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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
678-225-7919
clcga@bellsouth.net
pxiedsted@aol.com

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2017 Church Council
Kat Hartman (President)….....770-965-9759
Kat_hartman@outlook.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178

JohnATravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Alan Clark (Education)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com
Kalani Knight (Nurture)………770-965-4801
nanaatlanta@comcast.net
Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
Something significant happened 500 years ago in the village of Wittenberg, Germany. On October 31st of that year, All Saints Eve, a young, upstart Augustinian monk by the name of Martin Luther nailed his famous 95
theses to the church door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. The 95 Theses
were 95 issues that Luther found wrong with the church of his day – issues
that Luther simply wanted to debate. Today, we mark that date, October 31st,
1517, as the beginning of what we call the Protestant Reformation.
Although we can say that the Lutheran Church, as a result of Martin
Luther and his associates, came into being on this date, it is wrong to say that
the Lutheran Church is 500 years old. For like all Christian churches, we had
our beginnings on the Day of Pentecost, also known as the Birthday of the
Church. You can read all about it in the bible in the book of Acts, chapter 2.
Still, here we are, as Lutherans, 500 years later. Christ Lutheran,
Oakwood has been a part of this on-going Reformation since 1987. Those
who began this church and who came before us were faithful to the Word of
God, and proclaiming the Good News. Today, we carry on that task for ourselves and for those who will come after us. One of the ways we do this is by
supporting our church through our financial gifts of love to the work of
Christ in and through this church.
Thankfully, we no longer use the sale of indulgences to raise funds for
the church. (That’s essentially what the sale of indulgences was, by the way.)
What we rely on is the generous giving from you, our members. Once again
we will be setting aside a Sunday to focus on how it is that God has blessed
us, and what our response to those blessings will be. This year, our Commitment Sunday will be November 19th.
In the weeks leading up to Commitment Sunday, I ask that you think
about and pray about how it is that you are going to respond to God’s grace,
mercy, forgiveness and peace. How will you respond to the material gifts
God gives you? How will you say thanks through your tithes and offerings?

Continued on page 2
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CONTINUED
Not only is giving a way of saying thanks, but what you are doing is investing materially in what God is doing. That’s what your financial gift is. It is an investment in the lives of children. And it must be working if you
look at all the children who come up for the kid’s message during the 11:00 service! But it is also an investment in
families, singles, the elderly, the young and everyone in between. Your gifts make a big difference to all who come
here for worship; for youth programming, bible studies, music ministry, outreach, pastoral care; in essence in all
the many ways mission and ministry is carried out in the name of Jesus, in, through and beyond Christ Lutheran
Church.
On Commitment Sunday, you will be asked to make a financial commitment for the work of the Lord for
the year 2018. This Commitment is between you and God. As in the past several years, your Commitment will be
brought forward in a self-addressed stamped envelope so that it can be returned to you later in 2018 as a reminder
of your commitment.
Commitment forms will be available beginning Sunday, November 5th. This is what I ask you to think about, pray
about, and if you are part of a family, talk about as a family. As you think, talk and pray, I ask you to consider how
you have been blessed by God, and to what extent you want to share those blessings with others. This is just one
way that you can be a part of what God is doing in this place.
As always, I encourage you to grow in your giving. Take a step of faith. One step toward what the bible
calls a “tithe.” In other words, the giving of 10% of what God has given you to the work of the Lord. This is not
a law, or a rule, or a mandate by any means. It is a goal towards which I encourage you to arrive. So determine
where your giving is in relation to your income, and consider growing a step. In other words, challenge yourself to
grow one percent, or perhaps a half a percent, towards that biblical tithe.
You see, I am convinced that you have a need, because I have that same need,. It’s called the need of the
giver to give – in order to make a difference; to invest in what God is doing in and through Christ Lutheran; in
order to make a difference for Jesus Christ in the church, our community and the world.
God has blessed us. Commitment Sunday, November 19th, is our opportunity to gather together once
again – in the spirit of the Reformation – in order to Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart.
Soli Deo Gloria,

Pastor Andy

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee has nearly completed the 2018 Ministry Plan. All budget line items have been
researched, questioned and discussed. The final draft plan lacks just a bit of tweaking on a few lines before presenting it to Church Council for its approval on November 13.
An issue of importance for next year’s plan is to increase our benevolence to as close to 10% as we can
reasonably get it. Benevolence includes the budgeted categories of Evangelism, Nurture and ELCA Benevolence. By getting these areas to total 10% of our budget we will become a “Tithing Church”.

