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     As we head into September, let me first say 
“Thank You” to my brothers and sisters in Christ at 
Christ Lutheran for a wonderful August.  The celebra-
tion of my 20th anniversary of ordination on August 7 
was very touching for myself, my parents and my 
whole family.  The special music, your sentiments, the 
food at the pot-luck and gift of the red stole were per-
fect!  I can’t wait for Reformation Sunday (October 
30) when I can wear it!  I thank God for each of you 

and for our partnership in ministry. 
     Thank you also for all the cards, phone calls, text messages, food and pray-
ers while I spent several weeks recovering from surgery. Not being the most 
patient person in the world, allowing my body to recover has been frustrating 
at times in that I want to move along faster than my body seems to want.  
Your care and concern have been very much appreciated and have played a 
large role in my recovery thus far.  
     While I was at home convalescing, I had lunch with a church member who 
shared his frustrations with health. He said he recently gathered with his 
friends and for an hour they took turns sharing their medical dilemmas. One 
person had lost a grandchild, another was battling cancer, another was in ther-
apy, and one was still looking for answers. Not only could they all share a 
scary situation, for the course of their time together that’s all they shared. 
     When I hear stories like this I can’t help but think of II Corinthians 4:7, 
“But we have this treasure in clay jars…” We are like clay. We break when we fall. 
We fade and wear over time. The more we live, the more we pick up chips 
and cracks. Our bodies, as durable as they seem, can at times be very fragile. It 
isn’t just the aged who deal with our delicateness. We are all  constantly re-
minded of how much like clay we can be. 
     “But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it might be made clear that this extraor-
dinary power comes from God and not from us.” II Cor. 4:7 
     In, with and in spite of your fragileness, God is up to something in you. 
Despite our tendency to break and wear, God has poured love and grace into 
us. Regardless of the fact that we live in a chaotic world where everything 
tends to crash into one another, God has chosen to breathe his life-giving 
Spirit into our lungs. While we may be constantly reminded of our health situ-
ations (whatever they may be), the Apostle reminds us that we also have a 
LIFE situation. And he continues calling all those who seem burdened by ill-
ness and pain: 

“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

persecuted, but not forsaken; 
                                         truck down, but not destroyed.”    II Cor. 4:8-9 
     Continued on page 2 
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Church Council President Notes 

Getting to know each other better 

I have been thinking a lot about what we hear every Sunday morning about bearing one 

another’s burdens, and sharing one another’s joy.  So often we go about our day to day 

life without a thought (not necessarily on purpose) about anyone but ourselves.  Do we 

really know one another?  How often, when someone asks “how are you?” do you simply 

say, fine.  When in all reality you are far from “fine”, but don’t feel you can share your 

burdens with others?  How often do you feel that you are perceived as “strong” so you 

cannot show weakness to others by sharing that burden?   

 

As we heard in our message from Pastor Julie a few weeks ago, we are all bent and broken in some way, and we come 

here to church to lift our spirits and share in the Love of God with others.  So this of all places should be the “safe 

place” to share your burdens.  But first, we really need to get to know one another, right? 

We are creatures of habit, we humans are.  We like our structured lives (some like more structure than others, but hey 

that’s OK too!).  We often come to church and sit in the same seat we always do, next to the same people we always sit 

next to.  Do you truly know that person you sit next to?   

This past summer, I visited a congregation in New Jersey and the first order of business in the service was a time to in-

troduce yourself to those around you.  I thought this was a bit odd, but the more I thought about it, the more it makes 

sense.  You never know what that other person is going through in their life, and your smile or just your “hello, my 

name is” could make their day and be a blessing to them.  There are people in our midst that smile as if they have not a 

care in the world, but in reality, they are hurt and broken just like you or I. We are all here to praise God, but there are 

underlying areas in our life that I think we might want to work on, and what better place to be, in the midst of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Really think about how to answer that question of “how are you today”, and also think about truly listening to others as 

they share their stories with you.  Let’s work on getting to know each other more.   

Whose blessing will you be? 

