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You have a “Ministry of Presence.”  I tell you that every 
Sunday as we begin worship together and I hope that the 
message never grows old….your being at worship makes a 
difference…not just to you, but to all of us as we gather 
together with you. 

         All we do together is to the glory of God.  Life is 
what happens while you are making other plans.  We have 
the gift of special people who touch our lives in meaning-
ful ways and allow us to touch their lives as well.  We are 
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 

Spirit we are reborn children of God and make members of the church, the body of 
Christ.  God has acted in us and through us.  God continues to act in us and through 
us.  As we live together, God continues to share in this growth process.  We need to 
be connected. 

          Regular worship of our great and wondrous God is essential.  Community re-
sults when we gather together and are bound by God’s love.  As school starts for 
Hall County on August 5th, and we will have a “Blessing of the Backpacks” as part of 
our August 7th worship.  All school children and youth should bring their backpacks 
to church that day and we, as a congregation, will bless them with God’s love and 
support as they  begin another school year.  This is just one of the many ways that we 
seek to make a difference in Jesus’ name.  What are ways that you help make a differ-
ence?  How can we assist you in making a difference?  If you have a new idea for 
mission or ministry, talk to one of the council members or myself.    Claim the mis-
sion and ministry we have together here at Christ Lutheran as a part of your life. 

          Faith can be  expressed simply and often easily.  A member of my former con-
gregation didn’t get out much, but always sent get well and sympathy cards to people 
on the prayer list.  Another phoned members each week to make sure they were 
thought of in what  often is a cold and lonely existence.  A third greeted and hugged 
as many members and strangers as she could each Sunday.  All were expressions of a 
faith in a loving and caring God.  

          Come and share your “Ministry of Presence.”  I pray that you will help us fill 
the sanctuary with songs of praise each time we gather to worship God.  We are 
blessed with great people who join us and great music that inspires us.  May God’s 
Holy Spirit guide us. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria (All to God’s glory),     Pastor Andy Seibert 

 

P.S. – As I speak of your ministry of presence, I am aware that my own ministry of 
presence will be challenged this month as I undergo surgery on August 9th and will be 
out of commission for a while. Pastor Julie Ehlers-King will be preaching on August 
14th and 21st and Pastor Mike Freeman will be helping with pastoral care until I get 
my mobility back.  I thank them for their partnership in ministry and I know that 
your ministry of presence will be a blessing to them. 

mailto:Terry@TritonDKI.com


Page #2 Christ Lutheran Church, Oakwood, GA       Newsletter     The Vine             August,  2016  

Church Council President Notes 

                     God sightings 

 

I have heard that term many times, and never really thought that much 

about it.  What does it mean?  Where can you see God in everyday life?  

Well, I have witnessed many God sightings in the last few weeks, and I am 

in awe!   

 

Our congregation hosted the guests of  Family Promise for a 2 week period, and I have to say that 

it was one of  the best hosting periods we have had.  There were double the amount of  volunteer 

spots to fill, and by the grace of  God, most were filled without question.  Now that’s a God sight-

ing. 

We had home cooked meals for the families almost every night, and the families were just so ap-

preciative.  These meals give them ideas of  things to make for dinners when they get their own 

place. Another God sighting. 

Some of  our own young people were here to make friends with the families, and play with their 

children.  It is such a wonderful ministry to share with the entire family.  God was all around us 

during the entire 2 weeks! 

Initially, I thought that we would need other congregations to help us out with the second week by 

supplying meals and folks to spend the nights, but the members of  our congregation were here to 

volunteer in every way, and I thank you!!  The families that we had during those 2 weeks have all 

graduated from the program and because of  your ministry efforts, are living in their “new” 

homes.  

We know that we are to “Love one another as I have loved you”.  I saw so much love during the 

time I spent here, that it was infectious. I’m sure each and every person that was a part of  the vol-

unteer teams felt it, too.  One couldn’t help but feel the warmth envelope around you while you 

were here and hopefully you brought some of  that love out into the world with you when you left.    

