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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org
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Dawn Johnson

Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2018 Church Council
Jan Clark

770-965-1573
JanMRClark@gmail.com

Cheryl Neller

678-517-4750
cherylrafot@aol.com

Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178

JohnATravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Alan Clark (Education)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com

Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com
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“For surely I know the plans I
have for you, says the Lord, plans
to prosper you and not harm you,
plans to give you a future of
hope.” – Jeremiah 29:11 (Found
under “J” in the Old Testament)

CLC STAFF

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net

N

Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
678-225-7919
clcga@bellsouth.net
pxiedsted@aol.com

A

Sometimes we forget that! What
a great few weeks it has been. Yet as life moves beyond this joy filled
holiday season where we gather around so many wonderful traditions, we
quickly move away from lighting candles, sharing meals and singing carols that bring smiles. We move back to school, work, routines, dark
nights, debts from over spending, and a myriad of other things that drag
us back into “reality.” Our dailyness turns from the celebrations of engagements, family gatherings, parties and joy, back into the laundry list
of things that block out the beautiful light of Christmas Eve candles with
the soft words of Silent Night in the background.
And we can quickly forget that what God wanted us to remember all
year: our futures are designed to be filled with hope.
All too often, we have compartmentalized the compassion, sharing, giftgiving and the Pay-It-Forward mentality in the McDonald’s drive-thru
line into two or three weeks of the year. Don’t we want to stretch that
out? Are we really ready to leave that all behind in our Christmas celebrations of December?
I’m not. And I hope you aren’t either. Because that’s not how God designed us. We are designed to live into a future that is new. That is awesome. That is hope-filled! It is both set out before us and inviting us to
mold and shape ourselves.
Now if you’re saying to yourself, “Self, I don’t see God paving some
hopeful future!” I get it. I’ve been there too. That’s when we need to
drag the joy of the past few week’s traditions into the now of our today! God works through you and me to accomplish that God works
through the simple smile, the continuous generosity, the selfless responder, the forgiving parent, the concerned neighbor and the listening teacher. God works through you. And me. And brings a future filled with
hope.
May your days ahead be filled with a continuation of what has been so
good in recent weeks. May you share that joy, peace and grace with
those you come in contact with. May God’s hope-filled blessings pour
over you and be super easy to see!
Lord, help us to keep living out Christmas. Amen
Soli Deo Gloria, Pastor Andy
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Church Council President Notes
Sisters and Brothers in Christ –
I just want to take a moment to say how blessed I have been this past 6 years being on
your CLC Council, and these last 2 years as your CLC Council President. I feel that my
time in this position has led me to such personal growth, and I want to thank you for
that. It has been a time of reaching out to gather information, gather together with
others to reach our goals and face our challenges. We have come such a long way as a
congregation! It warms my heart to see that so many of our congregation members
take part in at least one of our ministry efforts (So many of you are involved with more Kat Hartman, President
than one – Bless you!) You are a wonderful family to have, and again, I am blessed to be a part of it!

Thanks so much for your support! And I am looking forward to a prosperous 2018!
Happy New Year to you all.. – Kat Hartman

Sisters and Brothers in Christ –
I am so pleased that we WILL be hosting our Family Promise guests in 2018. We have had such success with
this ministry, and I am just so glad that it will continue here at Christ Lutheran. We can look for our guests in
Feb.

FAMILY PROMISE @ Christ Lutheran Feb 11 - 18
Our guests of Family Promise will again be arriving at our church on Sunday Feb 11 th. There are a number of
ways in which to volunteer to share the Love of God during this time. We will need dinners for all nights
(Except Tuesday). If you do sign up to cook or host a dinner, please get in touch with any other people that
may have signed up for the same night, so you can share the duties. Our families love the Home Cooked
meals they receive, and it also gives them ideas of things to prepare once they are out on their own (They
may even want to cook for themselves, if you are interested in that aspect, please see me).
Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are:
Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so you can
attend to your daily activities).
Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and
returned at some point before the next time we host.
Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some help in putting the classrooms back in order. Many hands make light work.
Please continue to pray for this ministry and how you can step out of your comfort zone and give a hand.
Yours in Ministry – Kat Hartman

Page #3

Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA



Newsletter

 The Vine

January 2018

Treasurer Improvements
We saw several improvements to our treasurer job over the past year designed to
better serve our church. First was the designation of Cathy Freeman to handle the
entry and processing of our member donations. This addresses our shift toward
online giving from the traditional envelopes. We hope we can further expand online
giving as it requires less effort by our Sunday counters.
We also moved our financial computer processing to a secure internet website. This
was a good move because we have at least 3 people involved in the processing (Dawn John Travis, Treasurer
handles Membership, Cathy does Donations, while John does Payroll and Accounting). Using the web gives us the flexibility to do processing from our own home as well as the Church
office. And Our data is also automatically backed up to a secure location.
For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and save money
on your taxes. A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from
an IRA owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from the IRA
to a qualified charity like our church. Sometimes this is done to satisfy all or part of a required minimum distribution (RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact your financial institution that maintains
your IRA. When you make this contact, they will need this information when they send us the check:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
Normally these contributions go to the General Fund. If you want to distribute it to several funds, you should
contact Dawn in the church office (770-535-9938) and inform her of your distribution preference.

