced a broken light switch in the
vestry . Other than that, I am going to sign up for Family Promise coming very soon. I hope others do also,
because it is a wonderful program to help families in distress. I hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the
summer. If you see any problems, leave a note in my church mail box. Yours in Christ.....Bob Falcey
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This is the message you see when you go to our church website, www.clcga.org and select Online Donation.
After this you are taken to the secure online donation portion of our website.
We have worked hard to make the online donations both convenient and easy-to-use. I’ve not heard of anyone that did not like it. Now, it’s your turn. If you are a first time user, you will use the Create Profile button
to identify yourself and schedule your donation (amount, frequency and which funds).
It’s been a year now…
Since we paid off our mortgage. But during the past year we continued to add $3,823 monthly to our Building Fund in anticipation of proceeding with our expansion. This was the amount of our old mortgage and will
hopefully come close to what is needed if we decide to expand.
For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and save
money on your taxes.
A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from an IRA owned by an individual who
is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity. Sometimes this is done to satisfy
all or part of a required minimum distribution (RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid
directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact your financial institution that maintains
your IRA. When you make this contact, they will need this information when they send us the check:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
Normally these contributions go to the General Fund. If you want to distribute it to several funds, you should
contact Dawn in the church office (770-535-9938) and let her know your distribution preference.
Faithfully yours, John Travis, Treasurer
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Adult Forum
Stop by The Adult Forum every Sunday at
9:45 am, where we offer thought provoking
subjects. Come by when you can and join the
conversation. It is also a great way to meet
new people! Bring your coffee too!
Each Sunday, the Forum discusses a current news item
from the headlines or below the headlines and how it
connects to life and scripture. We always welcome diverse viewpoints.
Together, we seek to discover where our Living God meets our modern world. To guide discussion we generally use www.thewiredword.com and elca.org/faithlens/. The participating writers are pastors and lay
leaders from around the country with supporting video clips.
We always have a little fun with some Jeprodey questions and major historical facts that happened during
this week decades ago!
The Forum is seeking invited speakers to addresses current issues. Please see Sharon or Bill to get on the
schedule.
Recent Topics
Former KKK and neo-Nazi is led to Repentance and a new life in Christ
51% US Church Goers Don’t Know of Great Commission
Employee of Famous Coffee Shop Makes Voluntary Restitution

Possible upcoming topics
Scientists at MIT developed a prototype “GPS” for locating diseases in the body
Revisit topic of 51% US Church Goers don’t know of Great Commission……with new information on an
adjacent state to Georgia.
Military on our prayer list…..still tracking locations to pack Military Care Boxes for those Overseas.
Please let us know and we’ll prepare and ship a “Care Box”
Contributions from Adult Forum “Cow Fund” – currently discussing
where to make a $300 Contribution. Given this year $250 to Lutheran
World Relief…..with contribution doubled by a LWR giver. We also gave
$425 that sent a CLC Youth to Camp this June.
Sharon Stevens and Bill Wonnacott -Discussion Leaders

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
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Building Expansion Design Committee Update
Thank you, committee leaders, for participating in the needs survey for our new expansion that was prepared and
analyzed by John Travis. Our design committee will work to meet your requests.
Design of the new expansion is well underway and discussions with the architect’s interior designer have begun.
Those who volunteered to serve on the interior design committee are working with the designer to help ensure the
new and renovated areas look consistent with our current design features and with modern design practices.
Much of the architect’s design work should be complete in October. Before they are complete, we will interview and
select a construction contractor, so they can add their expertise to the design. We will begin interviewing contractors
in September with the plan to select one before the end of the month. If you know of any church construction contractors that you believe would be well qualified to construct our project, please give their contact information to
Alan Overcash by the end of the first week in September.
The overall plan, including the existing classrooms and the additional restrooms and storage areas, is shown at the
end of this update. Our current thinking on classrooms is to 1) relocate the nursery to the adult forum/choir/library
room, 2) relocate the adult forum/choir/library room to the large double classroom adjacent to the new fellowship
hall on the right side of the classroom hallway, and 3) convert the existing nursery into a classroom. These reassignments are being considered so, by moving the nursery closer to the new Youth area, attendants will be better able to
manage both the nursery and youth in their separate areas during church services.
The committee wants you to be clear on our work. If you have any questions on what we are doing, please feel free
to contact any member of the committee (Bill Stevens, Kat Hartman, Russ Goodwin, Eric Bowman, John Travis, Alan
Clark, Joe Vinson, and Alan Overcash) to discuss your thoughts or concerns and let us know you continue to support
what we are doing.
Thank you,
Building Design Committee
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Finance Committee
Our 2019 Ministry Plan preparations get underway in earnest during September. We will be meeting with
the Mutual Ministry Committee in late September to hear their recommendations regarding changes to
Pastor and Staff salaries and benefits.
The initial line item assignment responsibilities to the committee members will be made near the end of
September. We will use September’s year-to-date actual spending as a baseline for the new plan. The
members of the Finance Committee who will be preparing and finalizing the 2019 Ministry Plan are Phyllis
Solgere, Alan Overcash, Eric Bowman (ex-officio), John Travis, and Ken Hayden. If any member of CLC wishes to have input into the 2019 plan, please contact Ken Hayden or any member of the Finance Committee.
It should be noted that our current receipts from contributions are lagging the 2018 Ministry Plan by 2.7%
as of Sunday’s bulletin report for August 26. The approved 2018 plan was increased by 10.9% over the
2017 Ministry Plan meaning that giving is up over 2017, just not quite enough. We have four more months
in this year to make up this deficit and I am confident that will happen.
Ken Hayden
For the Finance Committee