I am so very grateful to be a part of  such a loving family at CLC.  We are truly here to bear one 

another’s burdens and share one another’s joys.   You are all a blessing, not only to the guests of  

Family Promise, but to all those around you!   Share the God News!! (and look for God sightings 

in your day to day activities.) 

 

Thanks so much – yours in Peace! – Kat Hartman 

 

Kat Hartman, President 
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Outreach  
The Outreach Charter is to share and grow the Love that is Christ Jesus with people in our neighborhood and 

community, by serving those less fortunate than ourselves. 

The partners of South Hall Food Pantry's back to school fest helped 55+ children 
with their school supplies for the upcoming year. When the children of Clement Bizi-
mani (our refugee family) received the postcard inviting them to the fest, they immedi-
ately became excited for they had had no book bags this past year. Ann McDivitt 
greeted each one offering them a choice of filled backpacks. Imagine having to choose 
from 150 different colored backpacks. With one on each of their shoulders they went 
to the games. Chris, the 16 year old, was first to try bean bag toss with Elaine Key. 
Eventually, all four were tossing bags. Some successfully. Onward to hot dogs and 
cookies where they were joined by Richard McDivitt and Pastor Andy. Water was the 
choice beverage of this blessed sunny warm day. 

  " Thank you so much and God Bless." words spoken by Chris as they left. 

  

Christ Lutheran Church's small envelopes used on the third Sunday of every month for hunger relief provided a 
monetary gift of $2500 to Richard McDivitt. 

  

The pantry will be staffed by CLC volunteers in August: 

   Thursday 8/4, 10-12noon                 Monday 8/8, 3-5PM 

   Thursday 8/11 ,10-12noon               Saturday 8/13  10-12noon 

   Thursday 8/18, 10-12noon               Thursday 8/25, 10-12noon 

  

Do you crochet, knit or stitch? Know which needle to use? Ask someone from HANDS (Hooks And Needles 
Doing Service). They meet every month on the 1st and 3rd Monday from 4-7 pm.  Drop in any time! 

   

Best cooks in the house are preparing Spaghetti and beans for Good News at Noon on August 10. Help cook or 
serve. 

  

REACH OUT! 

Edna Jackson, Outreach 

Worship Committee– Worship at CLC 

“O Come let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before our Lord, our maker.” Psalm 95:6 

As Pastor Andy says every Sunday, “Your Presence of Ministry at worship is very im-

portant.”  Not just to us as individuals, but as a body of believers. Vacations are almost 

over.  We ask that as members of Christ Lutheran, you will all strive to make our presence a 

priority every Sunday. 

Do any of you (our members) play any type of musical instrument.? Please 

let the worship committee know if you would be interested in playing at ser-

vice. We would like to add you to our worship service for the summer! 

Mackie Brown, VP   

Worship 
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Your Treasurer at Work! 
We have had several treasurers over the years doing this work.  After asking around, the names of Kim Over-

cash, Robin White, Bill Muckenfuss, John Rietz, Tom Hesketh, and Barbara Todd came to mind.  Freda Bair 

was the treasurer just before me.  While not a complete list, it does remind us this job has been around since 

the church began. 

I was not trained as an accountant or bookkeeper so this has been a learning experience for me.  Freda was 

doing a great job but getting a little tired after almost 9 years and was ready for a break.   While Pastor did ad-

vertise, no one stepped forward to take over.  I was working at the South Hall Food Pantry and he asked me 

to take a look at this job.  So here I am. 

My job today is a lot different than some of my predecessors.  I too had to learn the computer system we use 

for maintaining the books.  It’s called Church Windows and is probably used by about 1,000 churches…at least that’s what they advertise.  

But we are a larger, more active church, so the Treasurer job has expanded in both volume and complexity.  

