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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net
Office Administrator:
678-225-7919
clcga@bellsouth.net
pxiedsted@aol.com

Dawn Johnson

Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2017 Church Council
Kat Hartman (President)….....770-965-9759
Kat_hartman@outlook.com
Ken Hayden (V.P./Finance) 770-503-0673
ken.hayden@charter.net
John Travis (Treasurer)…..….770-967-4178
johnatravis@outlook.com
Eric Bowman (Scribe)……..…770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Alan Clark (Education)…….…770-778-6423
aclark924@yahoo.com
Kalani Knight (Nurture)………770-965-4801
nanaatlanta@comcast.net
Bob Falcey (Property)…….....770-967-1231
bjbfalcey@aol.com
Toni Zavadil (Outreach)….....770-287-7383
tjzavadil@gmail.com

This is it! September…Football season! Time to put on the jersey of choice and define yourself! Pro, college…It doesn’t matter. Now I may live near Atlanta and root for the
Falcons, and through Amanda and Tyler I’m tied to UGA and the Bulldogs, but having
grown up in Buffalo, the jersey that I own is still red, white and blue. Let’s Go Bills!!!!
What one defines you?
I used to go to home games at Rich Stadium in Buffalo and when I put the jersey on,
wonderful things would happen. I would unite with my brothers and sisters around me. I
would become insanely passionate. I would cry during the anthem and cheer if a plane
flew over. I rejoiced when someone hit someone else hard enough to knock their teeth
out. I hated anyone wearing a Colts, Patriots, Jets, Dolphins….and the list goes on…
jersey. When they would walk up the stairs near my seat, I’d boo at them.
OK, maybe not everything on that list was wonderful. In fact, much of it wasn’t. And
if I had acted like that all the time, even when I took the jersey off and the game was over,
I’d have a huge problem.
But some of the things that define us in life seem to last longer than the “game”,
becoming part of our DNA, our belief system about who we are, what we stand for and
who we belong to.
When the person who is dealing with addictions is constantly told they will go back
to it again even if they quit and are a horrible person for using. When the mom with ultraactive kids who are struggling with diagnosed behavioral challenges is called a bad parent. When the guy with a cancer diagnosis only gets strange and pitiful looks once he’s
told his co-workers.
The stuff that our culture defines us by sticks. It lasts. It can even seem to affect our
very DNA of dailiness.
Peter, one of Jesus’ outspoken disciples, tried to define him as a messiah, one of power
and status and conquering success. Jesus would have none of it. “Get behind me
man!” Follow me. Watch who I am. Who I am claimed by. Who I live out. Where I
go. And who I have claimed you to be. Peter was thinking “crown” and Jesus was thinking
“cross.”
I don’t blame Peter. His culture led him into it. Too many jerseys put on by everyone wanting this over that, and these over those. Pitting expectations over identity.
It happens to all of us. But it’s not who we are called and claimed to be. We are simply
simple. Called to live that life and wear that jersey. Invited into a team that has all teams,
a simplicity that appears too complex to get to.
What defines you? And how have you defined yourself due to someone’s pressure
to be something you were never intended to be?
“Get behind me.” I invite you to use those words this month as a response to any
one or any thing or any jersey or any impairment or any sickness or any struggle or any
separation or any loss that calls, begs, guilts, shames you in being anything but…
you. Loved. Forgiven. Claimed.
Lord, help me focus on the one thing. Simply that and yet not that simple. Amen.
God loves you. In Jesus’ name.
Pastor Andy
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Notes from the Council President...

Kat Hartman, President

After nearly four years of hard work, the Stepping Stones House is complete! On August 4th
the first family moved into this three bedroom home. On Thursday, September 7th at 9:30 am,
you are all invited for the dedication of this house. Take a tour and join us in celebrating our
third addition to the Next Steps Affordable Housing Program.

Railroad Ave in downtown Flowery Branch
JOB OPENING At FAMILY PROMISE
Program Manager Position available with Family Promise. Please get in touch with Lindsey at
The Family Promise office for more info. I believe this position will be available mid-Sept.
FAMILY PROMISE @ Christ Lutheran Sept 24 – OCT 1
Our guests of Family Promise will again be arriving at our church on Sunday Sept 24th for a week
Stay with us. There are a number of ways in which to volunteer to share the Love of God during this time. We
will need dinners for all nights. If you do sign up to cook or host a dinner, please get in touch with any other people that may have signed up for the same night, so you can share the duties. It’s always a good thing to have too
much food than not enough. Our families love the Home Cooked meals they receive, and it also gives them ideas
of things to prepare once they are out on their own. I will try to send out a note at the start of the week with the
number of guests we will have and their ages, so please be sure your e-mail address and phone number is correct in
the directory.
Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are:
Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so you can attend to
your daily activities).
Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and returned
at some point before the next time we host.
Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some help in putting the classrooms
back in order. Many hands make light work.
Please continue to pray for this ministry and how you can maybe step out of your comfort zone and give a hand.

