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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org

clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2017 Church Council
Kat Hartman (President)….....770-965-9759
Kat_hartman@outlook.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178

JohnATravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Alan Clark (Education)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com
Kalani Knight (Nurture)………770-965-4801
nanaatlanta@comcast.net
Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com
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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

The chorus…is…terrifying!!!!!
Santa Claus is coming and he sounds like he has no
compassion for those who are having a bad day, sad
about something going on in life and wanting us to
be watching over our shoulder all the time.

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net

678-865-7911
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You know the song right? Many people sing it this
time of year or we hear it on the radio. Go ahead…
Hum the rest. Sing the rest of the words in your head
or randomly out loud in your office or classroom.

Dawn Johnson

Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

E

“You better not pout, you better not cry…

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
678-225-7919
clcga@bellsouth.net
pxiedsted@aol.com
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“He sees you when you’re sleeping…he knows when you’ve been bad or
good, so be good for goodness sake!”
Holy Stalker Santa! I’m now picturing this dark image of a “creepy clown”
type of Santa staring into my bedroom window, just watching me sleep!
We are heading into the church season of Advent. Waiting for Jesus to arrive on Christmas. Waiting for Jesus to arrive again into our world. Waiting
for the plan to be completed.
Do we equate this coming Jesus with this odd version of Santa-comin-toget-us? John the Baptist: we often think of him yelling and screaming in the
wilderness about this Savior coming and we better get our act together or
else!
But there’s more to his story. If you have a chance today, read Matthew 3:1
-12. And before you read it, get the image of Santa “Coming To Town So
You Better Shape Up” Claus out of your head and allow yourself to have a
clean slate. Maybe like someone wandering into the wilderness for the first
time.
Because he’s not describing a God who is coming to get you. He’s describing a God who already got you. He’s describing the God of Abraham who
has been active and redeeming the world for a very long time. And now
he’s telling people (and us) he’s coming again in another fantastic way!
In the days ahead, let go of doing your Christmas prep “because you have
to” or “because if I don’t I’ll be in trouble” or “because God will smite me if
I do this or that or don’t do this or that.” Do your Christmas prep because
God already did! God already saved us. God already arrived. God’s plan is
already in process and God already loves you!
Jesus Christ is coming to town! And that’s great news.
Lord, help us prep for what you’ve already done! Amen
Pastor Andy

Page #2

Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA



Newsletter

 The Vine

December, 2017

Church Council President Notes
Sisters and Brothers in Christ –

FAMILY PROMISE @ Christ Lutheran
Dec 3 – 10, 2017
Our guests of Family Promise will again be arriving at our church on Sunday
Dec 3. There are a number of ways in which to volunteer to share the Love Kat Hartman, President
of God during this time. We will need dinners for all nights. If you do sign up to cook or host a
dinner, please get in touch with any other people that may have signed up for the same night, so
you can share the duties. Our families love the Home Cooked meals they receive, and it also gives
them ideas of things to prepare once they are out on their own.
Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are:
Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so
you can attend to your daily activities).
Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and returned at some point before the next time we host.
Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some
help in putting the classrooms back in order. Many hands make light work.
Please continue to pray for this ministry and how you can step out of your comfort zone and give
a hand.
Yours in Ministry – Kat Hartman

