
C H R I S T  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Jan u a ry ,  2 01 7  

3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA  30566             Phone: 770-535-9938              Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net   

Website:  www.clcga.org          Office Hours : 9 amð1PM   Monday thru Thursday 

                CLC STAFF 

Pastor:   Rev. Andrew Seibert 

770-403-1194      

clcgapastor@bellsouth.net 

 

Office Administrator:    Dawn Johnson 

678-225-7919               

clcga@bellsouth.net 

pxiedsted@aol.com 

 

Director of Music:  Diane Mulkey 

770-718-1582     

dianemulkey@bellsouth.net 

 

Youth Director:  Sarah Caruso 

сту-уср-тфмм  

clcyouthdirector@gmail.com 

 

Custodian:   Scottye Sisk 

770-617-2276 

 

 

           нлмс /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

Kat Hartman .éééééé..770-965-9759 

                        Kat_hartman@outlook.com 

 

John Travis (Treasurer)é..é.770-967-4178  

               johnatravis@outlook.com 

 

Eric Bowman ééééé.é770-614-0967 

                  richard.bowman75@gmail.com 

 

Alan Clark éééééé.é770-778-6423 

  aclark924@yahoo.com 

                         

Kalani Knight éééé...éé770-965-4801 

                         nanaatlanta@comcast.net 

 

Bob Falceyééééééé....770-967-1231 

        bjbfalcey@aol.com 

 

Toni Zavadilééééééé...770-287-7383 

       tjzavadil@gmail.com 

 

Ken Haydenéééééé...é770-503-0673 

               ken.hayden@charter.net 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
It is a new year. Really, we all know that January 1st is just an arbitrary date. 
There is nothing intrinsically significant about this particular day ð it is in 
reality the same as any other day. Years, months and days mark the passage 
of time. They are a way we order our lives to the rhythms and cycles of the 
world in which we live. 
 
It is a New Year! Traditionally we look to new opportunities. We make reso-
lutions. We want to make changes. We promise we will change. We talk and 
act as if it all depends upon us, our efforts and our good intentions ðthe 
strength of our resolve. We know, too well from experience, that change 
does not happen on its own or merely because of our good intentions. 
There is more. 
 
It is Godõs Year; Godõs Month; Godõs Week; Godõs Day; Godõs Hour; 
Godõs Minute; Godõs Second. The time we have and the time we mark are 
all gifts from God. Whether in the ordinary activities and tasks of our lives 
or in special moments we remember forever, we are living the gift of time 
which God gives to us and all people.  
 
The use of that time is our gift to God. What are the things you do in your 
stewardship of time that gives God glory and honor? How are you making a 
difference in Godõs world with the things you do, the tasks you undertake, 
and the time you use? It is Godõs time. 
 
As we move into the New Year, may God give you blessings and guidance 
in your life, in your faith and in your serving. 
 
In Godõs love,     Pastor Andy 
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Church Council President Notes 

 

Remember to designate Thrivent Choice Dollars:  
With Thrivent Choice®, you can recommend where some of Thrivent Financials charitable outreach funds go. Since 2010, more than 

$325 million has been distributed to churches and nonprofits nationwide.  Thrivent Choice dollars for the year 2016 must be designated to 

an organization of your choice by March 31, 2017.  Please remember to log into your Thrivent account, or call the Thrivent office (800-

847-4836) to designate any dollars you may have available. 

Eligibility requirements 
Members become eligible for Thrivent Choice based on insurance premiums; contract values and Thrivent volunteer leadership. Eligible 
members are designated Choice Dollars that they can direct to enrolled charities. 

Choosing a charitable organization 
There are thousands of participating organizations. You can direct Choice Dollars to as many participating organizations as you'd like, but 
you may not direct less than five Choice Dollars to an organization. Enrolled organizations must be: 

¶ A 501(c)(3) nonprofit or congregation that meets program. 

¶ Recommended by a benefit member. 

¶ Approved by a Thrivent Member Network or Thrivent chapter leadership board before being added to the online catalog 

Happy New Year ð Welcome 2017! 

Wow, I canõt believe a year has gone by so quickly.  I wish all of you the most of what is to 

come in 2017!   May your days be filled with blessings upon blessings.  My wish (or resolu-

tion if you like to call it that) is that I continue into 2017 and beyond with this most joyous 

Christmas Spirit.  It has been a truly wonderful Christmas season; such an outpouring of 

love, generosity and kindness.  I am going to strive to keep this going throughout the 

whole year, one day at a time.  I read somewhere that òthis is the first day of a 365 day sto-

ryéé.make it a good oneó.  And I intend toé 

Blessings of the New Year! - Kat 

 

Congregation Meeting:  Feb 5, 2017  
Please join us on Sunday Feb 5th at 10:00 am for our Annual Congregational 

Meeting.  We will have the 2016 annual reports available, and we will be discuss-

ing upcoming activities for 2017 (Specifically our expansion project).  All mem-

bers are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Kat Hartman, President 

tel:+18008474836
tel:+18008474836
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Thrivent Sunday:  Jan 22, 2017  
So, what is Thrivent? Thrivent is a Financial Service provider for Christians.  It was formed as a merger of 

Lutheran Brotherhood, and AAL, both Lutheran organizations.  Thrivent is now a fraternity for all Chris-

tians.  When it comes to financial services providers, you have plenty of choices. But while others see mon-

ey as a goal, we see it as a tool ï for serving God, your family and your community.  