Ken Hayden
Finance

Like last year, we will hold two Question and Answer sessions prior to the December Congregational meeting to approve the
Ministry Plan. These sessions will be between services on Sunday, November 19 and Sunday, November 26. Please plan to
attend one of these sessions to be able to get your questions answered in a more relaxed setting.
Ken Hayden
For the Finance Committee
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Church Council President Notes
Sisters and Brothers in Christ –
I wanted to take a moment to say just how pleased I am that we as a congregation have
paid off our mortgage, and are now ready to take the next step in our ministry plans. As
we look to the future, we do see a need to increase the capacity of our building (or move
to a larger facility) to accommodate the ministry activities that take place in our midst. For
instance, did you know that for a good portion of the time, our youth have outgrown their
classrooms? The teen room has not room to spare, and we cannot fit any more people in
that room when they meet, our Sunday Kids Worship is now split into 2 groups, so that all Kat Hartman, President
3 of the classrooms are in use during the Sunday 11:00 worship time. And during the
week, there are a number of times when we are at capacity for the classrooms. Did you know that when we host
Family Promise, all of our classrooms are used for this ministry, so any other program that needs space that week
uses the Sanctuary, or the Narthex? (for instance, AA is here every week, so on the days that they meet, we need
to be out of the Fellowship Hall by 7:30; on Wednesday nights, if the youth are meeting, they have to use the
Narthex, outside space, or meet off premises, there are also evenings that the Hispanic Ministry meets, and they
are unable to do so in the classrooms, and I’m sure there are other instances as well)
So, I just wanted to say how excited I am that we are in fact on our way to the next step in our planning for our
future and our future ministry opportunities. If any of you have an idea for a ministry that you think we should
look at to incorporate into our planning, please do make that known to Pastor, or any of your council members.
We are always looking for ministry opportunities, and how we can serve others humbly in his name.
Speaking of Family Promise, our guests will be back at our church the beginning of Dec, and I look forward to
see how you can participate and volunteer a bit of your time.
FAMILY PROMISE @ Christ Lutheran Dec 4 – 10, 2017
Our guests of Family Promise will again be arriving at our church on Sunday Dec 4th. There are a number of
ways in which to volunteer to share the Love of God during this time. We will need dinners for all nights. If
you do sign up to cook or host a dinner, please get in touch with any other people that may have signed up for
the same night, so you can share the duties. Our families love the Home Cooked meals they receive, and it also
gives them ideas of things to prepare once they are out on their own
Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are:
Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so you can attend to
your daily activities).
Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and returned at some point before the next time we host.
Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some help in putting the classrooms
back in order. Many hands make light work.
Please continue to pray for this ministry and how you can step out of your comfort zone and give a hand.
Yours in Ministry – Kat Hartman
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Wow, it’s getting late in the year. This month, I have two topics to discuss. First, is how to
make a charitable distribution to both help our church and lower your taxes and the second
deals with some Frequently Asked Questions about Online Giving.
For those of us 70 ½ or over
You can make a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to help the
church and save money on your taxes.
John Travis, Treasurer

A qualified charitable distribution is normally a taxable distribution
from an IRA owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from
the IRA to a qualified charity. Sometimes this is done to satisfy all or part of a required minimum distribution
(RMD). Please note, to qualify, the contribution must be paid directly to the church.
An easy way to make this tax-saving gift to our church is to contact your financial institution that maintains your
IRA. When you make this contact, they will need this information when they send us the check:
Christ Lutheran Church
PO Box 1298
Oakwood, GA 30566