Welcome Our New Members
We will be welcoming the following new members into our Christ Lutheran family during the
December 3rd services:
Susan Cordial
Paul Egan
Greg & Judy Kaczorowski
Kenneth & Jennifer Sawyer
We thank God for their ministry of presence, the gifts they bring and our work together as a
body of Christ.
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More Improvements to Online Donations
This past week we made 3 improvements to our Online Donations program.
We added the “Online Donations” selection to the main menu on our website,
www.clcga.org. Previously this selection was under a couple of other headings. Now it stands by itself.
We added a Frequently Asked Questions selection. This explains the importance John Travis, Treasurer
of this feature by Christ Lutheran Church, how it works and how you can benefit from using it.
We added a Sample Screen selection. Both of these are designed to help answer your questions. You
can look at these without making a contribution, so take a look.
We were also reminded that by using our Online Donations, you can easily select the specific funds for your
contribution. For example, Staff Gifts is a popular fund during the holidays. Sometimes you want to make a
contribution but are not sure what the fund or ministry is called. Look at the Sample Screens on our website
to see what is quickly available. If you want to use a credit or debit card for your donation, our Online Donations is the way this is done.
Our Online Donations is a secure connection that makes it convenient for you to make your donation in a
timely manner on a one-time or recurring basis. Remember, you select the start date for your donation, you
select the amount you want to give to either the General Fund or any of the other funds and you receive an
email when the donation is processed.
For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the church and
save money on your taxes.
A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution from an
IRA owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from
the IRA to a qualified charity like our church. Sometimes this is done to satisfy
all or part of a required minimum distribution (RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid
directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact your financial institution that maintains
your IRA. When you make this contact, they will need this information when they send us the check:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566
Normally these contributions go to the General Fund. If you want to distribute it to several funds, you should
contact Dawn in the church office (770-535-9938) and inform her of your distribution preference.
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Building Expansion Project
We are continuing to work on securing the property between our church and Mundy Mill Road. If we are
able to get an agreement from the owner, we will ask you for your vote to purchase the property at a congregation meeting. The opportunity to purchase this land would give us significantly more visibility from the
road. We believe this is important to make it easier to let people know we are here.
In the November Vine, we briefly explained that we were reevaluating our options to expand on our property
instead of purchasing the United Methodist Church. The key financial reasons for this decision were:
 We wanted to determine how we could expand our church in smaller increments than are shown in our
master plan. These changes would enable us to expand our facility in smaller projects that only focus on our
most immediate needs. Our architect has shown us some ways this can be done and we will present them to
get your feedback in an upcoming congregation meeting.
 We decided not to pursue purchase of the United Methodist Church facility after the insurance company
backed out of their purchase of it for four main financial reasons:
 The septic system was inadequate for the insurance company’s needs which was to support 65 workers
during the week. They found this problem while they were doing their due diligence and were not able to
find an acceptable solution. We believe if it were a relatively simple matter of expanding the septic system or
tying into a sewer line along McEver Road, they would have continued with their purchase. This was clearly a
serious matter the insurance company could not overcome without significant additional capital expense
which they chose not to take.
 The utility costs are $3,000/month which is more than three times our 2018 utility costs. Additionally,
they employ a full-time custodian.
 We originally thought UMC would have all the facilities that we planned for all three phases of our current master plan. In general, it did but additional capital expense would be required. For example, their sanctuary is slightly larger than our sanctuary so to expand, we could either add additional space on the road side
of the sanctuary, switch the fellowship hall and sanctuary, or finish the partially completed area and make it
the new sanctuary. Each of these options could be done but at additional capital expense.
 There are about the same number of parking spaces at the UM church as we have. We could add additional parking but at significant additional capital expense due to the earthwork that would be required at
the front of the church.
An elevator would need to be added to connect the downstairs with the main level. This would not be a large
capital expense.
We hope the above further clarifies the thought process we used to conclude that we must reevaluate the
potential of our church property instead of making an offer to purchase UMC. If you would like to discuss it
further, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Joe Vinson 770.519.7677 joevinson2327@gmail.com
Alan Overcash 770.757.9356 alan@overcash.us
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NURTURE...To Care for and encourage

Kay Knight, Nurture
CHRISTMAS …A time of giving gifts, giving hugs, giving help, giving a second chance, giving encouragement
and most of all giving of ourselves.
Say MERRY CHRISTMAS, not Happy Holidays to everyone you meet ! Give a smile, it is a free gift. And
most of all don’t forget whose birthday we are celebrating.
Remember that peace on earth starts with peace in our homes and in our heart.