 

I’m responsible for Payroll and for Accounting.  Payroll is done twice each month which I 

call 1st payroll and 2nd Payroll.  Today, we have just 4 people on payroll but they are all differ-

ent.  One is hourly, 2 are salaried and one is salaried plus extra for each service.   Getting it 

set up was not too bad once I had the pay rates from the budget (called the Ministry Plan), I 

just followed Freda’s work from the previous year.  Payroll does require me to modify my 

schedule to match the predetermined paydays.  Sometimes I come in early in the week, but 

more often I print checks early and set them aside until they are due.  Of course Freda is 

happy to help on vacations, etc.  Doing payroll taxes is the other primary task but this is 

done for both Georgia and Federal with a money transfer (called an ACH Transfer). 

 

The Accounting part of the job is a little more complicated because we do the accounting 

and reconcile the Bank of America, Schwab and Bank of Georgia accounts.  I try to make the 

Church Software do as much of the job as possible.  So, for example, I may have a vendor 

that just sells us things used during our church service.  So I have the correct expense ac-

count associated with that vendor.  Most vendors send us a bill or an email reminder and I 

write them a check.  So part of the job is printing and mailing the checks and filing the docu-

mentation in the correct folder. 

 

Late last year Pastor asked me to set up On-line Giving for our church.  After reviewing our 

options we selected the one from VANCO Payment Services.  The primary advantage of this service is to set up automatic withdraws 

from your checking account.  Each week my wife receives a reminder email about the donation so she can enter it in the check book.  The 

process also handles Debit & Credit cards from our church website.  This is another way to simplify life! 

Dawn and I split up the job.  She does Donations and I do Accounting.  Dawn is also my ‘Google’ on which account to charge those 

unusual items.  She usually remembers. If not, I look at the previous year or two of data to see how Freda did it.    

I guess I should admit that while Freda took about 3 hours per week to do this job, I spend at least 6.  While Freda instantly knows what 

to do for each situation, I don’t so I try to document everything.  I do this partly because I just need little reminders.  Once I see my note, 

I can usually proceed without a problem.  But I’m still learning.  I document two things: first I document the procedure needed to accom-

plish something.  This usually tells me how to do it.  I also have a weekly schedule so I remember when to do it.  Together these help 

me do a reasonable job.  I enjoy my work as treasurer.   

If you are interested in helping in this area, just talk to Pastor.  I will not be doing this job forever and especially if you have the back-

ground you would probably think this is a piece of cake.  Also, for a price, I’ll sell you my notes so you can cut down on the learning 

curve even more! 

John Travis 

John Travis, Treasurer 
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Financial Planning Team Openings 

We need to fill several openings on our Financial Planning Team for this year.  Currently, we have several  people 

signed up, but want to complete the team.  If you are interested, please let Dawn or Pastor know.   We expect to 

be working on several items, including: 

Investment options for our money 

Review of our mortgage payoff, perhaps sometime next year 

Setting up next year’s budget 

Property valuation & expansion 

 

The Financial Planning Team evaluates our current requirements and makes recommenda-

tions to the Church Council.  It is considered an important ingredient for both current and future planning. 

Women of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran Church Association 
All Ladies of  Christ Lutheran…. WELCA‘S annual Health Kit 

packing.  Come enjoy fellowship, coffee & goodies  and help pack 

what you donated being put together in these kits to send to those 

in need.   Afterward a lunch outing and get together (place to be de-

cided )! 

    
When:    August 8th at the Church 

Time:      9:45 am 

See you there ! 
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NURTURE: To care for and encourage  

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 7TH   

Pastor Andy’s 20th   ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ORDINATION  

 

Potluck following the 11 am service 

 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND and bring your favorite dish to 

share  

                                 
                           

Kay Knight, Nurture 
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Sharing the Word with Others 
 

I am happy to say that we are finally able to successfully record our church services.  We 

have started posting these recordings of our Sermons onto our own YouTube Channel.  

If you were not able to make it to church one week, or you hear a sermon that speaks to 

you, you can now listen to them from your computer.   

