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3612 Old Oakwood Road, Oakwood, GA 30566
Website: www.clcga.org
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Phone: 770-535-9938
Office E-mail: clcga@bellsouth.net
Office Hours : 9 am—1PM Monday thru Thursday

CLC STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Seibert
770-403-1194
clcgapastor@bellsouth.net

Iglesia Luterana de Cristo:
Pastor Alberto Sifontes
770-965-5027
asifontesr@hotmail.com
Office Administrator:
678-225-7919
clcga@bellsouth.net
pxiedsted@aol.com

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a

time to die, a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted.”

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)
Dawn Johnson

Youth Director: Sarah Caruso

678-865-7911
clcyouthdirector@gmail.com
Director of Music: Diane Mulkey
770-718-1582
dianemulkey@bellsouth.net
Custodian: Scottye Sisk
770-617-2276

2015 Church Council
Alan Overcash (President)…770-757-9356
alan@overcash.us
John Travis (Treasurer)…….770-967-4178
johnatravis@outlook.com

One of the things I love about summer is fresh vegetables. Our own modest
garden has produced a good supply of zucchini, pole beans, tomatoes, and peppers. It
is the time to pluck up what is planted.
We plant seeds in our faith life we hope will blossom and be fruitful. Babies
are baptized with the promise that they will come to know their heavenly Father and
worship God in a wonder-filled relationship. Couples are married with the hope they
will take their vows seriously and share a faith that guides them ‘til death do they part,
for better and for worse. At the end of life we proclaim, “In the sure and certain
hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ…”, as the time
to die acknowledges the power of God’s love.
In his book, “Traveling Light,” Eugene H. Peterson states: “The person…who
looks for quick results in the seed of planting of well-doing will be disappointed. If
you want potatoes for dinner tomorrow, it will do me little good to go out and plant
potatoes in the garden tonight. There are long stretches of darkness and invisibility
and silence that separates planting and reaping. During the stretches of waiting there
is cultivating and weeding and nurturing and planting still other seeds.”
The church continues cultivating and weeding and nurturing and planting. We
are travelers on a journey of life. Our faith guides us, and we are called to be fruitful. But some of us live our lives as if the check engine light is on and we ignore the
overload that causes it until we have to shut down as the means to cope.

Kat Hartman ………….…….770-965-9759
Kat_hartman@outlook.com

We offer an alternative - an attitude of gratitude. Faith declares that God is the
source of all life, and Jesus came that we might have life, and have it abundantly. Studies suggest that being grateful for three things each evening will change your
internal chemistry. Soli Deo Gloria means “To God alone be the glory!” Our lives of
faith reflect the opportunity to let God be God. Grow in God’s love. We love because God first loved us. We can be generous with all of life’s abundant resources
because the God who provides zucchini, beans, tomatoes, and peppers does the same
with us.

Mackie Brown……………….770-536-3210
brownmd@charter.net

Christ Lutheran’s mission and ministry is to Know, Grow, Live and Share
God’s love. This only happens when the gifts people offer of time, talent, and treasure reflect an attitude of gratitude for all that God has done.

Eric Bowman (V-P)………….770-614-0967
richard.bowman75@gmail.com
Edna Jackson………………..918-747-9624
ednahp@att.net

Terry Schmidt……………….770-329-0500
Terry.schmidt@gmail.com
Kalani Knight…………..……770-965-4801
nanaatlanta@comcast.net

I look forward to growing with you as God’s people who gather at Christ Lutheran. Our challenge is to look forward with joy and certainty rather than fear the
future. For God so loved the world that God gave…it cost God his only Son. Living
in the shadow of the cross, we too can, and must, give back to God with a generous
understanding of the fruit that is being plucked up in our lives.
Soli Deo Gloria,

Pastor Andy Seibert
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Outreach
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and
community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves.

Family Promise Thanks so much everyone for your continued support for this ministry. It is such a meaningful endeavor. If you have not yet been a part of this, and would like some information, please talk to me
or anyone that has volunteered. How great is it to do mission work right here in our own facility!
Our next hosing week will be Oct 25 – Nov 1 – I look forward to seeing you here.
In just over a week, our first family will move into the newly renovated #TerraceStreetHouse.
Because of your faithful giving and service, this property is going to make a beautiful home for this
single mom and her son. If you're looking for a practical way to engage in this exciting new project,
we encourage you to consider sponsor a room in this affordable house. All the info can be found at
the link below.
http://www.familypromisehall.org/terrace-street-house.html
There is also lot’s of activity specific to Affordable Housing for Family Promise families, and a brand
new “After Care” program for the families to continue on with learning about: budgets, credit, selfmotivation, parenting, healthy lifestyle, good tenancy (how to be a good tenant), and job performance. If you would like information on any of this, please let me know - they are always looking
for people to help facilitate these classes, or work service projects at the Affordable Housing units.
South Hall Food Pantry
We are returning to the third Sunday of the month Hunger Relief Sunday. 100% of the offereings
received for this effort goes to local hunger needs. Envelopes will be provided in the pews on the
Hunger Relief Sundays.
Thank you all so much for your continued support of this ministry!