OUTREACH
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I want to thank everyone for your help and participation with Operation Christmas Child. It
was a great success. The quilts made by Ann McDivitt and Marilyn Johnson that were
raffled off, raised enough money to pack and ship another 20 boxes in addition to the 72
donated by individuals. The quilts were won by Karen Schwindler and Sue McCleese. Ann
McDivitt and Sharon Stevens did an excellent job coordinating, checking and getting the
boxes to the collection point. Our area collected 1966 boxes and the total for the region
was 22,433. That is a lot of love going all over the world to needy boys and girls! Thanks
Toni Zavadil,
everyone for your help and participation with this worthy cause. For those who paid the
Outreach
shipping on line, if you follow up and find out where your boxes went it would be interesting to know.
Our Angel tree this year will have Angels for Family Promise and our Refugee family. Please prayerfully consider taking an Angel and help make someone’s Christmas special. Also, the South Hall Food Pantry has increasing needs at this time of year as families experience increased economic pressures. The youth have kept up
with the demand on our bags, so please feel free to help yourself to one from the fellowship hall, if you haven’t already. If you can and feel moved to help out, we really appreciate any little thing. I know that the more I
do the more blessed I feel. It may be hard to squeeze in one more thing this time of year, but I find it is always
worth it.
Happy Holidays – Toni Zavadil
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Ladies of Christ Lutheran come join in a Christmas luncheon December 12th at Houndstooth Grill in Braselton at
12:30 pm . No regular meeting, just fellowship and celebrating time together. Please bring a box of cereal (or 2)
for the Food Pantry.
(husbands are welcome – they sit together :)

www.houndstoothgrill.com
6323 Grand Hickory Dr. Braselton, GA 30517
In Mulberry Park subdivision right off 211

We have a new Advent
stand and Christ Candle
for our Advent wreath this
year! Thank you to Eric
Bowman for building the
stand and Ann & Richard
McDivitt for donating the
candle. The stand and
candles will be dedicated
during our December 3rd
worship services.
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12/2 Jaina Johnson
12/6 Gene Ferg
12/8 Diane Morhard
12/8 David Browne
12/10 Jim Trimboli
12/13 Diane Mulkey
12/15 Joel Parmer
12/17 Maddie Caruso
12/17 Kay Knight
12/18 Jennifer Smith
12/21 Don Woosley
12/22 Greg Thomas
12/24 Mackie Brown
12/26 Bev Alley
12/30 Diana Stroup
12/31 Elise King

12/6 Karen & Les Legg
12/21 Clyde & Betty Harris
12/22 Al & Mary Ringer
12/24 Jack & Jan Slough
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Free Devotional
Day by Day We Magnify You: Daily Readings for the Entire Year, Revised Edition
by Martin Luther (Author) …

Twenty-five copies of this religious classic have been purchased by a very generous and
anonymous member of Christ Lutheran to be given away to anyone in the congregation
who would like one. A unique devotional for daily meditation, it dwells on the great themes
of Christian piety and is drawn from Martin Luther's sermons and other works. The readings
are arranged according to the church year and organized under a central theme for each
week. In addition to the devotions for each day of the year, select readings are provided for
Thanksgiving, the Feast of the Reformation, and a Day of Penitence. Each daily meditation
concludes with a prayer, a biblical verse, or a question to ponder.
If you would like a copy, please see Pastor Andy.

Annual Congregation Meeting– 2018 Ministry Plan
All members are strongly encouraged to attend our Annual Congregation Meeting on Sunday, December 3rd at 9:45 am. We will
be voting on the 2018 Ministry plan, nominating 2 new council
members and appointing members for the nominating committee.
This meeting requires a quorum, so your ministry of presence is
greatly appreciated.
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Adult Forum– 9:45 am Sunday Mornings
Stop by the Adult Forum between the Services. It’s a
discussion study that is different! Bring your coffee.
Come by any Sunday and join the conversation!
Next Forum will be Sunday, December 10th