Yours in Ministry – Kat Hartman
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Our Mortgage in now Paid Off!
As promised in the last issue of The Vine, we sent in our last mortgage
payment in August and I’ve confirmed we are now PAID-IN-FULL.
Cheers to all of you that made this dream a reality. The original mortgage was taken out in 1992, 25 years ago. It was later refinanced so it
could happen while many original members could celebrate with us
newbie’s.
John Travis, Treasurer

Our Accounting System shows the current mortgage with Thrivent Financial Services was
taken out in 2004. This is the one we just paid off. Our original budget was $45,972 per year.
Then, ten years later, we started our Mortgage Reduction Fund. The primary purpose was to quickly pay off the
current mortgage so we had more flexibility if we decided to expand. As we all know, this was a complete success
as the early pay-off lowered our interest payments and put us in our current situation, Debt Free.
Some members may continue to make donations to the current Mortgage Reduction Fund (MRF). All new or remaining amounts will be directed to our Building Fund. Remaining payments for the current mortgage will also
go to our Building Fund. So our Building Fund will continue to grow each month with our leftover mortgage
budget of $3,823, plus donations made to the MRF and those to the Building Fund.
If you’ve not already done so, please sign up for our Secure Online Giving. You can do a one-time or recurring
donation for the specific funds you support, including the Building Fund. Just go to our church website,
www.clcga.org or scan our QR Code.
Once there, click the Create Profile button & follow the onscreen instructions. As you’ve
heard before, “God Loves a Cheerful Giver”.
As you might have thought, our online giving program is easy to use, very convenient and
secure. You have the option of having your donation deducted from your checking account
or you can use a credit or debit card. All are equally secure and free of charge to you. Whenever a donation is processed, you receive an email to both thank you and remind you to update your records.

Choir Notes

Thank you so much for participating in Walk-Up Choir during the
month of August. We hope you were blessed by either singing with the
choir or with hearing older, much-loved hymns presented by a larger than
usual group of singers. Choir members really appreciate your joining them.
The choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. You are always welcome to join them. We will be singing a few more Gaither songs and are
also learning some classic anthems such as “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
and “If That Isn’t Love.”
We have chosen “Beautiful Star,” a Southern Gospel Christmas musical
for our cantata this year. It includes familiar carols like “Away in a Manger” and “Angels We Have Heard on High” with newer compositions like
“A King Changes Everything.” This music is accessible and in a comfortable range for all singers. We invite you to sing with us as we praise the true
God of Heaven and earth as He came to dwell among us to make a way for
our sins to be forgiven. “O Come Let Us Adore Him.”
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ALPHA is returning!
ALPHA is a 10 week course billed as “An opportunity to
Explore the Meaning of Life and to Grow in the Christian
faith.”
The classes will be held each Tuesday evening beginning
September 12th. Interested?
An introduction to ALPHA entitled, “Christianity: Boring,
Untrue and Irrelevant?” will be held on Tuesday, September 5th @ 6:00
PM.
Please sign up on the clipboard in the church narthex if interested. Talk to
Pastor Andy if you have any questions.

Youth Confirmation Classes Resume
Confirmation classes with Pastor Andy will resume again on September 10th at 9:45 am.
Class is for any student in 7th or 8th grade and
will meet each Sunday at 10 am.
Candidates to be confirmed, known as confirmands, will learn about
Christian doctrine, theology, Lutheran Church history, stewardship,
basic Bible study and other topics. Please see Pastor Andy for more
information.
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NURTURE...To Care for and encourage

Kay Knight, Nurture

Hope to see everyone at the September Festival and celebrate
the burning of the church mortgage that has been paid off
early .

SEPTEMBER 16th 4 to 9 pm
SEE YOU THERE !!!! COME ONE COME ALL !!!!!

Magazines
Do you have any old magazines that you would like to
recycle? Please bring them to the Adult Forum room
and place in bin. Diana Stroup will be collecting them
for her classes. Thanks!