Are You a Thrivent Member?
Find out about how you can help a cause that is your passion:
POSITIVE CHANGE BEGINS WITH YOUR GENEROSITY.
Discover how Thrivent Action Teams can help you do more with the gifts God has given you.
To see a short video about this program, please see:
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS:
It starts with an idea powered by your passion. Bring a team together to make an immediate impact
on a cause you care about. We'll help get you started. It's easy!
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Outreach
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and
community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves.

How it works
Think about an unmet need in your community and how you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer
team in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90
days. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit, including:
 Promotional banner.
 Invitations and thank-you cards.
 Thrivent Action Team T-shirts.
A $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed money to purchase project supplies and
create promotional materials.
How often am I eligible?
All Thrivent members are eligible to lead a Thrivent Action Team. However, the number of teams
each member can lead per year depends on his or her membership type. Benefit members are eligible to lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year, and associate members are eligible to lead
one per calendar year (maximum of three).
Things to keep in mind
Involve others
Bring together a volunteer team of friends, family and people in your community to have a bigger impact. It's not a gift or a grant. It's seed money, and it's an investment to help get your project started
or gain awareness for your cause, rather than directly giving the money to (granting) or purchasing
items for (gifting) your cause.
One action team, one project
Multiple members cannot apply to receive a Thrivent Action Kit to be used toward the exact same
project.
Report your success
Share your stories, photos and volunteer team info with us after your event – this must be completed
before applying to lead your next Thrivent Action Team.
Want more info? Please ask me. Kat 770-965-9759 (kat_hartman@outlook.com)
Thanks so much – Yours in Peace !
Kat Hartman

Adult Choir
The invitation is always open to join the choir at Christ Lutheran. Fall is a great time to begin as we prepare the Christmas cantata and start the church year. We are looking for more members for our choir family. You can join by attending rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Please join us and make a joyful noise!
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WELCA
Ladies of Christ Lutheran...Don’t forget WELCA meets 2nd Monday of the month at 9:45 am at the church.
The next meeting is September 14th. Jill Meehan and Nancy Garland will serve as hostesses and Diane Mulkey
will lead the devotion. Come enjoy the fellowship!
All the law is fulfilled in one word… “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:14

Generous Generosity
Genesis 8:22 "While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And
day and night Shall not cease."
Greetings from the land of plentiful grace! As fall approaches we are reminded of the many blessings provided to
us through the harvest that God graces us with this time of year. A harvest that not just contains a plentiful food
supply but also all of the blessings that sustain us physically and spiritually. Our abundance may be in the form of
talents, time and riches. The seeds we sow in faith are grown to abundance. While we reap what we have sown
and become blessed with, we shall be anxious to share in its abundance. Here at Christ Lutheran the sharing of
our abundance is evident everyday! I pray that our harvest continues to fill us with abundant blessings!
Terry Schmidt

Fall Clean-up
It is time to do our normal maintenance at the church again. Please plan to join
us on

Saturday, September 19th from
10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Projects include:
Adding pine straw to parking lot island
Trim trees and bushes
Clean gutters
Move contents of our old sheds into our new storage building
Remove our old storage buildings
Clean inside church
If you can help, please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Thank you,
Alan

Page #5

Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA



Newsletter

 The Vine

September, 2015

Summary of July 13, 2015 Council Meeting
The council continued their discussion from last meeting to brainstorm ideas on how to use the $22,000 gift
from St. James Lutheran Church to best further our mission. We agreed that it was most important to understand how the congregation thought this could be accomplished. We will ask for ideas through a note in the September Vine.
Our need for more volunteers to help usher, count donations, help with fellowship after services, and help with
Sunday School is growing. We will ask the congregation to sign up for one or more of these positions at an upcoming service.
The new shed is being furnished with shelves and organizer boxes. We expect this work to be complete soon.
We will move materials into it and disassemble and remove the old storage buildings in September at our next
work day.
We are working to find a company to create a new website for our church that will be easier to keep current and
more informative to visitors. If anyone knows of a qualified company that we can hire to do this work, please
contact Dawn Johnson.
Recommendations from the internal and external audits of our 2014 finances are being evaluated and implemented.
Several people have agreed to serve on the council through 2016 to fill Joe Vinson’s position. We will select a
person at the next council meeting.
Bobby Falcey is working on his Eagle Scout project to build two sets of seats and tables for the playground. He
has received all the necessary Scout approvals and will begin working on them in August.
The next council meeting will be held Monday, August 17, 2015. These meetings are open to all members of the
congregation.