Normally these contributions go to the General Fund. If you want to distribute it to several funds, you should contact Dawn in the church office (770-535-9938) and let her know your distribution preference.
What is online giving?
Online giving is the ability to make a contribution or schedule a series of contributions using your bank account,
debit or credit card at www.clcga.com.
Why would I want to give online?
Security and convenience make online transactions an increasingly popular means of contributing to the Christ Lutheran Church ministry. Plus, we enjoy administrative savings in time and accuracy. You also can take advantage of
the discipline that recurring donations can provide for your giving.
Is online giving Safe?
Yes! In many ways giving online is safer and more secure than giving via cash or check. By the time we identify
your gift by the counter, enter the amount under your name, make the bank deposit and then retype the information into our Donation System, Online Donations makes much more sense.
How do I get started giving online?
Select Online Giving at our church website: www.clcga.org
* Select Secure Online Giving. In this area you can:
* Make a new donation
* Setup a recurring contribution (and manage existing recurring donations)
* Set up your Account (Email Address) and Password
* View your Giving History
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NURTURE...To Care for and encourage

Thanksgiving is coming up and what a great time to give THANKS .

It is actually the traditional time to reflect and pray for the good fortune and plentiful harvest.
Kay Knight, Nurture

Do you know someone who is going to have surgery?
Do you know of anyone who lives alone and needs a friend?
Do you know someone that might need just a smile or a hug?
Do you know that person in the pew with you at church, or in front or in
back of you , if not, introduce yourself and give a smile, it does wonders.
How about just a friendly card to someone that has missed church ?

“Beautiful Star” cantata
The adult choir at Christ Lutheran will
present the Christmas cantata, “Beautiful Star,”
on Sunday, December 10 at both services. We
hope you will be blessed with this Southern Gospel music. It uses a mixture of traditional, Gospel, and even country styles to tell the wonderful
story of the miraculous gift that was given to us
all, as God became Man so He could dwell
among us and make a way for our sins to be forgiven.
Many thanks to all the choir members who commit their time and energy to learn this music.
Unfortunately, several of the regular singers will not be able to participate in the cantata. We are
looking for a few more singers to join us. We will help you catch up and learn the music quickly.
Who will come to the rescue? Join us and lift your voice in praise to the true God of heaven and
earth, who is worthy to be praised!
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Beginning in the late 19th century, Lutheran women were given small
Thankoffering boxes to place in a special location in their homes as a
visible reminder of blessings received. Women would add coins to
those boxes almost daily as particular blessings were noted. That tradition evolved into an annual church service to celebrate the collection
and distribution of funds that support the ministries and mission of
ELCA women's organizations.
November 12th will be Thankoffering Sunday at our church and the
women of CLC will serve as the worship assistants at both services. Pastor Karen Schwindler will be our guest minister.
Ladies please come and share fellowship at our monthly meeting which will be November 13th
at 9:45 at the church. We start off with a delicious brunch followed by a short business meeting
and ending with a meaningful devotion led by Edna Jackson. November hostesses are Gerry
Travis and Diane Morhard. Come visit and see the projects we support. Hope to see you there!
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11/1 Ted Best
11/3 Elizabeth Sage
11/6 Jan Slough
11/7 Marie Umberger
11/8 Nolan Kangas
11/10 Doris Walsh
11/20 Philip Clark
11/21 Jan Clark
11/23 Elke Trimboli
11/23 Ed Walsh
11/29 Cynthia Schmidt

11/13 Gary & Marie Umberger
11/29 Ray & Ginger Huddleston
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Our annual Thanksgiving Potluck will be on Sunday, November 19th after the 11 am service. Please bring your favorite dish
or dessert to share. Join your CLC family for a festive potluck
and share food, fun, and fellowship! There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. We also need volunteers to help set-up and cleanup. Please sign up on the sheet for that as well. Thanks!