Congregational Meeting
An Important Building Expansion Status meeting will be
held on Sunday, September 3rd from 9:45-10:45 am in
the sanctuary There are some opportunities we are looking into and want everyone in the congregation to be informed. All members are urged to attend.
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ssociation

Ladies please come and share fellowship at our
monthly meeting which will be September 11th at
9:45 at the church. We start off with a delicious
brunch followed by a short business meeting and
ending with a meaningful devotion led by Edna
Jackson. September hostesses are Diane Mulkey &
Diane Morhard. Hope to see you there!
Phyllis, our president, gives a heartfelt thanks to everyone who brought supplies, made donations, assembled, packed, and delivered the kits. There were
91 personal health care kits and 50 school kits.

Pastor Andy’s Sermons on You Tube
Hear Pastor’s message ….Or hear him again… On You Tube!
If you miss a Sunday service, but would still like to hear Pastor Andy’s message, you may copy the link below and look for the current
week’s message. It should redirect you automatically.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtce6v7EqlkMumscvMKRs8g
Be sure to Subscribe to receive notifications when a new video becomes available!

Youth Bestest/Buddy Bash
Youth group returns with 2nd annual Bestest Buddy bash on
Wednesday, September 6th from 6-7:30 pm. All youth are invited!
Bring your Bestie or Buddy for an evening of fun with a cookout
and friendly game of kickball. Gift basket raffle for all attendees.
This event is Free! Please see Ms. Sarah for more details...
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Outreach

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Greetings from your Outreach representative. I have been amazed at all the things going
on at our church as we reach out to help out neighbors in need. The food pantry continues to benefit from our cash and item donations. Family promise is coming around again
and volunteers benefit as well as our residents for the week. The Animal Shelter sends its
thanks for the newspapers and they now recognize my car and come out before I am all
the way out of the car. This simple need is great for them, and it is recycling as well as
helps them to take care of our furry friends in need. Other donations for things like the
health kits, or the youth working to make more donation bags for the food pantry are
much appreciated. Thanks everyone for all your help. Soon we will be moving into
Thanksgiving and Christmas and besides the need for more food, we will have the shoe
Toni Zavadil,
box ministry of Operation Christmas Child to look forward to. Donations for postage or
Outreach
the purchase of boxes is greatly appreciated. I for one appreciate not having to rustle up a
shoe box or two and truly enjoy the challenge of shopping for some young person and getting it to fit in a shoe
box and fit the requirements.
I am sure I missed a project or two, but know that what you do truly serves God as you serve others. When viewing the movie on Luther last week I was struck again by the wonder of God's grace and how in return for this
priceless gift all he asks is that we serve those around us. There are many times in my own life when I am grumping and dragging my heels in service when I remind myself how easy it is to do for strangers and the joy that
brings. Then I am better able to provide to others, with a lighter heart trying not to judge. The movie reminded me
to be grateful that God doesn't give us what we deserve, but through grace loves us, no matter our faults or what
we deserve. So if you have an idea or know of a need that falls under outreach, please let me or a council member
know.
God's peace
Toni Zavadil
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9/5 Ethan King
9/5 Julie Ehlers King
9/5 Karen Legg
9/6 Don Finfrock
9/7 Mary Moore
9/8 Hank Lewis
9/11 Jack Slough
9/13 Arnie McCleese
9/19 Janet Meyers
9/21 Jeff Freeman
9/21 John Travis
9/24 Ken Lightfoot
9/27 Donna Tussey Thornton
9/28 Russ Goodwin
9/30 Jim Joninas

9/3 Butch & Marcey Dyer
9/11 Ken & Signy Uyl
9/14 Don & Carol Woosley
9/18 Terry & Cindy Schmidt
9/22 Joel & Melinda Parmer

September, 2017
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Reformation Day
Reformation Day - October 31st 2017 marks the
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
As part of this anniversary celebration, the ELCA has sent
to all churches a 1 hour DVD narrated by Rick Steves, which highlights Martin Luther and the Reformation. This video will shown in the Adult Forum on Sunday,
September 10th and 17th from 9:45 – 10:45 am. It is being shown in 2 parts in order to allow for discussion time. Take advantage of this opportunity to learn more
about Luther and the Reformation.