On line giving
As you gather together your financial records to pay your taxes, it might be a good time to review your on
line giving account. There have been some changes in our financial status as a church.
We have paid off our mortgage. If you are making a donation to the mortgage reduction fund, please consider changing that to the building fund. Only you can move your donation from one account to another. Just
select the account on your donation page.
Also we are now splitting our giving to fight hunger between the local food pantry and the ELCA world hunger
fund. If you want some of your on line donation to go to world hunger you will need to indicate this on Your
Vanco Account page.
There is a link to the Vanco our on line giving site on our webpage. https://clcga.org/online-giving.html
Happy tax preparation!
Cathy Freeman
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Finance Committee News
After much work, discussions and tweaking, the 2018 Ministry Plan is complete and was approved by the Congregation! The overall goals we set out to reach were attained. Thanks to
everyone who attended the Question and Answer Sessions in late November. Especially
thanks to those who spoke up with questions or concerns. Your input is important and valued.
The next big task is the Annual Internal Audit which will be held in January. Dane Clark is
leading this effort. He and his team will follow the ELCA guidelines and CLC Policies and Procedures. This will lead them into checking and verifying that the CLC financial system is
sound and meets requirements.

Ken Hayden
Finance

The Annual Internal Audit is important and always taken seriously. The audit activity and subsequent Audit
Report assures the Congregation that the Church’s finances are being handled properly and that our internal
operating systems are being followed. It also insures that we are incompliance with Federal and State laws
and are meeting ELCA guidelines.
The Church Treasurer, John Travis, and Financial Secretary, Jan Clark (filling in for Cathy Freeman) will be
heavily involved in support of the audit. They will be generating required reports in advance and making
sure the Audit Team members know where to look for documents and information.
The Finance Committee and Church Council are always seeking to improve things. One of the major responsibilities of the Audit Team is to make recommendations for improving our financial procedures and systems.
Be sure to read Dane and his teams’ Audit Report including their recommendations. The report will be contained in the Annual Congregational Meeting packet in February.
Ken Hayden
For the Finance Committee

Epiphany and the Epiphany Season
The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6. Epiphany means “to show” or
“to make known” and is often called the Gentile Christmas because this is the celebration of when the Magi, who were Gentiles, came to worship Jesus. The season of
Epiphany continues until the day before Ash Wednesday. This year Ash Wednesday
is February 14th. The color for the season of Epiphany is green. White is used on
the Day of Epiphany, on he first Sunday after January 6 when we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord, and on the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday when we celebrate
the Festival of the Transfiguration.
- From Lutheranism 101, p. 229
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Happy New Year!
WELCA stands for Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
all women in the congregation are automatically members.
Here at Christ Lutheran, WELCA meets monthly on the second Monday of the
month at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall. We enjoy a delicious brunch, have a
short business meeting, then an interesting bible study. We usually end
around 11:30.
Please join us on January 8th for our first meeting of 2018 and enjoy a time of
good food and fellowship.

Expressions of Gratitude….

The family of Sondra Lightfoot would like to thank and express
our sincere appreciation for all your thoughts, prayers, food
and beautiful reception from all the ladies of the church. In
this difficult time, it was such a blessing having the church family here for
us.
The family of Clement Bizimana: Immaculee, Espoire,
Rosette, Jimy and David were so very happy to be remembered by the great Christmas gifts you provided.
Thank you for helping to make their Christmas wonderful!
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1/1 Ray Huddleston
1/1 Elaine Key
1/3 Diane Bohn
1/4 Judy Kaczorowski
1/12 Jeanne Lewis
1/13 Ricky Simpson
1/15 Edna Jackson
1/15 Everett King
1/17 Richard Morhard
1/17 Mary Ringer
1/27 Jeff Winiesdorffer
1/30 Mark Lewis

1/17 John & Gerry Travis
1/23 Richard & Diane Morhard

January 2018
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Youth Group Wednesday will
return January 3rd from 6-7:30
pm. All ages are welcome!
A HUGE Thank
You to Bill &
Joyce Wonnacott
for buying all the
kids ornaments
and bracelets for Christmas. The kids loved
them!
Our Annual Souper Bowl of Caring is scheduled for
Sunday February 4th, 2018 after the 11 am service.
Please sign up to donate soup and sandwiches in the
Narthex.