Blessings to you all! – Kat Hartman 

Kat Hartman, President 

Continued from page 1 

 
Our God – the ultimate potter – who formed us from dust, who breathed life into our lungs, will continue to re-
fashion and re-form us. And even at the end, when our bodies ultimately break, our God will be there to collect 
his treasure and remake his clay jar. We call this resurrection. 
     For those who are afflicted – you will not be crushed by what you are going through. For those who are per-
plexed – this will not drive you to despair. 
     For those who are persecuted – you are not forgotten. 
     For those who are struck down – you will not be destroyed. 
     For those who feel like life is just one health situation after another – 
 
     You are God’s treasure. 
     Pastor Andy 
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Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Worship Committee– Worship at CLC 

Mackie Brown, VP   

Worship 

SEPTEMBER PANTRY DATES: 
9/1 10-12 

9/8 10-12 pm 
9/12 3-5 pm 

9/17 10-12 pm 
9/22 10-12 pm 
9/29 10-12 pm 

 

Know, Grow, Live, and Share the Love of God that is Christ Jesus 
That is the purpose statement we hold dear at Christ Lutheran Church.  What better way to profess our faith 
than by volunteering for the Family Promise ministry right here in our facility? 
 
This ministry is to help homeless children and their families. Currently, there are 10 congregations sharing in 
this ministry.  We need your help to host and be a blessing to the families who will be staying with us for 2 
weeks, beginning September 18 through October 2.  Make it a family to family time! 
There are 3 families: 4 adults and children ages: 11,8,5,2,1 and 3 months. 
 
Ways to volunteer to share the Love of God: 
 Cook and/or host dinner for a night. One guest is a vegetarian.  A must is to check with others who have 

signed up same night to share the duties.  Check your directory email address so you can be contacted.  
Our families love the home cooked meals!  They get ideas of how to prepare on their own. 

 Overnight hosts– leave by 7:00 am 
 Laundry– sheets, blankets and towels at the end of our time, returned by next rotation. 
 Set-up and Break down help.  Sunday afternoon 9/18 to prepare bedrooms.  Sunday morning 10/2 to put 

classrooms back in order. 
 
Refugee family update:  Imamaculee with little English, gave a thumbs up!!  Clement said, “So many wonder-
ful people.”  They enjoyed worshipping here with our church family on Sunday, August 28th!  Thank you to 
everyone for making them feel welcome! 
 
Ephesians 2: 10  He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the good work he has 
gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be doing. 

Edna Jackson, Outreach 

Good News at 

Noon 

September 14 

 As members of Christ Lutheran, you really came together.  It was such a 
blessing to see 133 in the worship service on Sunday August 7th for the 
Twentieth anniversary of Pastor Andy's ordination.  Thank you, it really 
meant a lot to him.    
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Know, Grow, Live and Share the Love of God that is Christ Jesus 

This is the purpose statement we hold dear at Christ Lutheran Church.  What better way to profess our faith than by 

volunteering for the Family Promise ministry right here in our facility? 

Family Promise of Hall County will be back with us the weeks of Sept 18th through Oct 2nd  (yes, a two week stay with 

us).  This ministry is to assist homeless children and their families.  Currently, we have 10 congregations sharing in this 

ministry, and it happens that the week after our rotation is vacant (no host congregation for that week) – So, the faithful 

and Christ-like thing to do is to continue to host these families right here, so we need your help to make this opportuni-

ty a blessing to the families that will be staying with us.  

 It would not be very Christ-like to say – let’s wait and see if another congregation steps up to host this vacant week. It’s 

like saying “let’s wait and see who else will do X, so I might not have to”.  The Holy Spirit is living among us, and as we 

know, there are a couple of signs that you know he’s at work:  1 – the “thing” that are looking at doing is “hard, (out of 

your comfort zone)”, 2 – the “thing” that you are looking at doing will help others, 3 – the “thing” you are looking at do-

ing makes you scared, or nervous because you don’t think you can handle it.   If the answer to these points is YES, then 

the “thing” you are looking at doing is in fact what the Holy Spirit is calling you to do. The Holy Spirit is calling us to host 

these families for an extended stay. 

In the program currently (mind you, this can change at any moment) are 3 families for a total of 10 people.  4 adults, 

and the children ages are:  11,8,5,2 1 and 3 mos.  What a great opportunity to volunteer time with your family. 

There are a number of ways in which to volunteer to share the Love of God during this time.  We will need dinners for 

all nights (one guest family is vegetarian).  If you do sign up to cook or host a dinner, please get in touch with any other 

people that may have signed up for the same night, so you can share the duties.  It’s always a good thing to have too 

much food than not enough.  Our families love the Home Cooked meals they receive, and it also gives them ideas of 

things to prepare once they are out on their own.  I will try to send out a note at the start of the week with the number 

of guests we will have and their ages, so please be sure your e-mail address and phone number is correct in the directo-

ry.   