Bill Wonnacott,
Discussion leader

Each Sunday, the Forum discusses a current news item from the headlines or below the
headlines and how it connects into your life with Bible readings. We engage in thought
provoking subjects and always welcome diverse viewpoints.
We seek to discover where our Living God meets our modern world. To guide discussion
Sharon Stevens
we generally use www.thewiredword.com. The participating writers are pastors and lay
Discussion leader
leaders from around the country with supporting video clips. We always have a little fun
with some Jeopardy questions! We also seek invited speakers to addresses issues important to us.
Recent Topics
500th Anniversary Opportunity to Review the “Three Solas”
Las Vegas Killers Remain Unknown
Opioid Crisis in US
Taking a Knee or Making a Stand
12 People Killed During Baptism, including Infant When Roof Collapses in Mexican Church
Possible Upcoming Topics……..
* List of Powerful Men accused of Sexual Harassment grows
* Update on how churches and other organizations are partnering together to address the issue of water
safety in Flint, Michigan.
* Surprise….ordinary citizens and nonprofit groups are significant contributors to a great decline in crime
in nearly every major American city over the last 25 years
* Recent revelations tell us that Christian Ethics even a problem with the late 20 th century, Karl Barth
who led resistance against Hitler. His story gives us a chance to think about the ways in which we give
ourselves permission to sidestep Christian ethics we find inconvenient.
Forum Contributions from Adult Forum “Cow Fund” – contributed a total of $900 this year to Lutheran Disaster Response, Samaritan’s Purse, hurricane and fire victims, ELCA World Hunger and water for Kids in
Peru. We will decide our Christmas Gift from “ELCA Good Gifts” catalog……will it be a goats, chickens, cow or
could it be Piglets???
Sharon Stevens and Bill Wonnacott -Discussion Leaders

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
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Christmas Poinsettias

Help beautify the church this Christmas by placing a poinsettias on the altar. The cost is
$10.00 for each one ordered. Simply mark the appropriate space below. Place completed form and a check
for the total designating “Poinsettias” in the offering plate. Deadline is Sunday, December 17th. If you have
any questions, please call Cheryl Fuller at 770-967-0930 or the church office at 770-535-9938.

__________White Poinsettias

__________Red Poinsettias

In Memory of_______________________________________
In Honor of_________________________________________
Given By___________________________________________
Please print neatly. Thank you for your participation.

In lieu of a full fellowship after the 11 am service on December
17th, we are going to have a Christmas cookie pot-luck fellowship instead. We are asking everyone to bring a batch of cookies.
Please bring a batch of your favorite Christmas cookies to share
and join us after the 11:00 service.

Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, December 24
“Carols, Candlelight and
Communion”
7:00 PM & 11:00 PM
7 pm
Assisting Minister: Kat Hartman
Reader: Sue Joninas
Ushers: Jim Joninas & Don Finfrock

11 pm
Assisting Minister: Karen Schwindler
Reader: Toni Zavadil
Ushers: Alan & Philip Clark

Christmas Party at the Seibert’s
Everyone is invited to Pastor & Janet Seibert’s home on Sunday,
December 17th at 5:30 pm for a Church Christmas Party.
Please bring an hors d’ oeuvre to share.
4745 Eagle Watch Dr.
Flowery Branch, GA 30542
770-965-3918
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December YOUTH NEWS
Wednesday Kids Night & Teen Night EVERY Wednesday Night from 6-7:30pm.
Dinner is provided..
We are asking all parents whose children attend Kids
worship kindly sign up to volunteer to work one Sunday
every two months. Without volunteers we cannot offer
Kids Worship. If you do not have a child but still want
to volunteer please contact Sarah.

Join us Sunday Dec. 17th at 11:00
am for our Youth Christmas play.
You have never seen a Christmas
story like this before!
Kids Worship Volunteer Schedule
December
12/3- Janet Cboski & Janel Brooks
12/10- No Kids Worship (Cantata)
12/17- Kids Christmas Play
12/24- Denise Simpson
12/31- Dixie Bryson

January
1/7- Emma Seibert
1/14- Karen Legg
1/21- Janet Cboski
1/28-Janel Brooks

We are in desperate need of Wednesday youth group volunteers! Please email at Sarah at clcyouthdirector@gmail.com