We have new email addresses here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Dawn– officeadmin@clcga.net
Pastor Andy– pastor@clcga.net
Please make a note of it and change in your address book

Volunteers Needed
Would you like to help out during our services? Do you have a calling to
do something, but aren’t sure where you can help? We have plenty of
volunteer opportunities here at Christ Lutheran Church. Do you like to
read? We are in need of readers, especially at the 11 am service. If you
feel comfortable standing at the podium to read scripture, please email
Sharon Stevens to volunteer at stevenssharon220@gmail.com.
Would you like to help Pastor with Sunday service? Would you like to learn to be an Assisting Minister?
Would you like to hand out bulletins and help people find a seat? Would you rather put together fellowship
after service? Do you like to count money? Do you like working with children? If any of these sound interesting to you, please contact Dawn in the church office at officeadmin@clcga.net for more information or to
sign up to volunteer. We need each of you to help our services running smoothly each week.
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Youth News September 2018

YOUTH GROUPS
Join us each Wednesday from 6-7:30 pm for dinner and our 4 week series “Fortnite”. We are
learning how to be brave, strong and confident
because God is with us! Dinner is provided as
well. We hope you will join us!

Bestie/Buddy Bash Drive –In Movie Night
Saturday, September 15th at 7 pm
Come watch Disney’s “Coco”, eat popcorn and play
in the bounce house. Fun for all ages. Invite your
friends, all are welcome!
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9/5 Ethan King

9/19 Janet Meyers

9/5 Julie Ehlers-King

9/21 Jeff Freeman

9/5 Karen Legg

9/21 John Travis

9/6 Don Finfrock

9/26 Stan Dickey

9/7 Mary Moore

9/27 Donna Tussey Thorton

9/8 Dr. Hank Lewis

9/28 Russ Goodwin

9/10 Bob Terry

9/30 Jim Joninas

9/11 Jack Slough

9/30 Susan Cordial
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9/13 Arnie McCleese

9/11 Ken & Signy Uyl
9/15 Don & Carol Woosley
9/18 Terry & Cindy Schmidt
9/22 Joel & Melinda Parmer
Did you know Christ Lutheran Church has an Automated External Defibrillator? It hangs on the wall as you enter the church. Do you know how to
use it in an emergency? It has very easy step-by-step directions for use.
However, if you would feel more comfortable, we are having a Defibrillator Training class at 10 am in the fellowship hall on Sunday, September
7th and 14th. Bob Falcey will be leading this class. Please join us to learn
how to save a life!