Other opportunities to volunteer for the week are: 

Overnight hosts – we need 2 people each night to spend the night (you are out by 7:00 am, so you can attend to your 

daily activities). 

Laundry – at the end of our time, we have sheets, blankets and towels that will need to be laundered and returned at 

some point before the next time we host.  

Set-up & Break-Down help - The Sunday afternoon of arrival, we will need some help in preparing the bedrooms for our 

guests, and the Sunday morning of departure, we will need some help in putting the classrooms back in order.  Many 

hands make light work. 

I pray that the congregation of Christ Lutheran again reaches out again for  this opportunity to Know, Grow, Live and 

Share the Love of God that is Christ Jesus! 

 

Thanks so much – yours in Peace! – Kat Hartman 

Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 
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MAKE IT A  
 

  

 

Secure Online Giving provides a great opportunity for both YOU and CLC. 
 
You access our Secure Online Giving service thru our church website, www.clcga.org. 
Just go to our website and click on the button for online giving.  This will take you to our CLC service.  From 
this point on, you are working in a secure part of the Internet. 
 
It's just 3 easy steps: 
1 - Enter your donation, frequency and start date.  
2 - Enter your profile just the first time, or enter your Email & Password. 
3 - Receive a Thank You email confirmation each time the donation is processed. 
 
To enter your donation, you select the categories and amounts.  For example you may decide on General 
Ministries and Mortgage Reduction. You can pick 1 category or split your donation over several.   The most 
common ones are listed to make your selection easy.  Next you enter your donation frequency (One Time, 
Weekly or Monthly) and the Start Date (Use a weekday, Monday – Friday).  
 
If this is your first time, you will build your profile.  You will enter your Name, Address, Email and optionally 
your Phone Number. You decide on using your Checking account or your Credit or Debit card.  So have either 
a check or your card handy to enter this information.  The website is secure is one of the reasons we picked 
it. You enter your profile just once. Your profile is sent to Dawn so she can make sure you get proper credit 
for all donations. 
 
After you’ve entered your profile and payment method, you can enter a password to simplify using this sys-
tem in the future.  You would just enter your email address and password.  With the password, you can also 
print a history report of your donations. 
 
Once your payment is processed, a THANK YOU  is sent which also 
reminds you to deduct the payment.   
As I've mentioned before, both Pastor's wife and your Treasurer's wife use this 
system. We do a weekly donation from our checking account. 
 
At this writing I am out of town for 3 consecutive Sundays but our donation will 
be on time.  We Win because it's easy for us, even when we are away, and our 
Church WINS because it receives our donation, on time to pay the bills.  Please 
Join  us!          
 

John Travis, Treasurer 

http://www.clcga.org/
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NURTURE …….  
To care for and encourage     

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any  suggestions or ideas as to what you, the members, 

would like to do for either family night and/or adult get togethers to get to 

know each other from both services?  Call, text, or see me at church …

 Thanks, 

 Kalani “KAY” Knight  

Kay Knight, Nurture 

Women of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran Church Association 
Ladies, please come and share fellowship at our monthly meeting which will 

be September 12th at 9:45 am in the fellowship hall at church.  We start 

off  with a delicious brunch, followed by a short business meeting, and end-

ing with a meaningful devotion led by Edna Jackson.  September hostesses 

are Elaine Key & Ree Rayle. Hope to see you there!  
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  9/5 Julie Ehlers-King 

9/5 Ethan King 

9/5 Karen Legg 

9/6 Don Finfrock 

9/7 Mary Moore 

9/8 Hank Lewis 

9/11 Jack Slough 

 

 

9/13 Arnie McCleese 

9/19 Janet Meyers 

9/21 John Travis 

9/21 Jeff  Freeman 

9/24 Ken Lightfoot 

9/28 Russ Goodwin 

9/30 Jim Joninas 

Happy Anniversary 

9/3 Butch & Marcey Dyer 

9/11 Ken & Signy Uyl 

9/14 Don & Carol Woosley 

9/18 Terry & Cindy Schmidt 

9/22 Joel & Melinda Parmer 

9/24 Ken & Sondra Lightfoot 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are in need of  COUNTER volunteers.  Our list of  current 

volunteers has gotten smaller and we could really use at least 6 

more people to help us with rotations.  We will train you how to 

do this simple job.  If  you are interested, please see Dawn in office 

or Pastor Andy for more information.  You may also sign up on 

the clipboard in the narthex.  Thanks so much! 