 

If you have a YouTube account, you can subscribe to our YouTube channel.  By doing so, you’ll receive notifications 

when a new video is uploaded to our Channel.  Below is the link to our Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtce6v7EqlkMumscvMKRs8g 
 

OR 

 

When you go to YouTube.com, and in the search box type in “Christ Lutheran Church Gainesville” 

The first link to show up is the link to our channel, click that link, and you’ll be taken to our channel page 

 

To Subscribe, click the red “subscribe” button on the right of the page. 

 

 

Feel free to share these videos with others.  Help us spread God’s Word to others! 

 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please let me know! 

Alan Clark 

 

Alan Clark, Education 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtce6v7EqlkMumscvMKRs8g
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       8/2 Jemma Brooks 

       8/2 Ashley Bohn 

8/5 Joyce Allison 

8/6 Keith Bryson 

8/7 Dorothea DiGiovanni 

8/10 Curtis Zavadil 

8/11 Carol Woosley 

8/12 Karin Bowman 

8/12 Dane Clark 

8/13 Elizabeth Zarabi 

 

 

 

8/15 Janel Brooks 

8/15 Ruth Goodwin 

8/17 Eric Bohn 

8/18 Trevor Trimboli 

8/19 Jill Meehan 

8/20 Pat Freeman 

8/23 Brandt Sutphin 

8/27 Erik Moore 

8/28 Kylie Johnson 

8/30 Sue McCleese 

Happy Anniversary 

8/3 Phil & Carolyn Wierson 

8/12 Kay & Steve Knight 

8/22 Pastor Andy & Janet Seibert 

8/23 Eric & Diane Bohn 

8/24 Steve & Heather Simpson 

8/25 Eric & Karin Bowman 

8/27 Bill & Sharon Stevens 

8/31 Bill & Joyce Wonnacott 
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Generosity and Property Updates 

Generosity 

----------------- 

Acts 20:35 
In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help 
the weak and remember the words of  the Lord Jesus, how he himself  said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.'” 

 

Typically, as is human nature, we tend to slow our lives down during the summer enjoying 
God’s  glory of  warmth, color and fruitfulness that our summer months produce. While God does 
want us to enjoy all that he provides for us, he also expects us to continue share amongst each other 
in all  our ministries. Sometimes during the summer it is our human nature to lose sight of  this.  

 

So how does this affect our ministry at Christ Lutheran ? Well typically we will see slowing down of  
about -5%, however this year we are at about -7%. We need your help. Please remember our com-
mitment to ministry. We have also made it easier to give through the internet. Just simply connect to 
www.clcga.org and click on the “Online Giving” link at the top right of  the page. 

 

I have every confidence that we will meet our giving commitments and goals this year. We somehow 
always do. 

 

Of  and by his Grace, 

Terry Schmidt 

 

Property 

--------------- 

The second week of  August we will be upgrading our insulation in the attics to meet 
new codes. We expect to see about an 8-12 percent improvement in our HVAC effi-
ciencies as well as our heating and cooling bills. 

 

Terry Schmidt 

Terry Schmidt            

Property & Generosity 

http://www.clcga.org
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I like to help with Family Promise because I get to meet 

new friends and play with them. 

 

Jemma Brooks 

Family Promise Letters 
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   Blessing of the Backpacks 

   Sunday August 7th, 2016 

   11:00 am Service 

          BESTIE/BUDDY BASH 

      

 When: Wednesday September 8th, 2016 

  Where: Christ Lutheran Church 

  Time: 6-8pm 

                    Who: You and your friends (ALL AGES) 

Join us for our youth group kick off and bring a friend! This event will kick off 

our every other Wednesday youth groups. We will have a cookout along with lots 

of games, fellowship and fun! You don’t want to miss this!!!!!! For more infor-

mation or invites for your guests please see Sarah Caruso. 