More Church Council News on page 6

Thank You

Thank you for volunteering your time to support our church functions through the sign-up sheet we circulated at
the August 9th services!
As a result, we have 9 new counters, 16 new ushers, 5 additional people responsible for the 11 am Coffee Fellowship , and 7 new people helping with Kid’s Worship. Thank you to everyone who re-committed to volunteering
as well! We have a total of 20 counters, 31 ushers, 20 coffee fellowship and 11 kid’s worship volunteers.
Your support in these areas makes the work much lighter for everyone. Your commitment of time is appreciated.
Alan Overcash
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We are pleased to welcome Edna Jackson to the church council. She will take Joe Vinson’s seat for the remainder of 2015 and 2016. Please take a moment to thank her for agreeing to serve and give her your support!
Do you remember the $22,000 gift we recently received from St. James Lutheran Church? We want your ideas
on how we can best spend it to further our mission of Knowing, Growing, Living and Sharing the Love of
God that is Christ Jesus. If you have suggestions about which you are passionate, please share them with any
council member or give them to Dawn Johnson.
It has been the policy of our church council for as long as I can remember that we will always keep any funds
that we do not need in the near future in a safe account where it will not lose value. To accomplish this objective
we have kept most funds in savings and checking accounts which have, in the past five – ten years kept our principal safe but have not grown. The exception has been that we have invested a portion of our building fund in a
certificate of deposit that pays two percent per year.
We are reviewing this policy with the idea that if we did put some funds in investments that grew, we could use
the additional income to support more missions. We are considering moving some of our funds that we do not
expect to need in the near future into investments that traditionally grow at least at the rate of inflation. Two
examples are the S&P 500 index fund and an ELCA fund. Both of these, in the short term, may lose money but
in the long-term (five years) have grown at annual rates of 13 and 10 percent respectively.
The question is – are you comfortable with moving some of our funds from accounts that have virtually no risk
of loss of principal but virtually no growth possibility into funds that have more risk of loss of principal but a
higher chance of growth? If you have an opinion on this, please send me an e-mail (alan@overcash.us) or contact a member of the council and let us know what you think.
Thank you,
Alan Overcash

Oktoberfest– October 3, 2015
Save the Date! October 3 will be our Oktoberfest celebration here at Christ Lutheran
Church. We are currently forming a team for those interested in helping with this event.
If you are interested or would like more info, please contact Pastor Andy at 770-5359938 or Joe Vinson - Cell: 770-519-7677.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast returns in September
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will resume in September at 6:30 am on Wednesday mornings.
The first breakfast will be on Wednesday, September 2. All men are welcome to join us
for breakfast and prayer! Hope to see you then!
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CLC Youth News
September
KIDS WORSHIP NEWS:
We will be beginning a new curriculum September 13th that will go along with lectionary. I know the kids are going to LOVE the videos and activities. I encourage
you to ask your child what he/she learned and discuss it as a family. If you have any
questions, concerns or comments please let me know either via phone or email: 678
-865-7911 or clcyouthdirector@gmail.com

CLC Kid’s Night
Wednesday, September 9th and 23rd 2015
5:30-6 pm Homework help
6-7 Kid’s dinner and activities
Dinner, music, crafts, games and more!!!!!
TEEN HANGOUTS:
September Hang Outs
September 2nd 6pm-8pm
September 16th 6pm-8pm
September 30th 6pm-8pm
Join us for food, fellowship, discussions & Fun

All parents, please fill out the survey on the next page and drop in
the box in the narthex. Copies will be available in the narthex as
well.
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“God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday” - September 13, 2015
Sunday, September 13th has been designated throughout the
ELCA as “God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday”. On that day,
members of Christ Lutheran have the opportunity to join with
churches throughout our conference (the Magi Conference of
the ELCA Southeastern Synod) as we spend the afternoon helping our brothers and sisters in Christ at Nativity
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, Georgia get their new church building and grounds in order. We will be helping
build a shed outdoors for lawn equipment, pulling up old carpet in the Sanctuary, building planting beds and some
flower planting in existing beds. We will be meeting from 1 PM – 5PM, then the congregation of Nativity will be
feeding everyone dinner. If you’d like to join Pastor Andy in participating on September 13th, you can e-mail him
at clcgapastor@bellsouth.net, call him at 770-403-1194, or speak with him following Sunday worship.