OKTOBERFEST
Save the date:
Saturday, September 29th from 4-9 pm
Beer & Brats will be provided
Look for sign up sheets to bring a side dish or dessert

Christ Lutheran Church

2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon

10 am—12 noon

9:45 am Adult Forum

6:00 pm Youth Group

11am Worship

6:45 pm Adult Choir

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

CLC staffs South
Hall Food Pantry

8:30am Worship

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

Pastor on vacation

9

Church office will be
closed
Pastor on vacation

7 pm Pub Theology

Pastor on vacation

8 pm AA

10

11

Confirmation w/ Alan
Clark
11am Worship

10 am Bible Study

9:45 am WELCA

12 noon Good News

6:30 pm Church
Council

5 pm Family Promise

5 pm Family Promise

11am Worship w/
Kid’s worship

17

18

Confirmation class
w/ Alan Clark
11am Worship w/
kid’s worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

5 pm Family Promise

Drive-In
Movie

5 pm Family
Promise

@ Dusk

19

20

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission

10 am—12 noon

21

22

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6:45 pm Adult Choir

7 pm Pub Theology

8pm AA

24

25

26

27

6:45 am Lutheran Men
in Mission

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

28

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

29

OKTOBERFEST

6 pm Youth Group

11am Worship w/
kid’s worship

9:45 am Adult Forum

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

Left Nut Brewing Co.

Confirmation class
w/ Alan Clark

8:30am Worship

15

6 pm Youth Group

8 pm AA

9:45 am Adult Forum

30

14

5 pm Family Promise

10 am Bible Study

4-7 pm HANDS

8:30am Worship

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

13

5 pm Family Promise

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

23

Pastor on vacation

Left Nut Brewing Co.

8:30am Worship
Confirmation class
w/ Alan Clark

Pastor on
vacation

7 pm Pub Theology

7:30 am Break– down
Family Promise
9:45 am Adult Forum

Pastor on vacation

6:45 pm Adult Choir

Pastor on vacation

16Hunger Relief Sunday

8 pm AA

6:00 pm Youth Group

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship
3:30 pm Set-up Family
Promise

12

Left Nut Brewing Co.

10 am—12 noon

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum

Pastor on vacation

4-9 pm

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8pm AA

7 pm Pub Theology
Left Nut Brewing Co.

8pm AA
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for September

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS
9/2 Toni Zavadil
9/9 Mindy Ellis
9/16 Cathy Freeman
9/23 Edna Jackson
9/30 Kay Knight
ALTAR GUILD
9/2 Gerry & John Travis
9/9 Sue & Jim Joninas
9/16 Lisa Sage
9/23 Mindy & Jim Ellis
9/30 Kay Knight

COMMUNION BREAD
9/2 Gerry Travis
9/9 Ginger Huddleston
9/16 Diane Bohn
9/23 Melinda Parmer
9/30 Kay Knight

ASSISTING MINISTERS
9/2 Alan Clark
9/9 Kat Hartman
9/16 Jim Trimboli
9/23 Alan Clark
9/30 Kay Knight

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
9/2 Gerry Travis
9/9 Diane Mulkey
9/16 Sue Joninas
9/23
9/30

USHERS
9/2 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas
9/9 Alan & Jan Clark
9/16 Cathy Freeman
9/23 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
9/30 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS
9/2 Phyllis Solgere
9/9 Bill Wonnacott
9/16 Karen Legg
9/23 Michelle Bair
9/30 Cindy Grastat

ASSISTING MINISTERS
9/2 Don Woosley
9/9 Karin Bowman
9/16 Jenny Goodwin
9/23 Cindy Grastat
9/30 Emma Seibert

Kid’s Worship
9/2- Emma Seibert & Dixie
Bryson
USHERS
9/2 David Tate & Dr. Hank Lewis
9/9 Janet Cboski
9/16- Denise Simpson
9/23- Josh King
9/30- Alan Clark

9/9 Phyllis Solgere & Carol Farrell
9/16 Janet & Austin Seibert
9/23 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman
9/30 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl

COUNTERS
9/2Jeff Winiesdorffer & Jeanne Lewis
9/9 Don Finfrock & Eric Bowman
9/16 Jan & Dane Clark
9/23 Betty McKevitt & Janet Goetz
9/30 Janel Brooks & Kat Hartman
ALTAR GUILD
9/2 Diane Morhard
9/9 Denise Simpson
9/16 Karen Legg
9/23 Marie Umberger
9/30 Marilyn Johnson
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
9/2
9/9 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger
9/16 Denise Simpson & Paul Egan
9/23 Dixie Bryson & Janet Seibert
9/30 Kathie Wilson & Karen Vinson
10/7 Cheryl Fuller & Peggy Goodwin
10/14 Nancy Garland & Karin Bowman
10/21 Marilyn Johnson & Diane Morhard
10/28 Melinda Parmer & Lynn Whitener