Kids Worship Volunteer Schedule
January

February

1/7- Emma Seibert
1/14- Karen Legg
1/21- Janet Cboski
1/28-Janel Brooks

2/4- Denise Simpson
2/11- Dixie Bryson
2/18- Emma Seibert
2/25- Karen Legg

We are in desperate need of Wednesday youth group volunteers! Please email at Sarah at clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
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Benefitting the AFFIRM Camp Fund
Join us for a spaghetti dinner to help send our youth to camp.

When: Saturday February 10th, 2018
Where: Christ Lutheran Fellowship Hall
Time: 5-7 pm
Cost per ticket: $5
For more info please contact Sarah at clcyouthdirector@gmail.com

Adult Forum– 9:45 am Sunday Mornings
INVITATION to ALL to join us for the Adult Forum…
When? Sunday mornings at 9:45AM
Sharon Stevens
Discussion leader

Where? Adult Classroom.....down the hall from coffee
and sweet treats

Bill Wonnacott,
Discussion leader

What? Discussions and presentations on just about anything and everything
Who? Drop in, get a cup of java, grab a seat and you are there!
We seek to discover where our Living God meets
our modern world. To guide discussion we generally use www.thewiredword.com. The participating writers are pastors and lay leaders from
around the country with supporting video clips.
We also seek invited speakers to address issues
important to us. Please drop in and join us for a
lively conversation! We welcome diverse viewpoints.

Adult Forum members, Gerry & John Travis and Joyce
& Bill Wonnacott on a recent trip to check out Trump
tower.

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

2018

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Happy New Year!

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon

Epiphany of our Lord

Church Office closed

6-7:30 Youth Group

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

10 am—12 noon

5-7 pm SHCFP

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8pm AA

9

7 Baptism of our Lord

8

8:30am Worship

9:45 am WELCA

9:45 am Adult Forum
5-7 pm SHCFP

Confirmation w/Pastor
11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship

10

11

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study
6-7:30 Youth Group

6:30 pm Church
Council

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8pm AA

15

16

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum

17

18

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

Confirmation w/Pastor

19

20

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

12 noon Good News

11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

13

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

14

12

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6-7:30 Youth Group

5-7 pm SHCFP

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8pm AA

8pm AA

21

22

23

Hunger Relief Sunday

24

8:30am Worship

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

9:45 am Adult Forum

10 am Bible Study

Confirmation w/Pastor

6:45 pm Adult Choir

11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship

6-7:30 Youth Group

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

29

30

8pm AA

31
6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum

10 am Bible Study

Confirmation w/Pastor

6:45 pm Adult Choir

11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

26

8pm AA
5-7 pm SHCFP

28

25

6-7:30 Youth Group

8pm AA

5-7 pm SHCFP

27
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for January

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

COMMUNION BREAD

1/7/2018 - Edna Jackson
1/14/2018 - Kay Knight
1/21/2018 - Judy Kaczorowski
1/28/2018 - Kat Hartman

1/7 Steve Knight

ALTAR GUILD

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

1/14 Ginger Huddleston
1/21 Diane Bohn
1/28 Gerry Travis

1/7 Steve & Kay Knight, Lisa Sage
1/14 Sue & Jim Joninas
1/21 Edna Jackson
1/28 Gerry & John Travis

ASSISTING MINISTERS
1/7 Edna Jackson
1/14 Kat Hartman
1/21 Jim Trimboli
1/28 Kay Knight
USHERS
1/7 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
1/14 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby
1/21 Gene Ferg & Cathy Freeman
1/28 Jim Joninas & Dale Osterloh

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS
1/7 - Sandy Fuller
1/14 - Vicki Lewis
1/21 - David Tate
1/28 - Carol Woosley

Kid’s Worship
1/7- Emma Seibert
1/14- Karen Legg
1/21- Janet Cboski
1/28-Janel Brooks

ASSISTING MINISTERS
1/7 Sandy Fuller
1/14 Karin Bowman
1/21 Cindy Grastat
1/28 Don Woosley

COUNTERS
1/7 Don Finfrock & Eric Bowman
1/14 Dane & Jan Clark
1/21 Jeff Winiesdorffer & Jeanne Lewis
1/28 Betty & Scott McKevitt

USHERS
1/7 Don Woosley & Hank Lewis

ALTAR GUILD

1/14 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman

1/14 Diane Morhard

1/21 Carol Farrell & Phyllis Solgere

1/21 Marie Umberger

1/28 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl

1/28 Karen Legg

1/7 Elaine Key

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
1/7 Cheryl Fuller & Karin Bowman
1/14 Karen Vinson & Kathie Wilson
1/21 Marilyn Johnson & Diane Morhard
1/28 Dixie Bryson & Janet Seibert