Property Notes
Greetings friends and fellow Christians, Summer is almost over and it will be a
relief to feel the cool crisp days of Autumn. Our church seems to be in good
shape, but we will be needing members to volunteer for our Fall clean -up
some time in October.
Our annual October-Fest is right around the corner in September. This will be a
very special event ,as it will also be the "Burning of the mortgage" for our
Church as we move forward into the future. This should be a wonderful time
for all of us, as we look to the next chapter of our Church and as Christians.
Bob Falcey,
Property

As we look forward, we should all look for ways we can serve Christ ,our congregation and
fellow humans. We sometimes forget that there are people less fortunate than ourselves and
that there are ways to serve.
Take some time in your prayers to ask Jesus how you can best accomplish this task. We can
all do more than we think we can. Remember our congregation meeting on Sept. 3rd in between the 2 services. This is a very important time for the future of our Church!
Your friend and fellow Christian.....Bob Falcey

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

2017
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
10 am—12 noon

8pm AA
5

4

3
8:30am Worship
9:45 am Congregation
meeting
11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

10

5-7 pm SHCFP

Church office closed

6 pm ALPHA intro class

12

9:45 am Adult Forum–
Luther movie

17

Hunger Relief Sunday

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

8

9

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6-7:30 Youth Bestest/Buddy Bash

8pm AA

13

14

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

15

16

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

12 noon Good News

9:45 AM WELCA

5-7 pm SHCFP

6:30 pm Church
Council

6 pm ALPHA

6:45 pm Adult Choir

4-9 pm

8pm AA

8pm AA

18

19

8:30am Worship
9:45 am Adult Forum–
Luther movie

20

21

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11am Worship w/Kid’s
worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

8pm AA
11

1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

7

6:45 pm Adult Choir

8:30am Worship

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11am Worship
w/Kid’s worship

6

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

22

23

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6:45 pm Adult Choir

5-7 pm SHCFP

6 pm ALPHA

8pm AA

8pm AA

24

25

26

8:30 am Worship
9:45 am CPR
w/Anthony Caruso

3:30 pm Set-up Family
Promise

28

6:30 am Men in Mission
prayer breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

29

30

FAMILY PROMISE

FAMILY PROMISE

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6:45 pm Adult Choir

10 am Confirmation w/
Pastor
11 am Worship w/Kid’s
worship
1PM Spanish speaking
Worship

27

5-7 pm SHCFP
6 pm ALPHA

FAMILY PROMISE

FAMILY PROMISE

FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for September

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

COMMUNION BREAD

9/3 - Cathy Freeman
9/10 - Kay Knight
9/17 - Kat Hartman
9/24 - Jan Clark

9/3 Steve Knight

ALTAR GUILD

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

9/3 Kay & Steve Knight
9/10 Sue & Jim Joninas
9/17 Edna Jackson
9/24 Gerry & John Travis

9/3 Diane Mulkey

9/10 Ginger Huddleston
9/17 Diane Bohn
9/24 Gerry & John Travis

9/10 Ellis Family
9/17 Travis family
9/24 Doreen Krumenacker

ASSISTING MINISTERS
9/3 Jim Trimboli
9/10 Alan Clark
9/17 Kay Knight
9/24 Kat Hartman
USHERS
9/3 Jim Ellis & Don Finfrock
9/10 Gene Ferg & Cathy Freeman
9/17 Gerry Travis & Ginny Huseby
9/24 Dale Osterloh & Jim Joninas

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

9/3 - Karen Legg
9/10 - Brant Sutphin
9/17 - Mackie Brown
9/24 - Bill Wonnacott

9/3 Karin Bowman
9/10 Sandy Fuller
9/17 Cindy Grastat
9/24 Jenny Goodwin

Kid’s Worship
9/3 Dawn Seibert & Denise

USHERS
9/3 Bill Kangas & David Tate

Simpson

9/10 Ted & Karline Best

9/10 Dixie Bryson

9/17 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl

9/17 Skylar Truelove

9/24 Eric Bowman & Alan Overcash

COUNTERS
9/3 Don Finfrock & Eric Bowman
9/10 Dane & Jan Clark
9/17 Jeff Winiesdorffer & Jeanne Lewis
9/24 Carol Woosley & Betty McKevitt
ALTAR GUILD
9/3 Elaine Key
9/10 Marilyn Johnson
9/17 Marie Umberger
9/24 Karen Legg

9/24 Emma Seibert

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

Acolyte

9/10 Cheryl Fuller & Karin Bowman

9/3 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger
9/17 Karen Vinson & Kathie Wilson
9/24 Marilyn Johnson & Diane Morhard