KIDS WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

   NEEDED! 
We are in need of volunteers for Kids Worship on Sundays. We ask 

that if you have a child in kids worship you volunteer to help. If we have enough volunteers, 

you will only work this once every two-three months. If you have any questions, please ask 

Sarah Caruso.  A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

Wishing all our students a great  

2016-2017 school year! 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

2 3 

10 am Bible Study 

12 noon Good News 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

4 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

5 

First Day of School 

Hall County 

 

 

8pm AA 

6 

7 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am   Worship           
w/Kid’s Worship 

12 noon Pastor Andy’s 
20 yr Ordination pot-
luck 

1PM Hispanic  Worship 

 

 

8 

9:45 AM WELCA 

3-5 pm SHCFP 

6:30 pm Church 
Council 

8pm AA 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

10 am Bible Study 

12 noon Good News 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

    

12 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

13 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

8:30am  Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11am Worship  w/kid’s 
worship          

1PM Hispanic  Worship 

15 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   8pm AA 

                   

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

10 am Bible Study 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

18 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

Hunger Relief Sunday 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am  Adult Forum 

11 am Worship w/ Kid’s 
worship 

1 PM Hispanic Worship 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

AA 8 PM 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

10 am Bible Study 

6:45 pm Adult Choir 

 

 

 

 

25 

10 am—12 noon 

CLC staffs South Hall 
Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

 

27 

28 

8:30am   Worship 

9:45 am Adult Forum 

11am   Worship              
w/Kid’s Worship 

1PM Hispanic  Worship 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

AA 8 PM 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

10 am Bible Study 

6:45 pm Adult choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christ Lutheran Church                             2016 
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READERS 
 
8/7 Kay Knight 

8/14  Ann McDivitt 

8/21 Edna Jackson 

8/28 Terry Schmidt 

 
 
 
ALTAR GUILD 

8/7 Gerry & John Travis 

8/14 Ann & Richard McDivitt 

8/21 Beth Marien 

8/28 Kay & Steve Knight 

COMMUNION BREAD 

8/7 Gerry Travis 

8/14 Ginger Huddleston 

8/21 Diane Bohn 

8/28 Steve Knight 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

8/7 Falcey Family 

8/14 Toni Zavadil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

8/7 Alan Clark 

8/14 Kay Knight 

8/21 Ann McDivitt 

8/28 Kat Hartman 

 

USHERS  

8/7 Dale Osterloh & Terry Schmidt 

8/14 Don Finfrock & Jim Joninas 

8/21 Ginny Huseby & Gerry Travis 

8/28 Hugo Kollmer & Jim Ellis 

 
 

Go in Peace, Serve the Lord 
Serving at Worship for August 

8:30 am Worship Service  

READERS   

8/7 Brandt Sutphin 

8/14 Jan Clark 

8/21 Sandy Fuller 

8/28 Bill Wonnacott 

 
 

KIDS WORSHIP 

Summer combined 

Acolyte 

8/7 Ethan King 

8/14 Ruth Goodwin 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

8/7 Jenny Goodwin 

8/14 Sandy Fuller 

8/21 Karin Bowman 

8/28 Cindy Grastat 
  

USHERS 

8/7 Janet & Austin Seibert 

8/14 David Tate & Bill Kangas 

8/21 Richard Morhard & Ken Uyl 

8/28 Alan Overcash & Eric Bowman 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTERS 

8/7 Jamie Pirkle & Melinda Parmer 

8/14 Vicki & Mark Lewis 

8/21 Janet Goetz &  Dawn Seibert 

8/28 Eric Bowman & Don Finfrock 

 

 ALTAR GUILD 

8/7 Elaine Key 

8/14 Marilyn Johnson 

8/21 Diane Morhard 

8/28 Brandt Sutphin 

 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

8/7 Potluck– Pastor’s 20 yr. Ordination 

8/14 Diane Morhard & Marilyn Johnson 

8/21 Karen Vinson & Marcey Dyer 

8/28 Janet Seibert & Dixie Bryson 

11:00 am Worship Service 