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

2017
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8pm AA
3

5

4

6

7

8:30am Worship

10 am Bible Study

10 am—12 noon

9:45 am Congregation
Meeting

6-7:30 Youth Group
6:45 pm Adult Choir

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

Family Promise

Family Promise

11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship

5-7 pm SHCFP

Family Promise

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

6 pm ALPHA
Family Promise

8

9
12:30 Adult Choir
Cantata practice

Family Promise
8pm AA

Family Promise

3:30 pm Set-up Family
Promise

10

11

7:30 pm Break down
Family Promise

12:30 pm WELCA
Christmas Lunch

12

8:30am Cantata
9:45 am Adult Forum
11am Cantata
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

13

14

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

15

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

10 am—12 noon
CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

12 noon Good News

3-5 pm SHCFP
6:30 pm Church
Council

16

6-7:30 Youth Group

8pm AA
8pm AA

17Hunger Relief Sunday

18

19

Commitment Sunday

20

8:30am Worship

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

9:45 am Adult Forum

10 am Bible Study

11am Kid’s Christmas
Service

6:45 pm Adult Choir

21

22

23

12 noon Cookie Exchange
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

8pm AA

8pm AA

5:30 Christmas Party @
Pastor & Janet Seibert’s
24

25

10 am One Worship
Service

Church office closed

7 pm Carols, Communion
& Candlelight service
11 pm Carols, Communion & Candlelight service

26

27

28
10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

5-7 pm SHCFP

6:45 pm Adult Choir

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

29

30
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for December

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

COMMUNION BREAD

12/3 - Jan Clark
12/10 Cantata
12/17 - Jim Trimboli
12/24 Kay Knight
7 pm Sue Joninas
11 pm Toni Zavadil
12/31 - Mindy Ellis

12/3 Ginger Huddleston

ALTAR GUILD

12/10 Gerry Travis
12/17 Diane Bohn
12/24 Steve Knight

ASSISTING MINISTERS
12/3 Edna Jackson
12/10 Kat Hartman
12/17 Jim Trimboli

12/31 Freda Bair

12/24 Kay Knight (10 am)

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

USHERS

12/3 Sue Joninas

12/3 Beth Marien
12/10 Gerry & John Travis
12/17 Sue & Jim Joninas
12/24 Kay & Steve Knight
Lisa Sage (10 am & 7 pm)
11 pm Edna Jackson
12/31 Mindy & Jim Ellis

12/31 Alan Clark
12/3 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
12/10 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby
12/17 Gene Ferg & Cathy Freeman
12/24 10 am Ginny Huseby, Janet &
Amanda Seibert
7 pm Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas
11 pm Alan & Philip Clark
12/31 Francine Rice & Greg Kaczorowski

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

12/3 - Bill Wonnacott
12/10 Cantata
12/17 Youth Christmas
12/24 (10 AM) Kay Knight
7 pm Sue Joninas
11 pm Toni Zavadil
12/31 - Cindy Grastat

12/3 Sandy Fuller
12/10 Karin Bowman
12/17 Cindy Grastat
12/24 Kay Knight (10 am)
12/24 7 pm Kat Hartman
11 pm Karen Schwindler
12/31 Jenny Goodwin

Kid’s Worship
12/3 Janet Cboski & Janel

USHERS

Brooks
12/10 No Kid’s worship
(Cantata)
12/17 Kid’s Christmas play
12/24 Denise Simpson
12/31 Dixie Bryson

12/3 Janet & Austin Seibert
12/10 Don Woosley & Hank Lewis
12/17 Ted & Karline Best

COUNTERS
12/3 Janel Brooks & Kat Hartman
12/10 Michelle Bair & Phyllis Solgere
12/17 Janet Goetz & Carol Woosley
12/24 Phyllis Solgere &??????
12/31 Marilyn Johnson & Melinda Parmer
ALTAR GUILD
12/3 Elaine Key
12/10 Marilyn Johnson
12/17 Denise Simpson
12/24 Karen Legg
12/31 Marie Umberger

12/24 Ginny Huseby, Janet &
Amanda Seibert 10 am

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

7 pm Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas

12/10 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger

11 pm Alan & Philip Clark
12/31 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl

12/3 Denise Simpson & Janet Goetz
12/17 Cookie Exchange
12/24 No fellowship
12/31 Dawn Johnson & Freda Bair