 
Our mission statement guides us in all we do.  
 
We are a membership organization of Christians, and our members are our owners. 
 
Our purpose is to serve our members and society by guiding both to be wise with money and live generously.  
 
We believe that all we have is a gift from God and that generosity is an expression of faith. 
 
We succeed when our members, their families and their communities thrive 
 
Sunday Jan 22 will be designated Thrivent Sunday.  We will have a presentation between services in Fellow-

ship Hall to learn about Thrivent Action Teams and how we can utilize funding to benefit organizations and/or 

cause.   Our Action cause for that week is the on-going  recovery efforts in the Gatlinburg, TN area.  In late 

Nov of this year, a fire ravaged through this area of TN.  At least three people were killed, and it scorched hun-

dreds of homes and businesses, sending more than 14,000 fleeing from the resort towns of Gatlinburg and Pi-

geon Forge.  Cash donations continue to be the most pressing need now to support infrastructure and to 

equip volunteers to respond in whatever ways are most needed.  You will have the opportunity on Thrivent 

Sunday to participate in a special offering to be sent to the Southeast Synod Disaster Response for the recovery 

effort of this area of the United States.   

 

On Thrivent Sunday, we will also learn about:  
Thrivent Financial overview 
Thrivent ABCõs (Action Teams, Builds, Choice Dollars) 
Support to Christ Lutheran through Choice Dollars and Action Teams 
Deeper dive into Action Teams to support your outreach and other ministries 
Financial Representative support ð Pat DeLuca (Cumming), Jeff Huenniger (Lawrenceville), and Lisa 

Wetherton (Gainesville) 

 

I urge all congregational members to attend this informative session between services.   

 

(We will be providing catered refreshments between services). 
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If you've read this column before, you know I've been "preaching" 

about online giving.   This is because many of us believe it's good now 

and in the future.   This month I'll show you how to sign up.   It's free 

if you use your checking account and an additional 3% with a credit 

or debit card. 

 

 

Here is the main screen at our Secure Online Giving website.   

 

You can reach our online service from our church website (www.clcga.com) and click-

ing the Secure Online Giving button.  Most of us use our checking account as we've 

been doing for years, but it's our choice.  You will receive an email reminder when 

your donation is processed so you can update your records.  You only need to specify 

your donations once.  Most give either Weekly or Monthly and rarely need to make a 

change.  But you can still Log In later to look at your giving report or make changes. 
 

Regards...John Travis, Treasurer 

Create your
profile the first
time.  It identifies
you and your 
email.

Use this after setting
up your profle.

Ent er  Donat ion

amount s her e

Create Your Online Profile

Create Profile

Log In

Email Address:

Password:

Log In 

Forgot your Email or Password?

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

General Ministries:

Building Fund:

Mortgage Reduction:

Other:

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Food Pantry Local:

Adult Forum:

Op. Christmas Child:

Pastor Discret ionary Fd:

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Nuture Fund:

Youth Fund:

Flower Fund:

Staff Gift Fund:

Altar Flowers, Poinsett ias, Lillies

If  you've already created a profile, please

'Log In" on  the right, otherwise contine.

Donation Frequency:

Donation Start Date:     12/ 25/ 16

Choose One 

0.00

Donations 

Special or Seasonal:

Donations:

Total:

Enter your giving
frequency and
start date

John Travis, Treasurer 

http://www.clcga.com/
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Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Worship Committeeð Worship at CLC 

Edna Jackson, Outreach 

The Church Season of  Epiphany 
          The Epiphany season, which begins on Epiphany Day, January 6, varies in length depending on the date 

set for Easter. It lasts until Septuagesima Sunday, 64 days before Easter. With the exception of Easter, it is the 

oldest season of the church year. In the early church, it was a time when new converts were admitted to the 

church after a period of preparation. 

          Like several other Christian seasons, Epiphany was appropriated by the church from a pagan festival. As 

early as 1996 B.C., the Egyptians celebrated the winter solstice (which then occurred on January 6) with a trib-

ute to Aeon, the Virgin. At first, Epiphany was a celebration of both the birth and baptism of Jesus. After 

Christmas became a separate season, Epiphany became an observance of Jesus' baptism in the Eastern church 

and of the visit of the Magi in the Western church. 