Page #8 Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             September,  2016  

September  

 News 

BESTIE/BUDDY BASH 

      

When: Wednesday September 8th, 2016 

 Where: Christ Lutheran Church 

 Time: 6-8pm 

      Who: You and your friends (ALL AGES) 

Join us for our youth group kick off and bring a friend! This event will kick off our every other 

Wednesday youth groups. We will have a cookout along with lots of games, fellowship and fun! 

You don’t want to miss this!!!!!! For more information or invites for your guests please see Sa-

rah Caruso. 

September Wednesday Youth Groups 
Relentless (Teen Hangout) 

9/12  6-8pm  

9/26  6-8pm   

 *Dinner will be served every Wednesday 

KIDS Worship Volunteer Schedule: 
September- 11th Janet Cboski 

18th Dixie Bryson 

25th Emma Seibert 

 

Please see Sarah Caruso to update allergy and address 

forms. This is required for EVERY child at Christ 

 Lutheran Church. 

Kids Night 

9/5  6-7:30 

9/19  6-7:30  

   October- 2nd Julie King 

9th Karen Legg 

16th Skylar Truelove 

23rd Dawn Seibert 

30th Janet Cboski 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

3 

 

4 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am   Worship           
1PM Spanish speaking  
Worship 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Closed 

8pm AA 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

10 am Bible Study 

6-8 pm Youth Bash 

 

 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

 

 

8 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

    

9 

 

 

 

 

8pmAA 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

8:30am  Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am Worship  w/kid’s 
worship          

1PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

12 

9:45 AM WELCA 

3-5 pm CLC staffs 
South Hall Food 
Pantry 

6:30 pm Church 
Council 

  

 

 

   8pm AA 

                   

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

10 am Bible Study 

12 noon Good News 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

15 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

17 

 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

Hunger Relief Sunday 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11 am Worship w/ 
Kid’s worship 

1 PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

3 pm Family Promise 
set-up 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

20 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

 

 

 

21 

10 am Bible Study 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

Family Promise 

 

 

22 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

12 noon Potluck 

 

Family Promise 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

25 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship              
w/Kid’s Worship 

1PM Spanish speaking 
Worship 

Family Promise 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

 

28 

 

10 am Bible Study 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

 

 

Family Promise 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

 

Christ Lutheran Church                    2016 
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READERS 
 
9/4 - Diana Stroup 

9/11 - Mindy Ellis 

9/18 - Kay Knight 

9/25 - Edna Jackson 

 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

9/4 Kay &Steve Knight 

9/11 Sue & Jim Joninas 

9/18 Edna Jackson 

9/25 Gerry & John Travis 

COMMUNION BREAD 

9/4 Steve Knight 

9/11 Ginger Huddleston 

9/18 Diane Bohn 

9/25 Gerry Travis 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

9/4 Edna Jackson 

9/11 Jim Trimboli 

9/18 Alan Clark 

9/25 Kay Knight 

 

USHERS  

9/4 Dale Osterloh & Terry Schmidt 

9/11 Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas 

9/18 Ginny Huseby & Gerry Travis 

9/25 Hugo Kollmer & Jim Ellis 

 
 

Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for September 

8:30 am Worship Service  

READERS   

9/4 - Karen Legg 

9/11 - Carol Woosley 

9/18 - Sharon Stevens 

9/25 - Mackie Brown 
 
 

KIDS WORSHIP 

9/4 no kids worship 

9/11 Janet Cboski 

9/18 Dixie Bryson 

9/25 Emma Seibert 

 

Acolyte 

9/4 - Nicholas Patten 

9/11 - Ricky Simpson 

9/18 - Ella Patten 

9/25  

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

9/4 Sandy Fuller 

9/11 Don Woosley 

9/18  Karin Bowman 

9/25 Jenny Goodwin 
  

USHERS 

9/4 Vicki & Mark Lewis 

9/11 David Tate & Bill Kangas 

9/18 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl 

9/25 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTERS 

9/4 Jan & Dane Clark 

9/11 Dawn Seibert & Janel Brooks 

9/18 Jeff Winiesdorffer & Marilyn Johnson 

9/25 Carol Woosley & ? 

 

 ALTAR GUILD 

9/4 Elaine Key 

9/11 Karen Legg 

9/18 Denise Simpson 

9/25 Marie Umberger 

 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

9/4 Janet Goetz & Lowell Lampe 

9/11 Lynn Thomas & Marie Umberger  

9/18 Nancy Garland & Jeanne Lewis 

9/25 Denise & Heather Simpson 

11:00 am Worship Service 