Church Expansion news...
Thank all of you who took the time to let us know your thoughts on potential move to the McEver Road United
Methodist Church property. We appreciate your views and, after understanding them and then hearing that someone else made an offer on the church, (it was later withdrawn) we took a step back to reevaluate the options.
We believe it is a very good idea to try and secure the Bagwell property which is between our church and Mundy
Mill Road so we have asked our real estate agent to see if they will sell it to us. Whether we stay where we are or
move, we think that owning that property will be advantageous.
If we get the property and decide to stay, we will remove the trees and some of the dirt and then landscape it to
make our church very clearly visible from Mundy Mill Road.
If we decide to sell our property and move, the value of our land will be higher and access to Mundy Mill Road
could be more direct, thus making our land more desirable.
We have asked our architect to give us new ideas on how we can expand by including the Bagwell property. He is
developing several ideas about how we can meet our needs as we grow by defining smaller and more specific projects. With the additional property, we can expand our fellowship hall and kitchen instead of building a new one,
we can expand our Sanctuary toward Mundy Mill Road and make it wider as another project when the need arises.
We can also rent/purchase portable classrooms to meet immediate needs. We are reviewing these and other ideas
you suggested so we can prepare a new plan that will best utilize the new property (if we can purchase it).
Even without the Bagwell property, our architect will help define smaller projects that will meet our needs as we
grow.
Although we did vote to move forward with Phase One when our mortgage was paid off, we did so with the understanding that we would expand in the most cost-effective manner. One possibility of accomplishing this was,
and is, to consider moving our congregation to another location if it meets our needs as a Lutheran congregation
and if it is more cost-effective than building on our site. With your thoughts on United Methodist Church in mind,
along with other data on the limitations of that church, we will not pursue purchase of it. We will continue searching for another location while we develop a new plan to expand our church in smaller increments as our needs require.
A final comment – we recognize that, in addition to the financial implications of choosing how we expand, there is
an emotional attachment to our current location that cannot be ignored. Thank you for voicing that thought!
Thank you again for your comments and continued interest As we move forward, we will keep you informed.
Joe Vinson and Alan Overcash
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Adult Forum– 9:45 am Sunday Mornings
Stop by the Adult Forum between the Services.
It’s a conversation discussion study that is different! Bring your coffee. Come by any Sunday and
join the conversation!
Each Sunday, the Forum discusses a current news item from the headlines or
below the headlines and how it connects into life and Scripture readings. We
welcome diverse viewpoints.
We seek to discover where our Living God meets our modern world. To guide
discussion we generally use www.thewiredword.com. The participating writers
are pastors and lay leaders from around the country with supporting video clips.

Bill Wonnacott,
Discussion leader

Sharon Stevens
Discussion leader

We also seek invited speakers to addresses issues important to us.
Thank You to Recent Forum Special Guests:
Dr. Hank Lewis “Opioid Crisis in America” led discussion on this national crisis in our
country.
Pastor Mike Freeman “End of Life Preparations”. “Five Wishes”. As a member at NEGA
Medical Center ethics committee Mike sees how vital Advanced Directives are for family
and medical professionals. Here’s is a link to download:
http://www.grovedoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Five_Wishes_10_10_2012.pdf
Anthony Caruso & Firemen Trainers “CPR and AED” demonstration with hands-on
teaching by many in our congregation. It was a great learning experience.
Recent Topics
Luther and the Reformation, Rick Steves video made on site
Las Vegas Killers Remain Unknown
Taking a Knee or Making a Stand
12 People Killed During Baptism, including Infant When Roof Collapses in Mexican Church
Military Care Boxes – the Forum packed care boxes for 2 overseas Military on our prayer list;
Deeter Rincon USMC in India and Chase Thornton USA Infantry, Afghanistan.
Forum Contributions from Adult Forum “Cow Fund” – contributed a total of $900 this year
to Lutheran Disaster Response, Samaritan’s Purse, hurricane and fire victims, ELCA World Hunger and water for Kids in Peru.
Sharon Stevens and Bill Wonnacott, Discussion Leaders

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
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November Youth News
Wednesday Kids Night & Teen Night EVERY Wednesday Night from 6-7:30pm. Dinner is provided..

We are asking all parents whose
children attend Kids worship to kindly sign up to volunteer
to work one Sunday every two months. Without volunteers
we cannot offer Kids Worship. If you do not have a child,
but still want to volunteer please contact Sarah.