Welcome Arnie and Sue McCleese
Arnie and Sue McCleese were welcomed into the membership of Christ Lutheran as
part of our 8:30 worship on Sunday, August 30, 2015.
Arnie and Sue reside at 3507 Blue Spruce Ct SW
Gainesville, GA 30504
……………..
Please add their names and information to your current directory.
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9/5 Karen Legg

9/18 Elizabeth Hausman

9/5 Julie Ehlers-King

9/19 Janet Meyers

9/5 Ethan King

9/21 John Travis

9/6 Don Finfrock

9/21 Jeff Freeman

9/7 Mary Moore

9/24 Ken Lightfoot

9/8 Shelli Dodd

9/24 Jessica Dyer

9/8 Hank Lewis

9/27 Donna Flood

9/9 Kevin Bohn

9/28 Russ Goodwin

9/11 Jack Slough

9/30 Jim Joninas

9/13 Arnie McCleese

9/3 Butch & Marcey Dyer
9/11 Ken & Signy Uyl
9/14 Don & Carol Woosley
9/18 Terry & Cindy Schmidt
9/22 Joel & Melinda Parmer
9/24 Ken & Sondra Lightfoot
(Happy 60th!!)

September,2015

Christ Lutheran Church
Sun

Mon

2015

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6:30 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6:30 pm Teen Scene
6:45 pm Adult Choir

8pm AA

6

7

8:30am Worship

8

9

10

6:30 PM Church

6:30 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

9:45 am Adult Forum

Council

11am Worship

10 am Bible Study

11

12

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

5:30 pm Kid’s Night

w/Kid’s Worship

Church Office
Closed

1PM Hispanic Worship

6:45pm Adult choir

8 pm AA

8pm AA

13

14

8:30am Worship

9:45 am WELCA

15

9:45 am Adult Forum

16

17

6:30 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

Counter Training

18

19

25

26

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

6:30 pm Teen Scene

11am Worship
w/Kid’s Worship

6:45 pm Adult Choir

1PM Hispanic Worship
AA 8PM

20

21

22

Hunger Relief Sunday
8:30am Worship

24

6:30 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

10 am—12 noon

10 am Bible Study

9:45 am Adult Forum

CLC staffs South Hall
Food Pantry

5:30 Kid’s Night

9:45 am New Member
Info Session

23

6:45 pm Adult Choir

AA 8 PM

12 noon Monthly
Potluck

11am Worship
with Kid’s Worship

AA 8PM

1PM Hispanic Worship

27

28

Pastor Andy Away

3-5 pm CLC staffs
South Hall Food
Pantry

Pastor Julie to preach.
8:30am Worship

30
6:30 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Teen Scene

9:45 am Adult Forum

6:45 pm Adult Choir

11am Worship
w/Kid’s Worship
1PM Hispanic Worship

29

AA 8 PM
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord
Serving at Worship for September

8:30 am Worship Service
READERS

9/6 Mike Marien

COMMUNION BREAD
9/6 Gerry Travis

9/13 Ann McDivitt

9/13 Ginger Huddleston

9/20 Edna Jackson
9/27 Terry Schmidt
ALTAR GUILD
9/6 John & Gerry Travis
9/13 Mindy & Jim Ellis
9/20 Ann & Richard McDivitt

9/20 Diane Bohn
9/27 Steve Knight
Coffee Fellowship
9/6 Gerry Travis
9/13
9/20
9/27 Ann McDivitt

9/27 Kay & Steve Knight

ASSISTING MINISTERS
9/6 Ann McDivitt
9/13 Jim Trimboli
9/20 Edna Jackson
9/27 Kay Knight
USHERS
9/6 Clyde Harris & Jim Ellis
9/13 Ginny Huseby & Jill Meehan
9/20 Hugo Kollmer & Dale Osterloh
9/27 Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas

11:00 am Worship Service
READERS

9/6 Sharon Stevens
9/13 Pat Freeman
9/20 Jan Clark
9/27 Bill Wonnacott
KIDS WORSHIP

9/6 Sarah Caruso
9/13- Emma Seibert
9/20- Janet Cboski & Dixie
Bryson
9/27- Dawn Seibert & Penney
Stettler

ASSISTING MINISTERS
9/6 Sandy Fuller
9/13 Karin Bowman
9/20 Jenny Goodwin
9/27 Don Woosley
USHERS
9/6 Alan Overcash & Bill Kangas
9/13 Mark & Vicki Lewis
9/20 Janet & Austin Seibert
9/27 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl

COUNTERS
9/6 Mark Lewis & Kim Overcash
9/13 Eric Bowman & Gene Rayle
9/20 Dawn Seibert & Janel Brooks
9/27 Jamie Vargo-Pirkle & Janet Goetz
ALTAR GUILD
9/6 Brandt Sutphin
9/13 Elaine Key
9/20 Marie Umberger
9/27 Karen Legg
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
9/6 Janet Goetz & Lowell Lampe
9/13 Freda Bair & Dawn Johnson
9/20 Dixie Bryson & Betty McKevitt
9/27 Karin Bowman & Nancy Garland