         "Epiphany" means "to be made manifest," and Epiphany observances emphasize the manifestation of Je-

sus as "Light to the Gentiles" and the "Glory of Israel" to Simeon when Jesus was presented at the temple, the 

manifestation of Jesus as God's beloved Son at His baptism, and the manifestation of Jesus to the whole world 

as represented by the Wise Men of the East.  

          The season of Epiphany this year will last until the beginning of the season of Lent which begins with 

Ash Wednesday on March 1st. 

"Jimmy Ngabire and David Gakunzi loving their wheels, your Christmas gift. Chris 
Muhumure is in drivinş school ,your Christmas gift, and really needs YOU to help 
him drive the family car. 

Hooks And Needles Doing Service (HANDS) will meet on  

   January 16 & 30, 2017.   

All levels of knitters and those interested in learning, are welcome to join us!  We 

make care blankets for those in need of comfort and support. 
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2017 NEW YEARõS INVITATIONé..Drop by the Adult Forum in 

classroom #1, Sunday mornings at 9:45 between the Services.  Itõs a conver-

sation discussion study that is different! Bring your coffee.  Come, Join us!  

We talk about current news items from the headlines or below the 
headlines and how they tie into life and Scripture readings.                 
We welcome diverse viewpoints. 
 
We seek to discover where our Living God meets our modern world.  

To guide discussion we use www.thewiredword.com or ELCA Faith Lens. The participating writ-

ers are pastors and lay leaders from around the country with supporting video clips.  We also have 

guest leaders like Dr. Hank Lewis and Pastor Mike Freeman. 

Here are a few recent topics: 
 

Hope in the Waiting 
Standing Rock Sioux protest Dakota Access Pipeline 
Will there be Chaos or Acceptance Following the Election? 
Our Democratic process is not fire bombing 
High Rx costs for EpiPen 
Shimon Perez death ð Israelõs history 
Colin Kaepernick, kneeling during National Anthem 

 
Sharon Stevens and Bill Wonnacott are discussion leaders. 

Thank You to all who participated in doing the readings 
during the past year. 

 
I am looking for more readers during the 8:30 service for 
2017.  If  you are interested in reading during service, please 
contact Sharon Stevens at srsstoddart@windstream.net. 

 

Pastor Andyõs Sermons on You Tube 

Hear Pastorõs message é.Or hear him againé On You Tube! 

If you miss a Sunday service, but would still like to hear Pastor Andyõs message, you may copy the link below and 

look for the current weekõs message. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtce6v7EqlkMumscvMKRs8g 

http://www.thewiredword.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtce6v7EqlkMumscvMKRs8g
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Mortgage Reduction Status Update 
 

Our stated goal for 2016 Mortgage Reduction was to end the year with a balance of $50,000.  
Members were asked to donate extra funds designated for ñMortgage Reductionò.  These monies 
would be used to make extra principal payments each month. 

 

The results are in and the goal has been achieved and exceeded!  We ended the 2016 year with a 
Mortgage Balance of $45,076.  By meeting our goal, we should be very confident that our contin-
ued efforts to pay down our mortgage will get us to a $0 balance soon.  

 

Letôs set our new goal to have a mortgage payoff celebration in October 2017. 

CLC Mortgage Payoff
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Ken Hayden for the finance committee. 
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Kay Knight, Nurture 

Question What are the characteristics of a nurturing person? ... Are you a nurturing person? 

    

Answer A nurturing person allows "growth"... mentally, emotionally, spiritually. He/she 
prunes "useless" behavior. He/she "cultivates" the land of his /her love and 
care. He/she "shelters" their flowers and fruits of hope in his greenhouse of 
strength in times of destructive storms... é 
  
Look for someone that might need a hug or a friendly smile let us all nurture 
each other for a great start for the new year. 

NUTURE  

WELCA  at Christ Lutheran  welcomes all women of  the church to come to our 

monthly meeting every 2nd Monday of  the month at 9:45 at the church for fellowship 

& brunch, short business meeting and devotion.  Our first meeting for  2017 is Janu-

ary 9th!  Hope to see you there. 

  Come meet and greet our new President,  Phyllis Solgere.  

THANK YOU Ginger Huddleston for your faithful service as president for so many 

years . 

Women of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran Church Association 
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Happy Birthday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/1 Ray Huddleston 

1/1 Elaine Key 

1/3 Diane Bohn 

1/12 Jeanne Lewis 

1/13 Laura Shaw 

1/13 Ricky Simpson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/17 John & Gerry Travis 

1/23 Richard & Diane Morhard 

1/15 Edna Jackson 

1/15 Everett King 

1/17 Richard Morhard 

1/17 Mary Ringer 

1/27 Jeff  Winiesdorffer 

1/30 Mark Lewis 