Kids Worship Volunteer Schedule
November
11/5- Dixie Bryson
11/12- Emma Seibert
11/19- Karen Legg
11/26- Janel Brooks

December
12/3- Janet Cboski
12/10- No Kids Worship (Cantata)
12/17- Kids Christmas Play
12/24- Denise Simpson
12/31- Dixie Bryson

We are in desperate need of Wednesday youth group volunteers! Please email at Sarah at clcyouthdirector@gmail.com

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

2017
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

9:00 am Property

6-7:30 Youth Group

8pm AA

6:45 pm Adult Choir

5

7

6

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum

3-5 pm SHCFP
5-7 pm SHCFP

11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship

6 pm ALPHA

8

9

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am—12 noon

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

10 am Bible Study

8pm AA

12

13

8:30am WELCA
Thankoffering Worship

9:45 AM WELCA

14

8pm AA

15

16

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

No choir

8pm AA

19 Hunger Relief Sunday

20

22

23
Church Office Closed

8:30am Worship

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

9:45 am Adult Forum

10 am Bible Study

21

Commitment Sunday

24

6:45 pm Adult Choir

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11am Worship w/Kid’s
worship

5-7 pm SHCFP

6 pm ALPHA

8pm AA

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

8pm AA

27

28

8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

18

6 pm ALPHA

8pm AA

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11 am Worship w/Kid’s
worship

17

6-7:30 Youth Group

5-7 pm SHCFP

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

26

11

12 noon Good News

6:45 pm Adult Choir

6:30 pm Church
Council

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11am WELCA
Thankoffering Worship
w/Kid’s worship

12 noon Thanksgiving
Potluck

10

6-7:30 Youth Group

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

9:45 am Adult Forum

Committee Shed
Building

29

30

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

6 pm ALPHA

8pm AA

5-7 pm SHCFP

6-7:30 Youth Group
6:45 pm Adult Choir

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

25
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for November

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

COMMUNION BREAD

11/5 - Cathy Freeman
11/12 - Sue Joninas
Diana Stroup
Kay Knight
11/19 Jim Trimboli
11/26 Diana Stroup

11/5 Steve Knight

ALTAR GUILD
11/5 Kay & Steve Knight (Lisa
Sage)
11/12 Edna Jackson
11/19 Beth Marien
11/26 Gerry & John Travis

11/12 Ginger Huddleston
11/19 Diane Bohn
11/26 Gerry & John Travis
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/5 Mindy Ellis

ASSISTING MINISTERS
11/5 Jim Trimboli
11/12 Kat Hartman/ Pastor Karen
11/19 Alan Clark
11/26 Kay Knight

11/12 Toni Zavadil & Phyllis
Solgere

USHERS

11/19 Gerry Travis

11/12 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby

11/26

11/5 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
11/19 Gene Ferg & Cathy Freeman
11/26 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

11/5 - Karen Legg
11/12 - Emma Seibert
Toni Zavadil
Joan VanRysselberge
11/19 - Pat Freeman
11/26 - Pastor Freeman

11/5 Karin Bowman
11/12 Pastor Karen Schwindler/
Cindy Grastat
11/19 Jenny Goodwin
11/26 Don Woosley

Kid’s Worship
11/5 Dixie Bryson

USHERS
11/5 Don Woosley & Hank Lewis

11/12 Karen Legg
11/19 Emma Seibert
11/26 Janel Brooks
Acolyte
11/5 Ruth Goodwin
11/12 WELCA/ Edna Jackson
& Donna Doughty
11/19 Eli King
11/26 Maddie Caruso

COUNTERS
11/5 Dane & Jan Clark
11/12 Freda Bair & Jeanne Lewis
11/19 Jeff Winiesdorffer & Jeanne Lewis
11/26 Betty & Scott McKevitt
ALTAR GUILD
11/5 Denise Simpson

11/12 Karline Best & Cheryl Fuller

11/12 Marilyn Johnson
11/19 Denise Simpson
11/26 Karen Legg

11/19 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman
11/26 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
11/5 Karen Vinson & Kathie Wilson
11/12 Marilyn Johnson & Diane Morhard
11/19 Church Potluck (Kat Hartman & Nancy
Garland)
11/26 Dixie Bryson & Janet Seibert

